July 2015
Dear Parents
As another academic year draws to a close it is
poignant to reflect on the tremendous success your
daughters and sons have achieved in school since September.
I cannot contain my delight in learning that several of our old
girls have graduated this summer with first class degrees in
their particular area of interest. I share their success with you
as a reminder of all that is possible for your daughters as they
too seek to learn today, to shape, to lead tomorrow.
Congratulations to Emma Watson in securing a first in
English and French at Southampton University; Nicola Apps
in securing a first in Ancient History at Birmingham
University; Miranda Black in securing a first in Psychology
at Queen Mary University; Emily Robertson in securing a 2:1
in MORSE from Southampton University, and Josie Sinden
in securing a 2:1 in Architecture from Anglia Ruskin
University. These achievements serve as a serious reminder
to our current students of their great potential and a need to
keep focussed on achieving highly to secure future academic
success.
This year I have met with every year 7 student to celebrate
their 12th birthday; the opportunity to have cake with our new
students to ensure they have settled in to Highsted effectively
and to give me direct feedback on their experience of school
life has been a really enjoyable part of the school year – I
have it on good authority from Year 7 that eating cake should
be an essential part of the Year 7 induction programme!
For those of you who attended our sensational summer
production of Hairspray you will agree with me that the
quality of the event was superb with particular standout
performances from Emily Y, Taya H and Peace E, not
forgetting our hilarious staff contributions from Mr WoolenLewis and Mr Carvell – thank you to all cast members for
your commitment and dedication in enabling this show to be
truly outstanding. Additionally, I was immensely proud of the
skilfulness the orchestra demonstrated in providing the live
musical accompaniment for the entirety of the production –
to all the students involved, as well as Miss Arden’s
leadership of the orchestra – thank you, the event was truly
excellent.
I am delighted to herald Franklin as the overall winner of
Sports Day, closely followed by Seacole in second place and
Keller securing third! The day was really enjoyable and
student participation was high as individuals competed to
ensure the success of their House – it was great to observe the
inclusiveness of this event as all students took part in a
variety of sporting activities during the day. Standout
performances were from Alex C and Elena J as both girls

beat the highest record held in school for their 1500m track
event – congratulations girls on securing this notable
accolade!
Earlier this month the school was transformed into a
simulated Space Camp as ‘NASA’ visited our site to
challenge students across a variety of activities including
flight school and rocket launching! There was a tangible
buzz in the air as our girls were involved in scientific
problem solving and risk taking and we look forward to our
links with external STEM ambassadors to develop further
great investigative learning for our girls.
This significant event was followed by Citizenship Week
during which the school responded to the theme of Earth
Song. Building on the concept of achieving a sustainable
planet, years 7, 8, 9 were led by year 12 through strong
creative activities from film making to Theatre in
Education; contemporary dance to ballet; the spoken word
to Highsted’s own Band Aid style charity single. The final
showcase was a slick production and once again testifies
the strong leadership skills our students have in managing
demanding creative events within school. Watch out for the
charity single as part of your Christmas stocking filler!
This week in the final week of the school year, we
celebrated our Lower School Awards, acknowledging the
great achievement of students in years 7, 8 and 9. It was our
pleasure to welcome former student Andrea McGee to
present the awards to our prize winners; Andrea has
achieved a remarkable career since leaving Highsted,
notably her PHD in Physics has enabled her to secure a
position as a meteorologist in addition to learning to fly
with her university air squadron and completing a
leadership course with the RAF! From September, Andrea
will be commencing her studies at Oxford University in
order to train to be a teacher and we wish her every success
in preparing for this superb career pathway.
Congratulations to all our students on the significant
achievements they have secured this academic year.
So, finally, may I take this opportunity to thank you for
your continued support and co-operation throughout the
year and I wish you all a relaxing summer with family and
friends. The beginning of the new academic year will be
Monday 7 September for all students. Further information
about the start of term and other key dates can be found on
the calendar on the back of this newsletter.
All good wishes

ANNE KELLY

Headteacher

Learning Resource Centre

Engineering the future!

