
 

 
December 2015 

Dear parents and students, 
 
As we come to the end of another hectic but fulfilling term, 
your daughters (and sons in the sixth form) have been 
demonstrating strong social action in their support of local 
charities. You will no doubt recall that our Deputy Headgirl led 
an open mic night in support of Autism Awareness – the event 
was a huge success and Hayley managed to mobilise the 
majority of the school community to understand the 
importance of Autism. The charity night raised a stunning 
£1500!  Well done to Hayley and the rest of the events team 
in achieving this success. 
 
In an attempt to embark on new endeavours, Highsted was 
delighted to welcome the Poet Laureate, Dame Carol Ann 
Duffy to the school in November. The evening was truly 
enthralling and it was particularly sweet to observe so many of 
our younger students showing Dame Duffy their English work 
with great pride. Thank you to Miss Dessoy in the English 
Department for arranging this amazing experience for 
students. 
 
Once again the House Drama competition was a stunning 
array of collaborations from across the House groups on the 
theme of Thrillers; congratulations to Seacole in winning the 
event with their somewhat disturbing ‘Dolls in the Dark’ 
production – our particular congratulations go to Katie 
Podolsky for the quality of the narrative. Thank you to Mr 
Carvell and Mrs Evans for their continued support of all the 
House groups and for ensuring this competition is so 
successful. 
 
Our Christmas Festival showcased on the first Friday in 

December, led by Miss Arden and Ms. Treanor was a truly 
exhilarating event to behold. It was particularly moving to see 
so many local students from across several primary and 
secondary schools in Swale perform together and I look 
forward to increased collaboration with our local schools in the 
New Year in order to maintain the momentum of this superb 
musical event. 
 
Governors were delighted to welcome back to the school 
former student, Christabel McCooey at our annual awards 
ceremony earlier this week. After leaving Highsted in 2008, 
Christabel secured a first class degree in Law in 2012 having 
studied Law at the National University of Singapore as an 
exchange student and later pursued a career as a Barrister 
when she was called to the Bar in 2014. Currently she is 
completing a pupillage at Goldsmiths Chambers in London. 
 
During the ceremony, the returning students and senior award 
winners in attendance were captivated by Christabel’s 
stunning achievements. Since leaving Highsted Christabel 
went on to the National University of Singapore to study Law 
as an exchange student before securing a first class honours 
degree in 2012. Shortly after this, she volunteered with 
Lawyers fighting to overturn the executions of prisoners on 

Death Row in New Orleans, USA as well as working with 
political activists and campaigners to abolish the death 
penalty in Louisiana. A woman with a strong sense of 
justice, Christabel has worked part-time for a charity called 
Speak, campaigning about global justice issues like the 
arms trade, and helping the poor in local communities; she 
became a student director of BPP's Human Rights Unit and 
Editor of its Human Rights Journal and is currently a part-
time journalist for an online magazine, The Justice Gap, 
writing about civil liberties. Additionally, Christabel has also 
volunteered with peace activists in Jerusalem, Israel with an 
NGO called Israeli Committee against House Demolitions – 
a non-governmental organisation concerned with rebuilding 
Palestinian homes demolished by Israeli authorities. Of 
particular note was her advice to students to face their fears, 
overestimate and be true to yourself! It was delightful to 
welcome Christabel back to the school that had the highest 
hopes for the young woman she would become. Once again 
I would like to congratulate all our students on their stunning 
achievements – your school is rightly proud of each and 
every one of you. 
 
Just before we break for the holidays, the Highsted 
community would like to say farewell to our Head of 
Geography, Mrs McGregor. After 21 years of service to the 
school Mrs McGregor has decided to retire from the 
profession that she has served so well for many years – we 
wish her all the very best for the next stage of her 
endeavours. Ms. Farrington is also moving on to new 
pastures as she embraces a different career within the 
fostering services – we wish her well in this new profession. 
Additionally, Ms. Nethersell retires and commences a period 
of travel in January the first destination being Australia and 
Mrs Mantle has taken a post in a local secondary school. To 
all staff leaving, we thank you for your numerous 
contributions in supporting the development of our students 
and we wish you well in your new pursuits! 
 
