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Once again Highsted hosted a serene and moving lighting
ceremony on behalf of the Wisdom Hospice during which
students from the school choir, accompanied by senior
musicians in the Sixth Form, presented a sensitive and
lyrical remembrance service for family members and
friends no longer with us. To all involved in this important
event, thank you for the respect that you demonstrated in
supporting others at this time.

Dear Parents
As we come to the end of another successful term, I am
delighted to share with you the numerous activities that the
Highsted community has been involved in, and I also have
great pleasure in updating parents that Highsted has been
positioned as one of the top performing schools in the
country for our A-Level performance and is the only
grammar school in Swale to receive this accolade! To staff,
students and parents, congratulations on your well -deserved
success.
In all the articles that follow within this edition of Highsted
Highflyer, I hope you will be impressed by the strong sense
of team and community that is evident in the work produced
by students coming together in a spirit of co-operation.
From students developing their musical talent by
participating in the Sittingbourne Music Society masterclass,
or by engaging in creative pursuits through writing poetry for
a national competition, or even by demonstrating their
democratic fervour through the School Council hustings,
students from across all year groups have had numerous
opportunities to strengthen their cultural capital beyond the
formal curriculum – to all involved, I am proud of your
achievements.
The school has been particularly interested in developing
Character Education this academic year – those skills of
resilience and moral character – skills of personal
development that are needed if we are to prepare our young
people to be able to stand up for a purpose that is greater than
their individual self and there are numerous examples in
which our students and staff role model such values and
beliefs in their daily interactions within the school and local
community. No doubt you will have seen on the local news
the marvellous tree that students in our Year 7 D&T club
designed in support of the annual community project the
‘Tunstall Christmas Tree Festival’. Inspired by the twelve
days of Christmas, the work submitted by Highsted was
exceptional and received great acclaim within our local
community. To Mrs Richards and the Year 7 team,
congratulations on your success and thank you for
contributing to this charitable cause.

Thinking about those less fortunate than ourselves
prompted students in Franklin 2, in collaboration with the
Salvation Army, to provide toys for the homeless within the
Sittingbourne community at Christmas – I am delighted
with the overwhelming display of generosity that has been
shown by the school in their support of this cause and my
sincere thanks goes to the students leading this endeavour
in addition to those who have contributed. Similarly, staff
have shown great character in support of their local
homeless shelter by purchasing a food parcel for someone
hungry at Christmas as opposed to contributing to the
traditional ‘Secret Santa’ – the response from staff has been
overwhelming, so thank you for your commitment to
support our local community especially at this time of the
year.
I hope you will agree with me that there are so many
exciting and positive developments that have been
embraced by our students since the first term in school - I
do hope that you enjoy reading about them in the pages that
follow and I would like to thank all the staff involved for
your continued enthusiasm and support of our students.
Please be advised that Mrs Devaney, our part time teacher
of German is leaving the school to become a supply
teacher; Mr Woollen Lewis will be returning to Highsted as
a full time teacher of German from January. I would like to
thank Mrs Devaney for her contribution to the Highsted
community. Mr Englefield has been appointed as Head of
Maths from January and Ms Demarzo will have
responsibility for Keller House.
To students, staff and parents I wish you and your families
a peaceful and relaxing holiday. The school will reopen on
Tuesday 3 January 2017.
All good wishes and thank you for your continued support

Anne Kelly
Headteacher

Sittingbourne Music
Workshop and Concert

Society

Masterclass

environment with students recounting memories or looking
ahead to the future.
These poems were submitted to Busta Rhyme, a national
poetry contest organised by Young Writers, an association
that since 1991 has been engaging young people in creative
writing. Overall, there were entries from 900 schools and
22,000 students but the work of Chanel clearly stood out as
Highsted was awarded third place with 58 pupils selected to
have their work published in an anthology of poetry. The
school was awarded £250.00 which will be used within the
House to support our chosen charities and also to fund a
reward event for the students of Chanel. Pupils nominated
for publication have been offered the opportunity to
purchase this anthology, a copy of which will be on display
in the school library.