During the month of March the Learning
Resource Centre Managers organised a
second hand book sale in aid of Book Aid
International. This is a charity which
supports
literacy,
education
and
development by improving access to books
in
predominantly African countries. The sum raised for the
charity was £33.70 so thank you to all those who purchased a
book.

On Tuesday 30 June, Year 8 students were given the
opportunity to participate in an exciting new STEM
(Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics)
Energy Challenge! Highsted was specifically approached
with the offer of the programme which is supported by
Shell, with ‘Tomorrow’s Engineers’ (part of Engineering
UK) being the national co-ordinating body. The first stage
of the programme was an Energiser Event which was run
by Nigel Moore from Young Engineers, a UK Educational
charity which promotes participation in practical
engineering activities to encourage young people to study
STEM subjects and take up careers in engineering. This
was our opportunity to practise skills which could enable us
to become the new engineers of the world!

A half price book fair ran from Friday 26 June to Thursday 2
July giving students the opportunity to buy books at great
prices to enjoy over the summer break.
All students purchasing a book went in to a free prize draw
with the winners choosing a book of their choice from a
selection chosen by the LRC Managers. The winners were:
Ella K E3
Aaliyah B R2
Meghan H C5

Science Museum
On Thursday 30 April 2015, Year 9 students from Highsted
Grammar School took part in a trip to the Science Museum in
London. Throughout the day we all participated in many
entertaining and educational activities, including an eyeopening experience at the IMAX theatre and a look at the
Launchpad.
When we first arrived at the museum, we were put into
groups and given the opportunity to browse around the
various exhibitions. One student said: “My favourite
exhibition in the museum was the one about genes and DNA.
There were so many cool activities to do, it was really great
fun!” Once we had finished taking a look around, we all
came together to eat. Everyone shared their thoughts on what
they had seen and the different activities and exhibitions on
show, before moving on to the IMAX theatre. Here, we were
treated to an extraordinary 4-D film about what the naked eye
cannot see in nature. The 30-minute video explained that
there is a whole other world around us that we cannot see,
which can only be examined through microscopes and other
technological equipment. Many students described the
experience as “an eye-opener”, and stated that they would
definitely go back if they had the opportunity.
The next stage of our visit was the Launchpad - an area
where many experiments and activities are available to try.
These demonstrations helped us to investigate different
scientific topics: for example there was an experiment in
which we could change the frequency and amplitude of
musical sounds, and then watch as these changed the
appearance of the water in a tube through which the music
was being played. Another activity that was on display was
one in which we had to cycle on a bike in order to create
energy for various electrical appliances to work, such as a
radio and a TV. Most students said that this was one of the
most enjoyable aspects of the day. One participant, Megan H,
said of the Launchpad experiments, “It was great to learn in
an interactive way with different machines and games.”
Overall, the Year 9 trip to London’s Science Museum was
extremely successful and enjoyable. It was both an
educational and an entertaining experience for everyone
involved, and many of us would go again if given the chance.
by Emily Y, Year 9 Media Leader

The Energiser Event consisted of four 30-35 minute handson, practical activities. The first task was to estimate which
process used the most energy; this led to further discussion
about types of energy, ranging from kinetic to potential.
Our leader, Nigel Moore, used a flashing ball to
demonstrate the energy transferring. After this we were
given a basic windmill, which we then had to upgrade: we
were only allowed to use one piece of paper. The aim of
this task was to see the highest possible speed at which our
new blades could spin. Alexandria P, a Year 8 student who
participated in this event, said, “It was great fun trying to
beat other groups and see how creative other people were.”
Another student, Olivia A, commented, “At first it was
hard, then as we started to get the hang of designing and
testing out different ideas, it became fun and easy to
enjoy!”
Our second task was to build a car that we would then race
to see whose would reach the finish line first. We all
received a basic structure, to which we had to add the axles
and wheels. We had to make sure that we positioned them
right otherwise it would not work! The capacitor on these
lasted for only a few seconds, so we needed to charge them
before the race. Unlike the first activity we were allowed as
many pieces of paper as we wanted. My group's car design
was angled back at the front to minimise air resistance.
Nigel said this was important in order to avoid any drag; he
also came around and gave us tips on how we could help
the cars to go faster. Many groups did a fantastic job with
the aesthetics on their cars. Ellie M's group had a red car
with black spots, and although this was very appealing to
the eyes one particular car stood out.... a green crocodile!
Unlike any other groups, Libby F's group made their car
into an animal: a crocodile with razor sharp teeth and scales
down the back. Although it was not first across the finish
line, it was first in the competition for most creative design!
Well done to all Year 8 students for taking part and thank
you to Young Engineers for letting us share the experience!

