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Dear Parents  

 

As I look back over my first year as Headteacher, I 
am delighted to be reflecting on numerous aspects of 

Highsted life that capture the very essence of the excellence 
that we encourage our students to strive to achieve.  I have an 
enormous pride for the work that your daughters and sons in 
the sixth form demonstrate, whether it is in their approach to 
their personal studies or whether it involves their 
participation in events in the wider community; the Highsted 
student is always striving to be the very best that they can be! 
Franklin’s House motto of ‘strong leaders come from 
determined achievers’ really encapsulates the ethos of school 
life; since I last wrote to you the examination season came 
and went and whilst students were balancing their formal 
studies many made time to dedicate themselves to our 
summer production of Annie. If you had the opportunity to 
attend the production, you too would have been on your feet 
along with the Mayor and Mayoress of Swale in applauding 
the superb talent of our cast and orchestra! Our students, a 
total of 100 from across years 7 to 12 performed two fantastic 
evenings of quality entertainment and it was a joy to observe 
the pleasure students gained in working alongside each other 
in producing such a polished piece of theatre; thank you to all 
staff and students involved. 
 
Similarly, Sports Day was a great opportunity to see pupils 
competing against each other in order to beat their personal 
bests in track and field events. The day was extremely hot but 
this did not deter our avid competitors as they remained 
focussed to scoop those all important points for their House 
groups. I am delighted to herald Chanel as the winners, 
closely followed by Franklin in second place and Seacole in 
third. Congratulations to all who participated, it really was a 
great day in school and I look forward to the next Highsted 
sporting event! 
 
On Saturday 5th July, 14 students departed from Ebbsfleet to 
embark on their Brussels work experience programme. 
Whilst Highsted has secured work placements in a variety of 
non-governmental organisations across the city, this year, in 
our tenth year of running the trip, we managed to achieve for 
the first time a placement in the European Parliament. 

 
 
 
As I write, Jasmine Ye (Year 12) is currently working 
alongside the Liberal Democrat MEP Catherine Bearder, 
learning about the UK’s position within Europe. In addition 
to this, Eleanor Mills (Year 12) was selected to secure one 
of ten places nationally to shadow the Lord Mayor of 
London in his residence in the city and Summer White 
(Year 12) secured a place on the competitive Cambridge 
University Scholars programme – a three week summer 
school programme in which she will experience the 
intensity of academic life; I am truly delighted that our 
students are able to participate in such unique opportunities 
and I thank the staff involved for the work that they have 
contributed to enable these rich experiences. 
 
Building on the success of the Great British Arts Festival, 
this year the Highsted community has challenged itself 
further by responding to the theme of Transformation and 
Metamorphosis. The week activities enabled the school to 
redefine itself through the medium of drama, dance, 
creative writing, textiles, landscaping, architecture and 
photography with tremendous success; already we are 
excited to embrace the possibilities of next year’s 
challenge! 
 
Naturally we are looking forward to Tuesday’s Lower 
School Awards ceremony where we can formally celebrate 
the significant success of our prize winners across all 
aspects of school life; I am hugely proud that we have so 
many prize winners – congratulations to you all!  
 
So finally, may I take this opportunity to thank you for your 
generous support and co-operation throughout the year and 
I wish you all a wonderful summer. The beginning of Term 
1 is Friday 5th September for all students. Further 
information about the start of term and other key dates can 
be found on the calendar at the back of this newsletter. 
  

 
 

 
 
 

ANNE KELLY 
Headteacher 
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Learning Resource Centre 
 
The Learning Resource Centre 
Managers organised a half price 
book fair from Friday 20 June to 
Thursday 26 June. All Scholastic 
books, stationery and posters were 
half the marked price. We held a 
similar event last year and it 
proved a good opportunity for 
students and staff to buy reasonably priced books for their 
summer break. 
 
Over £280 was spent including several new books purchased 
for the LRC. We were also able to take an additional 9 books 
free of charge and we hope to hand these out to celebrate 
World Book Day next year. 
 