On Friday 7 October the Charlotte Ashton Flute Trio
conducted an ensemble masterclass with a selection of
chamber music ensembles from Highsted. Charlotte was
recently appointed as Principal Flute of the BBC Scottish
Symphony Orchestra after graduating from the Royal
Academy of Music in 2015 with a First Class Honours and
the ‘Principal's Prize’. Charlotte and her trio gave
constructive
feedback
on
ensemble
performance and
playing technique,
working with the
Highsted students
to improve their
chosen
performance
pieces. Year 10 music student, Elena J, commented; “This
was a brilliant opportunity to learn important ensemble skills
and to work with professional musicians. Afterwards, I felt
much more confident about playing with other people in an
ensemble than I did when practising with my sister
beforehand.” The Charlotte Ashton Flute Trio performed
later in the evening in a concert for the Sittingbourne Music
Society. They
invited two of
the
Highsted
chamber
ensembles
to
perform in the
second half of
the programme,
choosing
a
string
quartet
(Highsted
students Ellie S, Joely B and Laura M) and a violin duet
(Highsted students Elena and Freya J) to perform. The
masterclass and evening performance were a brilliant success
and all students involved thoroughly enjoyed themselves.

Highsted and Chanel House Secure National
Poetry Award
During tutorials throughout October, students in Chanel
wrote lyric poems, in which they expressed their thoughts
and feelings on topics they felt passionate about. A diverse
range of themes were showcased, from family to the

I congratulate the many students in Chanel who have
become published writers. Who knows, it may be the start
of a successful career…
Mr Taylor-Richardson
Head of Chanel

School Council Hustings
Following the success of the School Council over the last
academic year, Highsted has again elected 12 candidates to
facilitate the running of the school council until the end of
this school year. This year’s election campaign required
pupils to submit a video outlining why they would make a
suitable candidate for the school council, pupils then
campaigned fiercely in the Hall over a three day period of
hustings. A number of candidates took their campaign
beyond the ~Hall where the hustings took place and there
was a noticeable correlation between campaign presence
around the school and success in the form of final votes. To
ensure a fully democratic process, pupils were to vote for
their preferred candidate for each of the three key stages
and the three with the highest percentage of votes for each
key stage were automatically elected. Following this the
remaining candidates were then given a final opportunity to
persuade voters to elect them with a final day of
campaigning where those three candidates with the highest
percentage of votes were elected to complete the 12 person
body.
Following the initial stage of voting the following students
were elected:
Key stage 3: Breanna G, Oluwatomi O and Rebecca J
Key Stage 4: Tierney S, Princella B and Charlotte G
Key Stage 5: Charlie D, Chloe H and Michelle D
The final day of voting saw the following candidates
elected: Millie M, Isabelle W and Charlie D.
The results following the voting saw an equal proportion of
candidates elected from each key stage, ensuring a
representative council in respect of the three key stages.
Members of the council have already been discussing ways
in which positive change can be bought about within the
school and the wider community and this year is already
bearing the promise of an extremely successful year for the
school council and Highsted School.

Harvest Festival

Creativity: F4 and S2

Pupils of Highsted were given the theme of ‘Inspiration’ for
the Harvest Festival 2016 and the standard of harvest boxes
this year was truly inspirational. Following a number of
significant events historically and in recent times, the diverse
interest of each of the 30 tutor groups was evident in the
creation
of
each box. The
criteria
that
each box were
to be judged on
was simple yet
effective with
entrants being
awarded
a
mark out of ten
and
the
possibility of being crowned the winner for the following
three criteria: Relevance to theme, Generosity
and
Creativity. There was an award for the overall winner to
acknowledge successful consistency in line with the criteria
set. Boxes were presented and judged in two assemblies.

F4 were extremely creative in their creation of the
Hogwarts train from the Harry Potter series, their box even
included the famous wall at the station. S2 based their box
on the Disney castle and had a number of inspirational
quotes and information on the accomplishment of Walt
Disney.