Highsted would like to welcome Miss Cox, teacher of 
computer science to the school in addition to Ms. Burton 
and Ms. Brown–Onigbanjo, newly appointed learning 
mentors and finally we welcome Mrs Prescott to our admin 
team. 
 
Please be advised that the school opens as normal on 
Monday 4

th
 January 2016. Further information about the 

start of term and other key dates can be found on the 
calendar on the back of this newsletter. 
 
May I take this opportunity to wish you a relaxing Christmas 
and thank you all for your continued support of the school – 
it is appreciated. 
 

The very best 
wishes for the 
holidays… 

 
ANNE KELLY 

Headteacher 



Learning Resource Centre 
 
The Learning Resource Centre 
Managers would like to thank 
everyone who supported the Book 
Fair which ran from Monday 10 
November to Thursday 13 
November. £319.83 worth of books, stationery and 
posters were sold earning 25% commission for the 
LRC. This will be used to purchase new books next 
year. All students, who purchased books, were entered 
into a free prize draw and the winners were then invited 
to choose a book as a prize. Miss Farrington kindly 
made the draw and the winners were: Madeleine Braby, 
Megan Baker and Georgia Mantle. 
 
The LRC Managers work very closely with the English 
Department to promote reading for pleasure throughout 
the school.  Linked to this is the Readathon, a 
sponsored reading event for year 7 students.  We are 
still collecting sponsorship money so cannot announce 
the final total or prize winners at the moment but would 
like to thank all those who took part, or sponsored 
students. This will result in many new books being 
purchased for students to enjoy. 
 
We are fortunate to have had many books donated to 
the LRC this term. Special thanks to Robyn Ansley and 
Summer White who have both donated  many copies. 
 
 

House Drama Competition 2015 
 
On 26 November 2015, Highsted held its annual 
competition where each house performs to a packed 
audience and four judges (this year Rachel Thompson, 
Chloe McCart, Dominique Cresswell and Andrew 

Arden) - the House Drama. During the weeks 
beforehand, each sixth form drama leader put together 
a ten-minute performance with the rest of their house 
and worked with a range of students from Years 7-11 
who wanted to participate in some way, whether 
through acting, lighting or working behind the scenes 
with the props. This year was especially great with over 
200 pupils getting involved and helping out their house, 
resulting in six fabulous plays in the evening.  
 
Each year, Highsted chooses a different theme. This 
year’s theme was thrillers, and several houses therefore 
included lots of murder, ghosts and scares...  In 
rehearsals, the sixth formers put together their 
productions, each in the hope of winning the House 
Drama title that had been given to Keller in last year’s 
competition. All year groups took part, even if their role 
was as small as being an extra who walked across the 
stage once. However, it was those participants who 
were dedicated and came to every practice for their 

house that made this year’s House Drama competition 
so successful.   
 
Sometimes, particular houses felt despair and feared 
that their performances would not be perfected; 
nevertheless, each house deserved to be rewarded 
and ended up performing a thrilling play.  The winners 
of the competition were well prepared and definitely 
thrilled the audience. Seacole’s drama was called 
‘The Dolls in the Dark.’ As the name suggests, it was 
about a girl who suffered as the dolls put her under 
their spell. Gradually, the dolls took over and as the 
protagonist told her mother, she was killed by her 
dolls for betrayal. 
 
In second place was Keller, the previous winning 
house, and third was Roddick who showed their 
understanding of the past and present. I participated 
in the Keller house drama as a musician with my elder 
sister, Elena. Together we composed an opening 
piece of music to build the tension and introduce the 
scary theme. This took a while to work out but it paid 
off, giving a chill to the audience, and made the 
performance come to life. We also played a sound 
effect to build the creepy feeling. Overall, the music 
sounded great and probably gave Keller a few extra 
marks.  I thoroughly enjoyed taking part in the house 
drama - backstage there was an excited chatter about 
the amazing costumes and their role in the 
performances. Though nervous before playing our 
tune and opening the Keller drama, I found there was 
a thrill about the whole event that always kept me 
going. I will definitely participate in next year’s House 
Drama competition after the wonderful experience I 
had performing my first ever one.  
 