The LRC Managers are always very grateful to students and 
staff who donate books to the LRC. We would like to pass on 
special thanks to Amy Shreeve (R3) and Summer White (R6) 
who have very kindly donated a selection of fiction books 
this year. 
 
 
Highsted to Erlangen German Exchange 
 
On Wednesday the 19 of March we went to Germany for the 
2014 German Exchange. Once we had arrived in Germany, 
we met with the families and went to the school to meet our 
partners. As soon as we met our partners we went home with 
them for our first night’s stay in Germany. During the week, 
we had many activities which kept us busy. One of the first 
trips included a visit to the Staedtler Pen and Pencil Factory 
where we were able to see how all sorts of stationery is made 
and we even got free gifts! On the second day, we got to visit 
and stay in the school for a day. We were able to see many 
differences between the schools such as they finish at 1pm 
and a lot of people ride a bike to and from school. As the 
weekend approached, our partners began to plan different 
activities for us to do over the weekend, such as swimming, 
sleepovers, cinema trips, visiting the zoo, seeing castles and 
visits to bigger cities such as Munich. Over the weekend, 
many of us tried new foods like bratwurst, pretzels and 

schnitzel. On 
Monday and 
Tuesday we 
went to 
nearby cities 
which were 

Nuremburg 
and Bamberg 
where we 
were able to 
shop and 

complete 
town tours with a guide and then where we had to find our 
way around the city using maps and finding certain locations. 
Overall, everyone had a great time where we were able to 
make new friends, meet new people and enjoy new 
experiences. We are looking forward to seeing our exchange 
partners again over here in July for the return leg! 
 

Annie! 
 
This year the annual school 
production of “Annie!” was a 
resounding success and was 
received with astounding 
applause. All those involved 
must be congratulated 
immensely on their fantastic 
acting, singing and musicality. It 
must be acknowledged that 
many hours of rehearsals and 
hard graft was put into the final 

production. The commitment 
shown was staggering and the 
performances on Thursday and 
Friday were the result; amazing 
and very enjoyable! It must 
also be noted that there were 
participants of all ages and a 
cast of over 100. It is very 
pleasing to see how many 
enthusiastic actresses there 
were and how well they 
cooperated with one another to 
produce such a captivating 
night for all. Particular 

congratulations must go to the 
two very talented Annie’s: 
Tierney Sharp (Yr7) and 
McKenzie Forder (Yr8), both of 
whom performed admirably. 
Also to Sameeah Anibaba and 
Maisy Crunden who portrayed 
Grace Farell impeccably and 
Bobbi Nunes’ amusing 
interpretation of President 
Roosevelt. Moreover, Elle 
Bushell who portrayed a highly 
entertaining version of Lilly and 

Sian Ayling who performed 
Rooster must be congratulated 
on their hilariously evil double 
act. Georgia Lane and 
Charlotte Salter-McLean must 
also be mentioned, as their 
portrayal of Miss Hannigan 
was thrilling. Finally a special 
thanks must go to the 
orchestra who didn’t get a 

note wrong, to the backstage team who helped with the 
slick and subtle scene changes, to the set design team and 
lastly to the masterminds behind the entire play: Mrs Evans, 
Mrs Hill, Mr Carvell, 
Miss Arden and Miss 
Treanor, without 
whom none of this 
could have been 
achieved. Thank you 
to everybody that 
attended and showed 
warm support for the 
cast. Both Thursday and Friday night were incredible, to 
those who were unable to attend, you missed out! 
 
Zara Hance Year 12 



The Super Speedy Car Challenge 
 
Two teams from 
Highsted competed in 
the SSC Challenge at 
The Kings School in Canterbury this month.  
 
Since Easter the teams have been designing, building and 
testing superfast model cars capable of speeds in excess of 
50mph. Driven by powerful fan motors, the cars are run in a 
knock out drag race style competition down a track the length 

of three 
tennis court 
widths.  On 
the day the 

teams 
worked as pit 
crew and 
driver, the 
cars are radio 
controlled.   