The judging was almost as difficult as the creation of the
boxes themselves and there were two assemblies to celebrate
Harvest. Assemblies were led by members of the Head Girl
team and pupils were granted the honour of a guest speaker
in their Harvest assembly. School Governor Mr Jepson and
Mr Abbey from the Salvation Army offered a valuable
insight into the importance and meaning of Harvest in each
assembly respectively. Following the professional judgement
of boxes by Mr Jepson and Mr Abbey, the following entrants
were crowned winners for:

Relevance to theme: F5 and R5.
F5 created a tree with inspirational quotes and made
reference to those in their tutor group who had inspired them
in some way. R5 based their box on the Hudson River crash
and made special recognition towards the pilot and crew for
guiding the safe landing of the plane.
Generosity : C3 and K4
Both C3 and K4 donated a significant amount of food for
harvest, as well as this there was a variety of food products
which will undoubtedly help those in the local community.

Overall winner: C4 and S2
C4 made a significant effort in the creation of their box;
based on globe success, they included a number of
inspiration people and information on each of those
included. The immense group effort from S2 was evident
and they were the only tutor group to be win two categories
for their harvest box.
The effort of every tutor group was evident in the
consistently high standard of harvest boxes and the wealth
of donations made by Highsted pupils. Donations were
gratefully met by representatives from The Salvation Army,
Age UK and The Quays accommodation shelter and
Highsted School is proud to be able to serve its local
community in such a way that supports local causes in an
effective way. We would like to acknowledge and thank all
involved and pupils should be proud of their contribution in
enabling a successful celebration of Harvest.

The Highsted Tea Party: An Annual Tradition
On the 8 November, as is tradition, Highsted Grammar
School held their annual tea party
in which Year 7 students
welcomed a range of guests,
including School Governors,
representatives from charity
groups and staff from local
primary schools.
All of us in Year 7 were excited
to prepare for this event: first we
invited our guests, allowing us to
catch up with our former primary
school teachers or to meet new
members of staff at Highsted,
like Miss Cox or Mr Thompson.
We produced personalised, handcrafted invitations and then
we selected a theme
for
our
table
decorations
that
would capture the
spirit of the occasion.
There were many
different
ideas
showcased across the
room:
Alice
in
Wonderland
and
Disney
themed
tables; purple and
white colour schemes
that reflected our chosen charity; and much more.
As well as being a social event, every year the tea party
allows our school to support an important charity. For this
event, we chose the Wisdom Hospice. Some students from
our year group, Annabel, Eleanor and Alecsia delivered an

informative speech to explain to us the good work of the
Wisdom Hospice fund. They shared ideas about how we can
raise money to help the hospice; on sale in the hall were
badges, toys and jewellery with all of the money raised to be
donated to the Wisdom Hospice charity fund.
Furthermore, this
year’s event was
an opportunity to
gift the money
raised in 2015 as a
cheque
was
presented to our
guest
from
Meadowfield, Lisa
Candy, by the
former Year 7 charity representative, Bethany.
After sharing tea and cake with our guests, we also
performed a song that our music teachers, Miss Arden and
Miss Treanor, had been teaching us in Term 1; it was titled
The Music of the Night. Everyone enjoyed the performance!
With
the
singing done,
we took our
guests
across
the school to
show off some
of our hard
work:
informative
magazines
created as part
of our Health based PSHCEE day; German and French work;
English poems; History essays and Geography projects; and
the boxes we have built and sanded in DT. All of our old
teachers commented on how nice it was to see how much we
had progressed in our short time at Highsted.
Overall, it was a great afternoon and it was lovely to see our
old teachers and to make new friends. We are proud to have
supported
an
important charity and
to have participated in
this
Highsted
tradition. We hope
that it carries on for
years to come.
Words By Oakleigh F
and Shannon B
Year 7 students

Year 8 Charity Bazaar
The Charity Bazaar
was an event run by
the Year 8s raising
money for various
charities including:
Breast Cancer Care,
WWF, Make a Wish
Foundation,
Meningitis
Now,
Refuge, Parkinsons UK and Stonewall. Each stall had
something very unique about it, whether it was the products it
was selling, the decorations or just the atmosphere of the
stall. Everyone there, whether they were running the stalls or

just looking around, seemed to be having a lot of fun and
everyone was clearly enjoying themselves.
There was much
diversity in the
number of different
and
unique
charities that the
Year
8s
were
raising money for,
and no two stalls
were the same.
Girls ran events ranging from raffles and lucky dips to
tombolas and photo booths. There was also a huge variety
of products on sale such as: badges, stress balls, beauty
products, bracelets, toys and key rings.
Overall the event was able to raise an impressive £1465.84
for charity, with the winning group (led by Daisy H) raising
£147.49 for their chosen charity of Great Ormond Street
Hospital. All those involved did a fantastic job.