 

Wallace Gallery – Life Drawing 
 
The Wallace Gallery programme allows students to 
explore the amazing art collection alongside drawing 
from a 
professional 
life model 
during two 
one day 
workshops 
led by 
practicing 
artists. 
Drawing 
from life is 
an essential 
skill for any student intending to continue Art in further 
education.   
 
Our A Level art class were invited to attend the 
Wallace Gallery in London with Ms Rodwell to create 
our first ever figure drawings while exploring paintings 
from the collections and working directly from a life 
model. Following the train and bus journey to Oxford 
Street we were greeted by our practicing artist for the 
day, Sadie Lee, a portrait and figurative painter. We 
were given drawing boards to sketch from the 
collection throughout the morning but were not 
allowed to have a rubber, requiring us to work with our 
mistakes. In the first session we moved around the 
collection and discussed paintings and sculptures 

http://www.google.co.uk/imgres?sa=X&biw=1024&bih=622&tbm=isch&tbnid=8i8VQ_s4X_FCpM:&imgrefurl=http://climbingthestacks.wordpress.com/2010/12/08/santas-not-invited-to-this-story-time/&docid=k9vAhocCmDZNaM&imgurl=http://climbingthestacks.files.wordpress.com/2010/12/ist2_10439725-santa-claus-reading-the-book.jpg&w=380&h=344&ei=D6ahUsecI9TxhQestIGQDw&zoom=1&ved=1t:3588,r:12,s:0,i:119&iact=rc&page=1&tbnh=181&tbnw=200&start=0&ndsp=15&tx=88&ty=92


from the Renaissance and Rococo period. We were 
then encouraged to capture line, form, movement and 

surface qualities 
in our drawings 
working from the 

bronze 
sculptures in the 
collection. Sadie 
gave us lots of 
ideas and tips to 
improve our 

studies 
throughout the 
morning.  

 
Following lunch we then moved into the drawing studio 
to work with a professional life model revisiting some of 
the poses from the collection. This was an intensive 2 
hour life drawing session where Sadie led us through a 
variety of experimental drawing techniques to further 
develop back at school.  
 
We all really enjoyed the life drawing experience. It was 
hard work but a very productive day and we all hope to 
attend the next life drawing advanced class again next 
year. 

 
Lucy Bexton, Tamia Coomber, Jasmine Gooderson - 
Yr12 
 
 

Charity Bazaar 
 
The charity 
bazaar is an 
annual event in 
which Year 8 
Highsted 
students hold a 
fundraising affair 
to raise money 
for their chosen 
charities. The 
atmosphere this year was rather like a market place - 
each charity’s representatives had a stall to sell from; 
the scene was full of colour and frantic shouting, 
offering deals on prices as the stakes became higher. A 

dazzling array of 
tempting treats, 
desirable decorations 
and guessing games 
filled the room, which 
was bustling first with 
hopeful Highsted 
shoppers, then later 
with keen customers 
including parents and 
students from Fulston 
Manor. Many different 
products were 
available - my stall 

(raising money for Demelza Children’s Hospice) offered 
a whole range of wares, from badges and balloons to 
sweet cones and cakes. We also added in the extra fun 
of a lucky dip filled with brownies, pic ‘n’ mix cocktail 
sticks and mini cupcakes.  
 