There will be an opportunity for some of us to complete
follow-up activity sessions based around a short Carbon
Capture & Storage project (linked to the curriculum) with an
expected project completion date of December 2015.
Participation in the scheme can lead to a Bronze Crest Award
for the winning students, depending on how many modules
they complete!
By Olivia P, Year 8 Media Leader

Citizenship Week 2015
To conclude a prosperous year
here at Highsted, Citizenship
Week 2015 took place, based on
the theme of Michael Jackson’s
‘Earth Song’ and the student
charity ‘People and Planet’.
Years 7, 8, 9 and 12 participated
in a wide variety of earth-inspired activities which aimed to
broaden the girls’ teamwork skills and improve their
confidence. Students were offered a variety of options
including survival, a contemporary dance workshop and
costume designing.
Enrichment activities furthered the students’ experience with
trips to Trosley Country Park, The Crystal in London and
many more.
Money was raised for the chosen
charity
through
sales
of
Highsted’s very own Band Aid
single, based on the charitable
triumphs of the original, worldknown Band Aid group. In
addition to this, donations were
taken and there was a selection
of other stalls within the marketplace, selling all the students’
creations from the week.
Great amounts of effort were put in by all students which
resulted in the showcase and marketplace receiving a lot of
positive feedback from both students and guests alike.
We are very proud of everyone who got involved this week
and of those who put in a great deal of effort to make the
week run smoothly. We feel a lot of lasting memories have
been created in this year’s Citizenship Week. Finally, a big
thank you to Mrs Regnier for putting everything together in
preparation and making it a success!
By Jemma S and Tessa P Year 12

Down in the Woods – Year 12 Biology
Once
again
this year, the
students
of
biology
at
Highsted were
taken out into
the woods to
undertake
their ecology
fieldwork.
The woodland that was visited is part of an ancient woodland
that has been managed since Roman times, consisting of
traditional Sweet Chestnut coppice. Coppicing requires the
annual felling and clearing of an area of woodland. This

sounds like it is not very ‘green’, but in fact the stumps
immediately put out new shoots and grow rapidly. Rather
than destroying trees, it makes them almost immortal. The
effect of coppicing is that there is a range of different
habitats generated which encourages high biodiversity – the
reason why the ecology fieldwork was carried out in this
environment. The day began with a tour of the woodlands
(including the newly installed ‘long-drop toilet facility’) to
allow the students to orientate themselves and come to
terms with all the insects and ‘giant’ ants that were present.
Upon returning to their fieldwork base, they listened to an
outdoor lecture given by Dr Rodrigo Vega from Canterbury
Christ Church University on dormouse population genetics
and conservation. This was followed by a shorter talk by
Suzanne Kynaston from the Wildwood Trust. Suzanne’s
talk covered dormouse breeding for conservation purposes
and
reintroduction
programmes. Suzanne
brought along two
dormice (Dora and
Flora) for the students
to see. There were lots
of “ooos and aaahs”!
The students worked
hard for the day using
quadrats, surveying transects and collecting data, but were
allowed an hour to have a BBQ lunch. This was cooked
over open wood fires. They were given the opportunity to
sample ‘bunny’ burgers and Tandoori rabbit skewers as
well as their own provisions. More than 40 bunny burgers
were consumed! On completion of the fieldwork, the
students
returned to
Highsted,
tired, full
and with
lots of data
to analyse
using their
skills
in
statistics. A thoroughly satisfying day in every way.