PE Celebration Trip
On Friday 25 November, the annual PE Celebration Trip
took place. Across the year students are encouraged to take
part in extra-curricular sports clubs and each time they
attend they are given a stamp in their PE card. At the end of
the year, the 30 students with the most stamps are given the
opportunity to attend
the celebratory trip. It
gives
them
the
chance to try a brand
new sport and watch
a sport live in action.
This year the students
were taken for a
curling session at
England’s
only
dedicated ice curling rink in Tunbridge Wells. Having
thrown stones, swept ice and skippered their own teams, the
students made their way to the Olympic Park. They were
able to walk around the Park and view the Olympic
Swimming pool as well as the Orbit Observation Tower.
They then then made their way to the Copper Box Arena
where they watched the London Lions take on the
Manchester Giants. A victory for London’s only
professional basketball team, scoring over 100 points,
capped off a fantastic day. Although it was a long day, the
behaviour of all those involved was exemplary! An
excellent day had by all and we look forward to next year’s
PE Celebration Trip!

Who to be with? Or not to be with? That is the
Question……
On Thursday 24 of
November
2016,
Highsted held its
annual
House
Drama competition.
Each of the six
Houses
were
represented by a
mix of year groups
giving outstanding
performances, inspired by the works of William Shakespeare
– with each House adding their own twist.
The winning House,
Seacole, performed a
very unique piece, set
at a party with the
main characters from
famous Shakespearean
plays
accidentally
falling in love with the
wrong person. It was
certainly a touch of creative genius to have the mad Ophelia
from ‘Hamlet’ fall in love with the hallucinating, guilt-ridden
Macbeth and no one in the audience could avoid being
touched by Juliet’s passionate balcony speech to her one true
love – Hamlet.
Year 8 Student,
Gabriella
D,
felt, “On the
night,
the
atmosphere
was full of
anticipation
and nerves but
also a positive
feeling of all
years working
together.”
The whole school got involved, with students performing,
assisting with costumes, props, lighting and effects and
cheering on each House group. Teachers: MRS Evans, Miss
Arden and Miss Trainor, along with all six Heads of Houses,
supported, organised and encouraged each performance,
resulting in an excellent dramatic evening celebrating 400
years of Shakespeare.

Young Enterprise
Highsted students are once again taking part in the Young
Enterprise Company Programme this year. The group of 10
students, from Year 12, are already well on their way to
making themselves a good profit this year. The students have
been packaging and selling festive gifts and stocking fillers in
the run up to Christmas and products have been literally
flying off the shelves! On 3 December the students took part
in the Dicken’s Festival Christmas Market in Rochester, and
impressed fellow stall holders and the general public with
their confident selling techniques. Over the past few weeks,
the students have also been selling their goods at school
events and in the foyer at Asda in Sittingbourne, with ever
growing confidence and success. Congratulations to the

students
on
the
positive start they
have made and we
look forward to seeing
their business grow in
the New Year.

Lights for Love
The ‘Lights for Love’ evening took place on Tuesday 6
December at Highsted Grammar School. The event gave
people a chance to reflect on the year that they’d had and
remember those who they may have lost during the year or
a previous year. You could dedicate a light to them. The
event was attended by the Mayor of Swale, various
representatives of Friends of the Wisdom Hospice and
some Highsted students and staff (including Highsted
violinists and the Highsted Choir). The event was
organised by Friends of the Wisdom Hospice, a charity
situated in Rochester. For the past 30 years, they have been
dedicated to providing quality end of life care.
The Hi-Pod, where the event took place, provided a cosy
and intimate venue for the service which consisted of
readings, poems, violin melodies, hymns and prayers.
Guests were invited to place their star on the tree and write
in the Book of Remembrance. The evening concluded with
the switching on of the Christmas tree, which was
decorated with stars - written by the guests - containing
heartfelt messages to their lost loved ones. Christmas can
be a very difficult time of year for those who have lost
someone very dear to them and the evening provided an
opportunity for people to calmly think and remember.