 
On the Sixth Form team were Holly Chapman, Tulsi Patel, 
Sarah Cooper and Joanne Zhang, and the Lower School team 
were Madeline Braby Y7, Mai Tumber, Sian Lo, Alyssa 
Francis and Ella Webster-Peal all from year 9. 
 
For a first attempt Highsted put 
in a good show on the initial 
runs against stiff competition 
from teams from Kings, Dover 
Grammar, Barton Court 
Grammar and Thames View 
school. The lower school car 
did sustain some damage early 
on, however, and fell out of the 
running.  The sixth form car put 
up a consistently strong 
performance but was knocked 
out of the first round on points.  
 
Both teams are determined to 
have another go next year and are full of ideas for clever 
engineering tricks to gain the edge next time. 
 
A talk was given by John Tickle from Sky’s Brainiac 
program. He also presented the prizes to teams from Kings. 
 
 
Chemistry Challenge 
 
This term Year 12 chemistry 
students took part in the 
demanding Cambridge 
Chemistry Challenge along 
with 6885 other chemistry 
students from around the 
country.  
We had our most successful year to date with the following 
results. 

5 Gold awards 
1 Silver award 

4 Copper awards 
Less than 9% of students were awarded a gold so very well 
done to Hannah Crawford, Ellie Farrelly, Emily Newman-
Miller, Joanna Zhang and Sarah Cooper who also gained the 
highest mark for Highsted. 

University of Kent Chemistry Trip 
 
This term Year 12 chemistry students visited the University 
of Kent School of Physical Science where they were able to 
synthase an OLED (organic light emitting Diode) from 
Europium. This 
substance is the 
red colour used in 
the most up to date 
phone and TV 
displays developed 
by the University. 
It was an excellent 
day giving an 
insight into the 
research and opportunities at the University. 
 
 
Congratulations to Brooke Crisp… 
 
Brooke Crisp a Year 8 student recently competed in the 
NDP National Finals representing the South East for mixed 
pair gymnastics, with her partner Ollie Reis.  Brooke and 
Ollie came 3rd and added a bronze medal to their collection!  
Brooke has been a member of Swifts Gymnastics Club for 
5 years and has managed to accumulate 11 medals in total 
during this time!   
Well done Brooke and keep up the good work! 

 
 
Congratulations to Eleanor Gilbert… 
 
Congratulations to Year 7 student Eleanor Gilbert, who 
came 1st in Ballroom and 6th in Latin at the IDTA South 
East Dance Competition back in February 2014.  

  



UK Maths Challenge   
 
Success again this year in the 
Junior UK Maths Challenge, a test in logic 
and reasoning.  We would like to congratulate the 33 
girls from year 8 who achieved a certificate standard.  This 
comprised of 2 Golds, 9 Silvers and 22 Bronzes which is an 
excellent record for the school.   
 
Both Rebecca Slater and Heather Wilson achieved a Gold 
certificate award with their excellent scores.   Well done. 
 
 
The Great MFL Bake Off  
 
On Thursday 3 of July, 7.2 had an amazing German lesson of 
testing cakes and biscuits, but these were no ordinary cakes. 

Our task was to 
research and make 
something that 
originated from 
Germany or Austria, 
which we did with 
great enjoyment. We all 
loved trying each 
other’s cakes and 
thought that they were 
all amazing. Our 
teacher, Miss Allen 
said “I was really 
impressed with the 
quality and authenticity 
of the Bake Off and I 
hope you enjoyed 
trying something new.” 

Some of us made Black Forest cupcakes, others made 
Linzertorte which are like mini jam tarts, and some made 
Sachertorte, which is a yummy chocolate cake. We also had 
to provide an ingredients list – in German, of course! 
 
Jaycee Hopper 7.2 
 
 
Rounders Tournament  
 
The U12 Rounders Team are Sittingbourne Champions – 
they beat Fulston 
Manor, SCC and 
Westlands teams 
convincingly.  
SpecialAwards for 
Batter of the Match 
go to Olivia Evans 
and Fielder of the 
Match go to Libby 
Francis. 
 