Enterprise!
During Citizenship Week, Year 10 embarked upon the
challenge of Enterprise! In small groups they formed
companies selling a range of products and services
including personalised jewellery, iced tea, primary school
workshops, dog walking, car washing, bench varnishing
and numerous food stalls. Over the week they have learnt
both important life skills in managing finances and the level
of communication and cooperation required to work well in
a team. The food groups have learnt valuable lessons in
food hygiene and reducing waste, while the groups offering
services around school now appreciate the extent of the
work behind the scenes at Highsted. The car washing
groups both at Highsted and Borden have also learnt that
their respected teachers do not always keep their cars as
tidy as their classrooms!

Geography Fieldwork
On Wednesday 8 July Year 10 Geography students went on a
field trip to Reculver Country Park, Bishopstone and Herne
Bay to begin their coursework.
The trip was enjoyable despite the day being hard work. The
day started by coach and minibus to Reculver Country Park.
Once we arrived, the classes were split into two groups; some
to go on top of the cliff to examine the variation of plants and
the others to go on the beach to look at coastal formations
with the other teachers.
Later on in the day the two groups went to Bishopstone
where one group, using quadrats, looked at the different types
of seaweed growing. The other group looked at different sea
defences. After these activities, we travelled to Herne Bay.
After arriving at Herne Bay the students and teachers were
given a well-deserved break. In this time everybody jumped
at the chance to buy some much-anticipated chips and ice
cream while being wary of seagulls. Afterward, the students
had two activities: measuring the gradient of the beach and
measuring the long shore drift. After, the students swapped
and compared results from the day and made their way home.
A tiring but enjoyable day was had by all!

Chanel Charity Fun Run
On Thursday 2 July 2015, every member of the Chanel house
took part in a 45 minute Fun Run on the school field at
lunchtime. The goal was to raise money through sponsorship
by running as many times as possible around the 400m track.
Overall, the result was incredible. A total of £802.22 was
raised by the runners!
The highest number of laps
completed was 11 by two students:
Imani I and Meghan H. Imani raised
£124, as her dad sponsored her £10
per lap! Meghan also managed to
raise over £50, so the Fun Run was a
huge success. Admittedly, some
people were apprehensive to begin
with (the clouds were looming right
above) but as soon as we got started,
spirits lifted as people ran with their
friends in brightly coloured costumes
and neon clothing. Creatively
hilarious methods of running were
also used: from Year 10, Lauren A and Erin H ran several
laps with one of each leg tied together in a 3-legged jog.
Our charity this year in Chanel is
Plan UK, where we are raising
money for disaster relief in
Nepal. The money raised by the
students will go towards helping
people affected by the disastrous
earthquake that was recently
triggered on the 12 May 2015.
Plan UK is focusing on providing
food and water, sanitation,
supplies,
education
and
protection to all of the people affected by the 7.8 magnitude
earthquake. Plan UK has also opened six child-friendly
spaces in Kathmandu to help support children as they begin
the crucial process of healing and recovering from the trauma

of the earthquake. These child-friendly spaces are expected
to reach more than 1,000 children.
With the money raised at Highsted, we will be able to
provide the extra supplies and aid, all thanks to the students
who showed their support by participating in the Fun Run
and to all the sponsors who donated to this worthy cause.
By Tethi P – Year 10