Oh Come all Ye Musicians!
On Wednesday 7 December Highsted Music Department
held their annual Christmas Concert, which was packed full
of music from classical to rock and pop to folk fusion. As
well as the usual
ensembles, there were
two
new
groups
performing in this
year’s concert; the
Year 9 Band and the
Gospel
Ensemble.
School prefects Ellie
S, Rachel E and
Maisy C commented,
“We enjoyed the Christmas concert this year because as a
whole it had a very upbeat vibe about it and there was a
massive range of different ensembles that anyone could get
involved with.
”Following on from the success of
the Highsted Christmas Concert,
the Christmas Festival Concert
was held on Monday 12
December. Now in its second year,
the Christmas Festival Concert
was designed by the Highsted
Music Department to bring
together all the wonderful young
performers
in
our
local
community. This year’s concert
saw performances of seven

different pieces, all performed in collaboration with Highsted
students, including Carol of the Bells, Viva la Vida, and
Walking in the Air. The schools and groups involved in this
year’s concert were: Highsted Grammar School, Borden
Grammar School, Fulston Manor School, Oasis Academy
Isle of Sheppey, Tunstall Primary School, St Peters Primary
School,
South
Avenue
Primary School and the
Sittingbourne Suzuki String
group. Local Kent Music
Soundhub Leader, Lucy
Duff, commented, “Pieces
sounded stunning with such
a large group of pupils and
instruments”, St Peters teacher, Megan Michelle, said,
“Feedback from our parents was that they especially enjoyed
the fact that everyone was performing together…Performing
with the older [students] raised the standard and a couple of
my students are now keen to join the school band as a
result!” A great afternoon was had by all!

trees that were
entered into the
festival
with
entries ranging
from
local
business
to
local Primary
Schools.
The
church was able
to raise over
£3000.00
in
donations. Money raised will be split between the Wisdom
Hospice and the church roof fund.
The tree will now be on display at the front of Highsted
Grammar School until late January. The dedication and
commitment of both staff and students has been
extraordinary and all should be incredibly proud of their
efforts.

We Wish you a Merry Cakemas!
Salvation Army Christmas Appeal at Highsted
The Year 12 and 13s’ in Franklin 2 were very keen to spread
the festive cheer by providing toys to those less fortunate
than themselves. Consequently, they approached Miss Arden
and enquired as to whether they could start a collection for
the Salvation Army. The collection was a popular idea
amongst students and teachers alike, resulting in the girls
asking if they could open it up to the rest of the school. The
proposal was met with great positivity, meaning that
Highsted managed to collect several large boxes full of toys
for the homeless. A very well done to all those involved: to
those who organised it and to those who donated. Thank you
greatly for your time and effort!

The Christmas Tree Festival
This year students of the
Highsted DT club took part in
the annual community project
“The Christmas Tree Festival”
at St John the Baptist church in
Tunstall. The brief was to
design a tree that could be
displayed with many others in
the church for four days on the
theme of ‘The Twelve Days of
Christmas’.
Since the brief was sent in
September, the DT club met every Wednesday and Thursday
to work on the tree. People came to see a forest of over 90

As part of the practical
requirements of their Food
Technology course, pupils
in Year 9 were given the
opportunity to design and
make a full sized festive
cake,
which
included
marzipan and icing. During
this unit pupils learned
skills including how to
prepare and make a rich
fruit cake, how to decorate
and ice and were able to
reflect on how such
produces are prepared, cooked and presented by major
retailers.
To make the cakes look
as professional looing as
possible
they
were
displayed on boards, had
ribbons and the cakes
went home boxed. All
cakes were designed,
hand-made and hand
decorated by the pupils
in school over the course
of six weeks. The pupils’ cakes have been entered for the
first ever annual Highsted Festive Cake Competition which
promised to be a sumptuous event for both the eyes and the
taste buds!
Congratulations go
to TJ K (Franklin)
and
Rachel
C
(Eliot) who came
joint third with their
cakes designed as
Father
Christmas
and a group of hand
iced
gingerbread
men. Second place
was awarded to Emma C (Seacole) for her beautiful blue
creation including two very cute hand sculpted penguins.
Finally, first place was Isobelle J (Seacole) who’s fantastic
cake included individual models of a Christmas tree, a

gingerbread house, wrapped presents, a sack and a string of
Christmas lights. All
the students worked
extremely
hard
throughout the six
weeks and should be
very proud of their
achievements – and
hopefully they will
enjoy eating them as
much as they did
making them!