Erlangen to Highsted German Exchange 
 
A group of 38 students and 3 teachers arrived from 
Erlangen in Bavaria on Tuesday 8 July for the home leg of 
the 2014 German exchange. After landing at London City 
Airport they travelled down to Highsted where they were 
met by their exchange partners, who were looking forward 
to seeing them again since their last meeting in Germany in 
March. Off they went back home with their suitcases to 
meet their host families for the week. The following day the 
German students enjoyed a day in Canterbury, where they 
were able to enjoy a guided tour and the sites of the historic 
city centre, including the Cathedral.  
 
The next day was reserved for a visit to London. This was 
the first time most of the German students had ever been to 
the capital so excitement and anticipation was high! The 
Highsted students met up with their exchange partners in 
London and went on to enjoy an evening at the theatre to 
see the musical ‘Wicked.’ Although a little tired when 
getting back to school, everyone had a great time. The next 
day saw a trip to the seaside! The students enjoyed visiting 
the Turner Contemporary and the Shell Grotto before 
sampling the local fish and chips and trying to soak up the 
sun on the beach! The exchange students spent the weekend 
with their host families, with many meeting up with other 
exchange partners and going on very enjoyable trips 
together.  

The final full day of the exchange was the Monday. After 
spending the day in school with their Highsted exchange 
partners during the first day of the Arts Festival, the 
exchange came to a formal end with a great funfair party on 
the school field. Everyone enjoyed attempting to win prizes 
on the stalls and enjoyed candy floss and a 99 from the ice 
cream van. It was a great chance to spend time together as a 
group before getting an early night so we could meet at 
school for the final good-byes in the morning. The 
exchange party left for the airport to fly back to 
Nuremberg. With tears a plenty before their departure one 
week after arriving, it was clear to see that many Highsted 
girls had once again made a strong bond with their 
exchange partners and have hopefully laid the foundations 
of a friendship for life. 

I would like to thank all the parents and families involved 
in the exchange. It has been very much appreciated by all. 



Enterprise Week 2014 
 
From Monday 14 July to 
Thursday 17 July 
Highsted students from 
Year 10 became business 
women of the future. 
After a lot of planning on 
their part throughout the 
year they began trading in 
school and the local 
community.  They baked cakes, washed cars, walked dogs 
and cleaned cupboards. They made jewellery, painted pots 
and created sock monkeys. 
 
All the girls learned how to operate a basic cash book and 
earned themselves some money. They realised how hard it 
can be to work with friends but they managed to work as 
teams with very few fall outs. The week was an excellent 
learning experience for them all. 
 
 
Arts Festival 2014 
 
During the penultimate week of the summer term, Years 
7,8,9 and 12 took part in a week long Arts and Cultural 
Festival with the theme of Transformation and 
Metamorphosis. Students were offered choices of activities 
ranging from Bushcraft and Survival to Latin and 
Transformed Street Dance.  

A walk around the 
school site would 
have revealed girls 
from all years 
working on 
transforming an 
outdoor area of the 
school or watching 
Matthew Bourne’s 
Swan Lake in an 
outdoor cinema or 

Making blueprints for a dream school library. Everywhere we 
looked we witnessed leadership skills, creativity, 
commitment and contribution! 
 
Many students also 
participated in 
enrichment activities 
during the week 
including: Trips to 
‘The Crystal’ in 
London, Sevenoaks 
Wildlife Reserve and a 
Bushcraft and 
Surivival Camp as well 
as workshops from experts on Architecture and Creative 
Writing. We were also lucky enough to have a visit from the 
Olympic Swimmer Chris Cook! 
 
The highlight of the week was the Open House and Showcase 
Performance on the Thursday afternoon to which parents 
were invited along with a number of Special Guests. The 
Mayor and Mayoress of Sittingbourne were kind enough to 
pay us a visit and really enjoyed witnessing the talented 
displays of work, the engaging explanations that the girls 
offered and the dramatic impact of the performances. 
 