The Super Speedy Car Challenge 2015
A STEM Club team from
Highsted competed for the
second year running in the
SSC Challenge at The
Kings
School
in
Canterbury last month.
Since September the team
has
been
designing,
building and testing a
superfast model car capable of speeds in excess of 50mph.
Driven by a powerful fan motor, the cars are run in a knock
out drag race style competition down a track the length of
three tennis court widths.
On the day the team worked as pit crew and driver, the cars
are radio controlled. The ‘White Lightning’ Team was
made up of the following members:
Year 7 – Amber S and Kiruthigaa A
Year 10 – Amy M, Alyssa F and Sian L
Against stiff competition from teams from Kings, Dover
College, the Judd School and Barton Court, ‘White
Lighting’ won three of it’s races despite numerous repairs.
There was frantic activity in the pits as all the teams
struggled to keep their cars competitive in what turned out
to be a gruelling competition. A thrilling afternoon was
had by all. The event rounded off with prizes and
strawberries and cream.
The team had learnt a lot from last year, producing a far
more robust and well finished competitive car. It didn’t win
but put up a good fight. The process will continue into next
year where they intend to create a new unbeatable design.

Young Enterprise 2015
This term the Young
Enterprise
team,
Highsted Enterprises,
have completed their
activities and closed
their business. It was
an
extremely
successful year for the
students, who made an
excellent profit and took away valuable experience of
running a business. Following on from their success, the
students were invited to take part in a community radio
programme on SFM, along with Vanessa Johnson, Young
Enterprise Manager and the Asda Community Champion.
This was a great experience for the girls involved. They
were able to share their experiences and encourage others in
the community to take up opportunities with Young
Enterprise. The students spoke so well that they were then
invited to support Young Enterprise at one of their primary
school initiatives in Sevenoaks. Vanessa Johnson praised
the girls for their hard work and support of the programme:
“Ffion and Jasmine were a huge support yesterday helping
with the programme ‘Our Business’. They showed

confidence, teamwork and the ability to take instruction.
They were great with the year 5/6 students and helped them
with their activities such as team building, marketing, product
design and finance.
It was a pleasure to have them as part of the volunteering
team and both received a thank you certificate.

Space Camp
On 7 July we had an early start to a very busy day, as
“Space Camp” came to Highsted. The team I was in was
called Discovery and we started with “Blast Off” which

Congratulations to Ffion, Jasmine, Laura, Jenny, Emma, Elly
and Rachel on such a successful year of trading. Watch out
for these budding entrepreneurs of the future!

Hairspray Review
On the 2 and 3 July 2015 Highsted Grammar School staged
the popular musical “Hairspray” to a sell-out crowd. The
evenings
were a huge
success due
to
the
outstanding
dramatic and
musical
talents of the
students. The
production
was
emotional, humorous and entertaining. Many students in the
production displayed outstanding dramatic skills such as
Taya H, Emma S, Molly B, Emma F, Grace H, Brogan B and
Ashlea W. This was combined by some excellent singing
talents of Emily Y, Peace E, Siobhan S and Beth E. There
were many outstanding performances by younger students
such as Grace D but to name them all would be like re
writing the programme! However, it must be mentioned that
the teachers starring roles were much appreciated by the
audience gaining an enthusiastic applause. The school
Orchestra have gone from strength to strength through the
leadership of Miss Arden. They achieved a professional
standard which truly enhanced the whole production.

It was amazing to see over 150 pupils involved in this
wonderful event and the finale highlighted this to the
audience in their final rendition of “Good Morning
Baltimore!”

connected us to a live session with the Control Room. We
then had to build a
rocket car and were
given no instrustions –
just equipment! We
then launched mini
hot air balloons, and
this was my favourite.
Ours went very high
and some even landed
in trees and peoples’
gardens!
There was also Flight
School which taught us about how planes need to be
streamlined in order to fly, and about forces that will affect
it’s flight. We made our own hooplets and tested them to
see whose flew the furthest. We were also allowed to fly
polystyrene gliders outside in groups. Other activities
included designing egg holders for astronauts and straw kite
making.