The guest speaker was Fabian de Fabiani an expert in
Character Education, an essential part of pupil development
involving resilience and strength of character. He inspired
pupils, telling them of the importance of never losing sight
of their goals, despite the many challenges and set-backs
they may face in life. He went on to tell pupils not to be
daunted by the ‘glass ceiling’, a combination of sexist
attitudes and discrimination that may prevent women from
reaching their full potential in their careers. Highsted
pupils, buoyed by the celebration of their success, were
reminded how they are the next generation of leaders who
must seize every opportunity.

Highsted Pupils Inspired to ‘Smash Through
Glass Ceiling’

Fabian de Fabiani ended his speech with words from the
poem ‘Invictus’ by William Ernest Henley, challenging
pupils to smash through the glass ceiling – ‘I am the captain
of my soul. I am the guardian of my fate.’

On Wednesday 14 December, Highsted Grammar School put
Christmas preparations to one side as staff and pupils
celebrated their outstanding success. Starting proceedings,
Anne Kelly, a proud Headteacher, congratulated the school
on being the very best in Swale for GCSE and A Level
results.

Year 7 Christmas Pantomime Trip
Year 7s’ travelled to Canterbury on Thursday 15 December
2016 to watch the ‘Dick Whittington Pantomime’. The
theatre was filled with laughter, smiles and a lot of
shouting!! It was a very festive trip and all girls enjoyed the
show!
We even had a comment from a parent about the girls’
outstanding behaviour throughout the day! What a way to
celebrate the progress Year 7s’ have made since September.

Well done KS3!

Well over two hundred pupils received awards ranging from
outstanding achievement, progress, effort, contribution to
Science, Business, Drama, Sport and positive contributions to
the local community.
The evening included fabulous musical performances from
Highsted students including: ‘Canon in D’ by Pachelbel –
performed by Joely B and Eleanor S in Year 13, Laura M in
Year 9 and Sian L in Year 12; and later, Kathryn S in Year
13 performed a flute solo of a piece by Devienne.
There was also an opportunity to recognise the success of
past pupils of Highsted with eight students recently achieving
a First Class Honours at University for qualifications such as:
Physiotherapy,
Neuroscience,
Geography,
Nursing,
Psychology and Law.

Throughout Terms 1 & 2 girls in Years 7, 8 & 9 have
achieved great success in extracurricular activities which
have taken place in the UK, Austria and Paris. We would
like to congratulate the following pupils; Abigail P and Ella
G for taking part in the ‘Snow White and the Seven
Dwarf’s’ pantomime and Lucy F and Natasha F for
participating in the ‘Jack and the Beanstalk’ pantomime
throughout the month of December. A big well done to
Mckenzie F, Yasmin M, Mia T who brought home a gold
medal in their dance championships and to Katie M, Hollie
K, Elicia R and Ilana W who also competed in the World
Street Dance championships in Austria back in October.
Congratulations to Elena B-M at coming 4th place for
acrobatics and 3rd place for tumbling in your gymnastic
competition held at Southampton and to Tallulah L who
travelled to Disneyland Paris to take part in a dance show.
We are very proud of you all!!

Football
So far this academic year, football has been hugely
successful across all age groups. With Highsted entered
into 7 different competitions there has been a lot of action.
As it currently stands our U14 and U16 teams are through
to the quarter finals of the Kent Cup, while our U13 are
waiting to play round 3. Our U13 and U14 teams were also
entered in to the English Schools’ Cup, whereby all
secondary schools from across the country can enter. Our
U14 battled through to round 3, where they were
unfortunately narrowly beaten. However, our U13 team are
waiting to play round 4. With 413 schools entering, only 64

remain, meaning we
now host Sandringham
School from St Albans
in the next round.
Highsted also entered
the annual U13 6-aside Kent League Cup.
The team performed
outstandingly all day,
but
were
cruelly
beaten in the last
seconds of the semi-final, before winning the 3rd/4th place
play off. Coming 3rd in Kent is a great achievement! A very
big well done to all involved in the football teams!

impressed as us by their first efforts using this new medium
as part of their coursework.