Lily D was the leader of a group supporting Macmillan. 
Lily’s group sold pic ‘n’ mix and popcorn and held a 
raffle. Lily said: “My group chose to support Macmillan 
because both my friend and I have felt what it’s like to 
lose someone to 
cancer.  We easily 
decided what we 
would sell, as all we 
felt it necessary to 
do was think about 
what we would buy 
and go from there”. 
Other groups, 
though, preferred to 
get closer to their 
customers. Rebecca O said: “Our group is supporting 
Great Ormond Street Hospital. We chose to sell 
healthy snacks and offer hair-braiding as healthy and 
luxurious options.” These were not the only charities 
represented - in fact the total number of stalls raising 
money for different charities was 15. Charity choices 
included Diabetes UK, Refugee Action, Rainbow Trust 
and The Donkey Sanctuary. One very successful 
group supporting the RSPCA and raising £127 in total 
said: “We chose the RSPCA because we all love 
animals and are upset when we hear about people 
who have been cruel to animals. We feel that they 
strongly need our help.”  
 
In total, my group and I raised £126.60 for Demelza 
(just 40p below the RSPCA group), which is an 
awesome achievement.  Overall, the charity bazaar 
was an amazing success which exceeded 
expectations. Highsted will hold the results proudly 
until the next Year 8 bazaar in one year’s time.  
 
By April J – Yr8 
 

 
Young Enterprise 
 
On Saturday 5 December, a 
group of Year 12 students 
took part in their first Young 
Enterprise trading day.  
Highsted Enterprises 2015 
attended the Rochester 
Dickensian Christmas Market 
and enjoyed a very 
successful day.  Setting up 
began early in the morning, with the stalls open from 
10am-4pm.  The students sold a range of Christmas 
and homeware items, including birdcage candle 
holders, decorative bunting and mugs with hot 

chocolate and 
marshmallows. 

Students were 
complimented by other 
stall holders for their 
sales and marketing 
techniques on the day, 
which were 

instrumental  in ensuring the group are already 
operating in profit!  Congratulations to all those 
involved and good luck with your ventures in the new 
year. 
 



Tea Party 
 
On Tuesday 10 November, Year 7 students had the 
exciting opportunity to 
create an individual 
school tea party to 
welcome their former 
primary school teachers 
to Highsted.  When told 
about the forthcoming 
event, we were all 
delighted and full of anticipation as we prepared to 

devise and represent our very own 
gathering. Despite the fact that we 
had to wait a few weeks to bring this 
occasion to fruition, it was very much 
worth it because all the teachers 
had, as Miss Wareham from 
Westlands Primary School 
commented, ‘a very good evening 
seeing everyone again’.  Even 
though this event only lasted for one 
hour and 40 minutes, the time guests 

spent was, as summarised in one word by Mrs 
Lonergan, ‘incredible’.  
 
All of the decorations and food were beautifully 

presented by Year 7 
students: ‘Delicious!’ was 
the verdict from Mrs 
Hopkins. Year 7 student 
Ruby S favoured “the 
M&S cupcakes”! As the 
afternoon progressed, 
Bethany bravely stood up 
in front of everyone to 

raise our awareness about 
autism in relation to our charity 
fundraising this year. We then 
entertained our guests with a 
song from Bambi which we 
had been practising: Little April 
Showers. Miss Arden assured 
us that our rendition was 
‘amazing’!  Finally, we treated 

our 

former teachers to an 
exhibition of our finest work 
to date. Many guests said 
that they had a great time 
chatting to their old students, 
and both Cerys E and Alisha 
O commented on how nice it 
was to see their old teachers 
and friends.  Sadly the event 
had to come to an end and 
we had to say goodbye to 
our guests.  A few of us 

though were able to enjoy talking excitedly to our 
friends for the last ten minutes of the party!  
 
By Katie S – Yr7 
 
 

Auschwitz 
 
Since my return from visiting Auschwitz I have 
struggled to be able to put into words my feelings. 
However, what I do know is that it was probably one 
of the most eye-opening experiences I will ever have 
had the opportunity to be a part of. 
 