We are so proud of everything that the students achieved 
and contributed during this week and know that it has 
created some lasting memories within the school 
community. 
 
 
Sports Day 2014 
 
Sports Day 2014 saw a huge number of participants in a 
variety of activities ranging from Sprinting, to Rounders 
and Dodgeball games.  Brilliant performances, personal 
bests beaten and 4 school records were broken! 
 

Athletics Winners – Chanel 
Dodgeball Winners – Roddick 

Rounders Winners – Keller 
 

Overall Winners Sports Day 2014 – CHANEL 
 
Thank you to the Years 10 and 12 Sports Leaders who ran 
events independently and efficiently, and made the day a 
massive success.  A special thank you to Mr Carvell for 
giving so much enthusiasm and energy to the event. 
 
 
 
Staffing Update 
 
Mrs Truscott and Mrs Higgs are both taking a well- earned 
retirement from the end of term. Mrs Hill is moving to 
Malaysia with her family to work in a British School; Miss 
Ely is also leaving the UK to work in a British School in 
Phuket and Mr Asonganyi is moving with his family to 
Qatar. Mr Cronin is leaving the teaching profession to 
return to his former passion as a Chemist and Mrs Henley is 
leaving the teaching profession to work as a computer 
programmer for Canterbury Christchurch University. Mrs 
Ward is leaving the teaching profession to manage her 
family business and Mrs Micallef comes to the end of her 
temporary contract this term. 
 
In turn we welcome a number of new staff appointed from 
September: Ms Smyth will join the leadership group as an 
Assistant Headteacher along with Miss Appleton, who has 
been promoted from within the school. Mr Upfield will be 
teaching Maths. Mr Taylor-Richardson, Miss Dessoy and 
Miss Sheehan will be joining the English Department. Dr 
Oguntoye will be leading the Chemistry Department and Dr 
Domingos will be teaching Physics. Miss Dineen will be 
joining Miss Coveney in teaching Business Studies and 
Economics. Mrs Ridgewell will be teaching Music as Miss 
Treanor has commenced her maternity leave. 
 
I am confident that all new staff will find our school an 
exciting and fulfilling place to work. 
 
In addition to teaching staff the school will say goodbye to 
Mrs Clements in the Finance department after twenty two 
years of service and to Mrs Humphrey, our midday meals 
supervisor – Mrs Humphrey joined the school in 1970 and 
has been working at the school for 44 years; we wish them 
the very best for their well-deserved retirement. 
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To download a full colour version 
of this newsletter, please go to: 

www.highsted.kent.sch.uk  

 August 

Thursday 14 A Level Results Day 
Thursday 21 GCSE Results Day 
Term 1 September 
Wednesday 3 Start of Term 1 

Staff Development Day – School closed for pupils 
Thursday 4 Staff Development Day – School closed for pupils 
Friday 5 Whole School Returns 
Wednesday 24 PSHCEE Focus Day 1 
 October 
Thursday 9 Open Evening 
Monday 20 Harvest Festival 
Wednesday 22 Harvest Festival 
Friday 24 End of Term 1 
Term 2 November 
Monday 3 Start of Term 2 
Thursday 6 Post-16 Information Evening 
Tuesday 11 PSHCEE Focus Day 2 
Thursday 13 Year 7 Tea Party 
Wednesday 26 Year 8 Charity Bazaar 
Thursday 27 Lower School New Parents’ Evening 
Saturday 29 Highsted Christmas Fair 
 December 
Thursday 4 Year 12 Parents Evening 
Tuesday 9  Christmas Concert 
Thursday 11 PSHCEE Focus Day 3 
Tuesday 16 Carol Service 

Wednesday 17 Awards Evening 

Friday 19 End of Term 2 

Term 3 January 2015 
Monday 5 Start of Term 3 
 February 2015 
Friday 13 End of Term 3 