Well done to everyone who has taking part in sport this year
at Highsted. We have made fantastic improvements in
Football and Netball in a variety of County competitions and
have continued our unbeaten success in Athletics and
Rounders against the local schools in Sittingbourne. Students
who have attended the PE clubs regularly throughout the year
will be selected for the PE reward trip when we come back
next academic year. As well as the success of school teams
we have also heard of some fantastic achievements by our
pupils outside of school and we have some athletes
competing at an extremely high level. It is always nice to
hear and celebrate this success so we encourage students to
come and tell us about their achievements. This term we were
delighted to hear the success of Abi H and Charlotte B who
after a long trial process have earned a place in the Kent
Football Team. Shelby L has had great international success
in Boxing and Elena J smashed her personal best in the
1500m at the Kent Schools Athletics Championships. Well
done and keep competing next year.

WALLACE GALLERY – SIXTH FORM
LIFE DRAWING CLASSES

Athletics
On Monday 14 November, our athletics team travelled to The
Oasis Academy, Isle of Sheppey, to compete in the Sportshall
Athletics Level 2 Qualifier. With both a Year 7 and Year 8
team, we were looking to keep up the tradition of winning
both age categories. With a combination of some fantastic
individual and team performances, we did indeed win both
age groups and now progress to the Regional Finals in
February, where we will represent Sheppey and
Sittingbourne. A huge well done to all involved.

Art department News….
The Art Department is off to another exciting start this year
with many Art clubs already up and running. KS4 and 5
exam coursework is in full swing and portfolio preparation
for Art colleges has begun. Our annual visit to the Wallace
Gallery working with a practicing artist and life model
resulted in some great life drawings by our Year 12 and 13
Art students. In January a group of Year 12 and 13
Photography students will also be visiting the Nikon factory
in London to work with practicing artists and explore new
techniques. We look forward to seeing how these visits will
inspire our students work this year.
A selection of Glass Fusion pieces created by Year 12 and 13
is available to see in reception. We hope you will be as

Year10 Art students are also off to a flying start producing
outstanding responses for their Unit 1 coursework all of
which have been highly original and inventive in their use
of materials. A new ceramic workshop will be starting after
Christmas for Year 10 – please see Ms Rodwell for further
details.
Please check notice boards and Art studios for news of new
Art clubs and a House Art competition next term.
Ms A J Rodwell
Head of Art

The Wallace Gallery programme allows students to explore
the amazing art collection alongside drawing from a life
model during two one day workshops led by practicing
artists. Drawing from life is an essential skill for any
student intending to continue Art in further education.
“During this term Year 12 and 13 Art students went to the
Wallace Gallery in London to create our first ever figure
drawings working directly from a life model and exploring
paintings and sculptures from the collections Working from
a life model, I think
would be fair to say,
was something we
were a little worried
about.
However,
once we got over the
nerves
and
the
giggles were out of
our systems, we were
able to soon focus upon the Art and quick drawing
techniques. I was surprised how quickly I was able to focus
on the shapes and forms and soon forgot that there was a
life model in front of me. I found both the grandeur and
collection of Art within the building to be both inspiring
and overwhelming. At the end of the day we all learnt a lot
from the experience and I think we all really enjoyed it
too.”
Amy S S2

Carol Service

What is it like to study A-Level Photography?
On Monday 19 December, the
whole school gathered for a carol
service at St Michael’s Church in
Sittingbourne. This is an annual
tradition and is a time for
remembering the fundamental
spirit behind Christmas, through a
series of carols and readings.