The seminar before the visit was particularly hard-
hitting because of the testimony from a Holocaust 
survivor, Zigi Shipper, born in 1930. I was taken aback 
with how positive and content Zigi was, despite his 
ordeal as a young boy in Auschwitz and the 
Holocaust. His messages, particularly that about 
hunger, made me recognise how little mine can be in 
comparison to the days without food that he and other 
victims had to suffer. His story was undoubtedly 
powerful and I was completely mesmerised for the 
whole length of time in which he was telling his story. 
 
On the trip to Auschwitz, I spent most of the day 
taking in the sights and hearing the stories which 
seemed incomprehensible and almost surreal: it was 
hard to believe that I was stood within the grounds of 
a place where such horrific attacks on fellow human 
beings ensued. I was surprised to find out that much 
of the exterior and the atmosphere of both Auschwitz I 
and Auschwitz-Birkenau were what I imagined them to 
be: plain, cold and eerie. Nevertheless, seeing the 
torture and gas chambers, possessions of Jewish 
men, women and children, and the shooting wall in 
Auschwitz I was indescribable. Similarly, on arrival at 
Auschwitz-Birkenau, we were allowed to go to the top 
of the guard tower and it was not until I looked out 
onto the vast piece of land before me that I was able 
to truly appreciate the size of the camp. I decided to 
take a picture but it was genuinely impossible for me 
to fit all of it into one and even then, it would not do its 
enormity justice. This helped me to understand the 
size of the operation of the attempt to wipe out the 
Jewish race, but I’m not sure if I’ll ever be able to 
imagine the true extent of the horrors.  
 
As our trip drew to a close and the sky was pitch 
black, we were asked to light a candle and place it on 
the train track of Auschwitz-Birkenau, in remembrance 
of the Holocaust victims. This was moving for many of 
the fellow students and I was most certainly not an 
exception. However, it was what happened after this 
that emotionally hit me the most. After we had left our 
candles, we were asked to make our way back to the 
coach. It was during this long walk that I realised how 
many people with individual lives and families, just like 
myself and everyone else on the trip, had been 
transported into Auschwitz and could not walk out like 
we were doing. We all had the power to enter and 
leave as we wished, but thinking of the people who 
arrived at the camp and never again saw beyond it, 
made me remember how fortunate I am. The image of 
our group walking out of Auschwitz-Birkenau uniting 
with our shadows projected onto the train track will 
remain one of my most profound memories when 
remembering my trip to Auschwitz.  
 
I feel extremely privileged to have been part of 
Lessons from Auschwitz with the Holocaust 
Educational Trust and I hope to tell my experiences of 
visiting such a place to as many people as possible, in 



order to ensure that remembrance of the Holocaust is 
upheld in today’s generation and, more importantly, in 
generations to come.  
 
By Georgia Payne – Yr13 

 
 
Ypres 
 
On the 11 November 
ebecca Scholefield, 
Elena Jury and Olivia 
Auston, accompanied 
by Miss Appleton, 
travelled to Ypres to 
experience the Poppy 
Parade, Armistice Day 
Service and visit Tyne 
Cot Cemetery and 
Memorial. Our day 
began at 4am where 
we met at the Swale 
Borough Council 
Offices and then departed for Folkestone. We took the 
Euro tunnel to Calais and then completed our journey to 
Ypres by coach. At the start of the parade Poppy petals 

were given 
to each of 
us to 

represent 
the men 
who gave 
their lives 
for our 

freedom. 
The 

parade 
then 

began and 
we walked 

through Ypres to the Menin gate where we placed our 
petals in baskets. Towards the end of a very moving 
ceremony, the petals then fell from the ceiling of Menin 
gate. Wreaths were then laid to commemorate those 
who fell in battle. The whole experience of the service 
was very touching and seeing the sheer volume of 
names engraved into the gate really made us realise 
the tragedy war imposes. During our break for lunch we 
were able to visit several Belgian chocolate shops 
which was a culture enriching experience.  