During lunch there
was a professional
rocket launch on
the field! This was
extreamly exciting,
especially
when
the large rocket
was launched at
the end! It was a
very windy day
but we managed to
control the rockets.
I really enjoyed
the day and can’t wait for the next one.
By Ella G – Year 7

Sports Updates

UCL Maths Challenge

Beach Vollyball

On Friday 10
July 5 Year 9
students went to
Univerity
College London
to
decide
whether
all
penguins
are
criminals! They
were challenged
to design and build their own game and present it to the

Great
credit
to
Hannah P, Olivia P,
Gabrielle R, Libby F,
Alice H, Kacey G
and Bua C for
representing Highsted
at our first ever beach volleyball tournament, held in
Margate. The team exceeded all
expectations
and
narrowly
missed out on a bronze medal,
finishing 4th out of 11 schools. A
very impressive performance
and we look forward to building
on this next year!

Athletics - Once again, Highsted excelled
across all year groups in local athletic
events. Our annual athletics meet, held at
SCC, proved a great success across all events.
Well done to all who took part. A special mention to Johanna
W and Alice H who qualified for the regional event and went
on to represent Swale at the Kent School Athletics
Championships, held at the Julie Rose stadium in Ashford.
Continuing with athletics, Alice Year 10, represented
Highsted at the recent South East Schools Combined Events
Championships, in association with the English Schools’
Athletic Association. Alice competed in the Intermediate
Girls Heptathlon, against students from all over the south
east. All of us here at Highsted are very proud of her
achievements!

other school teams involved. Unfortunately they didn’t win,
but their enthusiasm and commitment for a whole day is to
be applauded. Well done to: Myka G, Amber P, Emma S,
Natasha A and Heather W.

Archery - Huge congratulations to Alice D,
Year 8, who represented SCCA at the recent
Junior
National
Outdoor
Archery
Championship. Alice competed in the Junior
Ladies Barebow category and achieved a very impressive 4th
place. We look forward to seeing Alice develop her skills
next year!

Sports Day - Finally, thanks and well done to everyone
who took part in sports day this year. The level of
participation and the high standards made it a thoroughly
enjoyable day. A special mention must go to Alex C and
Elena J who became new Highsted record holders, in their
year group, for their times in the 1500m. Also, a well done to
Franklin for regaining their crown and being Sports Day
2015 winners.

Simmonds School Uniform Shop
The school uniform shop will be open during the summer
holidays as follows:
• Monday 27 July to Friday 14 August – 9:00am-3:00pm
• Tuesday 1 September to Friday 4 September – 9:00am3:00pm
Just pop in during the above opening times, or alternatively
call Clair to book an appointment on 01795 299535.
The shop is also open during term time every Monday to
Thursday from 1.00pm-2.00pm.

Staffing Update
At the end of the academic year it is time to say goodbye to staff that are leaving to develop their careers in other contexts: In IT,
Miss Aubeeluck is moving to a school nearer to home in North London and will be replaced by Miss Moss the newly appointed
subject leader of IT and Computing; Miss Dinneen (Business and Economics) is relocating back to Ireland and is being replaced
by Mr McAiodh. Further to the early retirement of Mr Roberts in April, the Art department welcomes Ms. Rodwell and Miss
Smith will take over as subject leader of Art and Design.
You will be aware that Miss Treanor (Music) has returned from her maternity leave, so too has Mrs Ahluwalia (English) and Mrs
Watts (MFL); consequently we have said goodbye to Mr Woolen-Lewis and Mrs Ridgeway and we thank them for the dedication
and commitment they have shown to the school during their short tenure.
I have already updated parents on Miss Gration’s (Physics) maternity leave and we have secured the services of a very
experienced Physics teacher – Ms. McCormick-Clarke. Mrs Jones (Sociology and RE) and Miss Bushell (DT) will commence
their maternity leave over the summer and they are being temporarily replaced by Miss Sargeant and Mr Goodey; we look forward
to their contributions in moving the school forward.
Finally, Mr Carvell has been appointed to Head of Drama and Miss Calver commences her training to become a teacher within the
MFL department; to all members of staff, we thank you for the work that you do in order to support the continued success of our
students.
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