Many talented students took part in
the carols as members of the
orchestra or singing with the choir.
Elena Ingram performed a fantastic
solo of the first verse of ‘Once in
Royal David’s City’ and students from year 7 to year 13
participated in readings. It certainly created a positive and
special atmosphere with the school coming together to
celebrate Christmas.
Hannah D and Chloe
O’B shared their
thoughts, “As a
community, we
definitely get a sense of
intimacy and it is great
to see students and
staff be there together
all at the same time. It made us think about the true meaning
of this holiday.”

Christmas Jumper Day
On Wednesday 21 December, Staff and Students alike wore a
plethora of Christmas Jumpers to raise money for charity.
The Chosen charity this year was ‘Save the Children’ and
School managed to raise an amazing £556.00.
The jumpers ranged from the traditional snowflakes and
Christmas trees to the weird and wacky including a Santa
head – complete with fluffy white beard – and avocados
wearing Christmas hats!

Open Studio' All students are welcome!
Come along to T1 Monday and Friday
Lunchtime to catch up on Art work and get
extra help from Art staff
During Open Studio we aim to develop creativity, drawing
skills and encourage talent. We also
aim to appeal to the interest of younger
artists, expanding and challenging
their drawing skills as well as their
outlook and perceptions of what art is.
Students can use the art studio to build
upon their own work in class or just
pop along for some advice from staff.
Open Studio is a great opportunity to
excel your artistic ability and to extend
your knowledge of art.

“In photography we learn
about different processes
used to look and create
photographs and post
production photographic
effects. Over the past term
I’ve looked at many new
Morgan R
techniques from analysing
pictures to technical aspects such as shutter speed and depth
of field. By doing this I’ve learnt the basics of Photography
very quickly and hope to apply the techniques to my own
personal projects for
coursework. I particularly
like the experimental
Photography element the
school brings into the
course
as
I
can
manipulate
and
edit
Neve B
photos through Photoshop
and create a variety of effects. I chose to study Photography
as it relaxes me and I enjoy having this creative outlet,
alongside my academic studies.”
Thalia C K3

Year 10 Ceramic Club: Beautiful Decay
For all Year 10 Art Students, why
not try this new Art club starting
Wednesday 11 January 1:00 – 1:50
in T1.
Come and design and then
construct a series of Abstract clay
textured tiles inspired by our Unit 1
study and the work of other artists?
Numbers are limited – and the
workshop will run for at least 6 sessions so please see Ms
Rodwell for further details and to reserve your place.

Simmonds School Uniform Shop
Highsted Grammar School uniform is available during term
time from our school uniform shop onsite at the School,
adjacent to the school hall
(Open Tuesday, Thursday 12:45pm – 1:45pm)
Telephone 01795 229535

Term 3

January

Tuesday 3

Start of Term 3

Monday 9

Year 11 Trial Exams Start

Wednesday 18

Year 10 Parents Evening

Friday 20

Year 11 Trial Exams End
PSHCEE Focus Day 4
Year 11 Sixth Form Familiarisation Day
February

Thursday 2

Intermediate UK Maths Challenge

Friday 10

End of Term 3
Staff Development Day – School closed for pupils

Term 4
Monday 20

Start of Term 4
Year 13 Trial Exams Start

Wednesday 22

Year 9 Exhibition & Options Evening
March

Thursday 2

Year 11 New Entrants Day
Year 11 Parents Evening

Friday 3

Year 13 Trial Exams End

Monday 6

Year 11 Progress Interviews Fortnight begins

Tuesday 7

55+ Concert

Wednesday 15

Year 9 Parents Evening

Friday 17

Year 11 Progress Interviews end

Wednesday 22

Spring Concert

Friday 31

End of Term 4
Staff Development Day – School closed for pupils

Term 5

April

Tuesday 18

Start of Term 5

Thursday 20

Year 8 Parents Evening

Tuesday 27

Junior Maths Challenge
May

Monday 15

Year 10 Internal Examinations Start
GCSE & A-Level Examinations Start

Friday 26

Year 10 Internal Examinations End
End of Term 5
PSHCEE Focus Day 5
HIGHSTED GRAMMAR SCHOOL
Highsted Road
Sittingbourne
Kent
ME10 4PT
Phone: 01795 424223
Fax: 01795 429375
E-mail: admin@highsted.kent.sch.uk
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