 
After lunch 

we 
travelled 

to Tyne 
Cot 

Cemetery 
where we 
heard a 

very 
moving 

story of 
one of the 

soldiers who lies there. Seeing the 12,000 white 
gravestones lined up together and noticing the 
immense number of them who have not been identified, 
really hit home for us how many men didn't make it 

back home to where they each had a family waiting 
for them. A brief visit to Lijssenthoek Cemetery 
concluded our visit to Ypres and we then travelled 
home. It was a very enjoyable and touching 
experience which we all learnt a lot from.  
 
By Olivia Auston - Yr 9  
 

 
Highsted Christmas Trees at Tunstall Church 
 
Highsted took part in the 
annual Christmas Tree 
Festival by making a 
distinctive and striking pink 
tree covered in decorations. 
Staff and Year 7 and 8 pupils 
in the Art and D&T 
departments have worked on 
the tree over the last couple 
of weeks. Donations from 
visitors to the festival will go 
towards the Teenage Cancer 
Trust and the Church ceiling 
repair fund. 
 
 

 
Severe Weather 
 
In the event of severe weather 
conditions that may result in 
school closure, information will be 
posted on the School Website and 
on  the Kent County Council 
website (www.kent.gov.uk/winter).  
Kent radio stations will also 
broadcast closures. 
 
 
 

 
Inspiring talks encourage Music Students to 
aim high 
 
Twenty-three music students from Highsted Grammar 
School were lucky enough to attend a recent 
conference at the Royal Albert Hall to listen to talks by 
inspirational women in the music industry.  The event 
was hosted by Katie Derham, who hosts the BBC 
Proms, presents on BBC Radio 3 and is a current 
contestant in the 
BBC’s popular TV 
series “Strictly 
Come Dancing”.  
The girls had the 
opportunity to talk 
to the speakers – 
who included 
editors, radio 
producers, DJs and entrepreneurs – to ask for their 
advice about how to get into the competitive industry.   
 
GCSE music student Mai Tumber, 15, who plays flute, 
piano and electric guitar, said: “I found the trip lived up 
to its name: it really did inspire me! All the women we 
spoke to were kind and very passionate about their 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/winter


professions, and it made me think about all the different 
areas of music that you can go into, not just playing an 
instrument.”  She added: “I found Sharon Hanley (Head 
of Communications at BBC Radio 2) very enthusiastic 
about her job and very supportive of people with 
disabilities, such as my hearing loss, going into music.”  
 
Sian Lo, 15, who plays in the school’s rock group, wind 
band, orchestra and folk group, was particularly 
inspired by the words of music producer Rita Ray. She 
commented: “Through the stories Rita shared, we found 
out about her journey to success through hard work and 
motivation.”  Shannon Bridger-Smart, 16, who plays the 
flute at school concerts and charity events, added: “I 
loved meeting some really inspirational women during 
the day, especially finding out what they love most 
about their jobs and how they managed to get into the 
very exciting music industry. I found all of the women 
there very inspirational as they showed me more 
opportunities that could be explored through music, 
some that I hadn’t heard of before.” 
 
 

 
Highsted girls make a splash! 
 
Thirty Highsted girls from Years 7-13 were lucky 
enough to visit the Lee Valley Whitewater Centre in 
Hertfordshire last 
month as a reward 
for their keen 
participation in 
numerous PE clubs 
offered by the 
school.  Not only 
were they able to 
watch the World 
Canoeing 
Championships, but they also managed to see the GB 
Olympic qualifying for Rio 2016. As a practical activity, 
the girls were able to race against each other in a 
canoe simulation as well as get out onto the water 
themselves (Miss Donnelly was tipped out of her canoe 
into the water!). 
 
Highlights of the trip also included the “Jump Giants” 
trampoline park, with opportunities for students to show 
off their gymnastic talents, throw themselves in a foam 
pit and practise basketball and dodgeball while 
bouncing!  Year 9 student Alice H commented:  “I loved 
it all – it was such good experience and a great reward 
for attending all the clubs. I’d like to thank the PE staff 
for organising the trip!”  Gabby R, also in Year 9, 
added: “Having a go at the canoeing was a fantastic 
experience – well worth getting wet!  We had a great 
time.” 

 
 

Nicola plans to stay the course 
 
Highsted sixth former Nicola 
Smith, 17, enjoyed the 
experience of her first 
international golf match this 
summer, when she played for 
England in a successful 
competition against Wales at 
the Sherwood Forest Golf 
Club in Nottingham.  She was 
selected for the England team 
after finishing 8

th
 in the 

National Final in 
Peterborough, which was a 36-hole competition.  Of 
the schools’ international match she said: “I was 
extremely happy to have come back from 2 down with 
four holes to play to achieve a respectable half 
against my Welsh opponent. My half also guaranteed 
that England retained the trophy and the team 
eventually won 9 1/2 points to 8 1/2.” 
 
Nicola has been playing golf regularly since the age of 
ten, when she played with a handicap of 43. She 
reduced this handicap to 10 when she was thirteen 
and was then offered a place in the South East 
England U16 training squad. She said: “I have just 
finished my third year and my handicap is now 4, so I 
believe this has helped to improve my performance. 
Each year consisted of 20 days of coaching as well as 
matches against other England regions.  Most of my 
weekends are taken up by playing in golf competitions 
all across England and I really enjoy playing in 
different national events.” 
 
In April, Nicola represented Highsted in the Kent 
Schools’ Division I championship. After finishing 3rd 
she qualified for the South of England championship 
and then went on to qualify for the national final in 
Peterborough. Nicola is currently studying for A levels 
in biology, chemistry, geography and history at 
Highsted, and plans to go on after completing these 
next year to a four-year golf scholarship in America, 
which includes gaining a degree in her chosen 
subject: she is currently deciding between marine 
biology, history and geography. 
 
 

 
Bowled over by success 
 
Imogen Jenner, 15, a student at Highsted Grammar 
School, has had a busy outdoor bowling season this 
summer, ultimately representing England in the 
successful 
Under 18 test 
series against 
Wales earlier 
this month.  
She had been 
contacted by 
Bowls England 
during August 
and asked to 
join the 
England team - of six girls and six boys – which then 
competed in a variety of disciplines during the two day 



event in Wiltshire, finally defeating Wales 16-8. Imogen 
said: “I enjoy all my levels of bowling from Club to 
County level but particularly enjoyed representing my 
country for the first time. Although I was nervous, I 
really enjoyed the experience, even more so as I played 
in all three sessions helping England to a 16-8 victory 
over Wales.” 
 
Prior to the England match, Imogen had already 
competed in Bowls England National Championships in 
Leamington Spa in early August, for the Under 18s 
Sutton Winson trophy - a competition that starts with 
128 boys and girls from across England. Here, Imogen 
found herself two sets down in her first game before 
she pulled back to win the next two sets and seal her 
win into the next round on a one bowl shootout. She 
continued to play exceptionally well despite some tough 
opposition, eventually emerging as the only girl to reach 
the semi-final singles. Although she was then defeated 
on a one bowl tie-break shootout, Imogen returned to 
the championships later in August to represent Kent in 
the Under 31s Amy Rose Team. 
 
Imogen comes from a family of bowlers and has been 
playing for the last six years, since she started at Swale 
Indoor Bowls Club at the age of nine. She recalled: “I 
started with the juniors on a Friday evening and from 
then on I really enjoyed it so then started to play other 
evenings and weekends with the seniors. Bowls is an 
unusual sport in that people of all ages can play with 
and against each other. I particularly enjoy the social 
side, meeting new people my age and older.” 
 
Following her success with the England team on 5 and 
6 September, Imogen was selected for an Under 18 
England Academy trial involving 20 boys and 12 girls 
from across the country, which took place at Royal 
Leamington Spa on 19 September. Of the events of the 
day, she said: “For my first game I had to skip a triples, 
which is not my usual position to play, and unfortunately 
lost this game – however, in the afternoon I managed to 
come back with a win, playing two in a mixed fours 
which is more of my usual position. I enjoyed this 
weekend as it was very good experience.  Hopefully it 
has helped me gain a greater chance of playing any 
future games for England.” 
 
As the outdoor season has ended, Imogen has returned 
to indoor bowling and represented England in the 
Under 18 British Isles Championship against Scotland, 
Wales, Ireland and the Channel Islands.  The 
competition took place in Belfast in October.  
 
 

 
Harvest Festival 
 
This year’s Harvest Festival focused on the general 
theme of Global Awareness.  Each house was assigned 
a particular aspect of that theme: Chanel’s was Poverty, 
Eliot’s Climate Change, Franklin’s Migration, while 
Keller looked at Human Rights, Roddick at Animal 
Welfare and Seacole at Health.  Competition to design 
the most visually arresting harvest box was fierce, and 
the quality of design so impressive that a box was 
selected from each house to receive five house points: 
Chanel 6, Eliot 4, Franklin 1, Keller 6, Roddick 5 and 
Seacole 3.   

 
The judges – representing each of the recipient 
charities, The Salvation Army and the Sittingbourne 

Foodbank – chose three overall winners from these: 
Keller 6 came third, winning ten additional points for 
their house, Chanel 6 came second, gaining 20 extra 
points and Seacole 3 won 30 points for their creative 
effort with a Kent Air Ambulance design.  Sian Mitchell 
from S3 said:  “We came up with many ideas 
which we thought were relevant to our house’s theme 

of Health, but in the end we decided to create a Kent 
Air Ambulance, because it plays a key part in saving 
hundreds of lives every year. To make it, we used 
several boxes stuck together with glue and masking 
tape. We researched pictures so we could make our 
box look as realistic as possible. By doing this we 
could add extra detail.” She added: “Lots of people in 
the form helped to build the box. Everyone was happy 

with the finished product and glad that they could 
contribute to such a worthy cause.”  
 
All donations have been shared equally between The 
Salvation Army and the Sittingbourne Foodbank. 
 
 
 



Highsted Grammar School to grow seeds from 

space! 

 

Students at Highsted Grammar School are preparing to 
become space biologists and embark on a voyage of 
discovery by growing seeds that have been into space. 
 
In September, 2kg of rocket seeds were flown to the 
International Space Station (ISS) on Soyuz 44S where 
they will spend several months in microgravity before 
returning to Earth in March 2016. The seeds have been 
sent as part of Rocket Science, an educational project 
launched by the RHS Campaign for School Gardening 
and the UK Space Agency.  
 
Highsted Grammar School will be one of up to 10,000 
schools to receive a packet of 100 seeds from space, 
which they will grow alongside seeds that haven’t been 
to space and measure the differences over seven 
weeks. The students won’t know which seed packet 
contains which seeds until all results have been 
collected by the RHS Campaign for School Gardening 
and analysed by professional biostatisticians.  
 

The out-of-this-world, nationwide science experiment 
will enable the students to think more about how we 
could preserve human life on another planet in the 
future, what astronauts need to survive long-term 
missions in space and the difficulties surrounding 
growing fresh food in challenging climates. 
 
Mrs McCormick-Clarke, Teacher in charge of A level 
Physics at Highsted Grammar School, says: “We are 
very excited to be taking part in Rocket Science. This 
experiment is a fantastic way of teaching our students 
to think more scientifically and share their findings with 
the whole school community. Once seeds return from 
the International Space Station back to planet Earth in 
March, Highsted Grammar School will receive the 
seeds and selected students will take part in planting, 
nurturing and recording data about the development of 
the seeds into plants. The data collected by our 
students will then be shared with the UK Space Agency 
and the European Space Agency. 
 
Rocket Science is just one educational project from a 
programme developed by the UK Space Agency to 
celebrate British ESA astronaut Tim Peake’s Principia 
mission to the ISS and inspire young people to look into 
careers in STEM (science, technology, engineering and 
maths) subjects, including horticulture.  
 

Follow the project on Twitter: @RHSSchools 
#RocketScience 
 

A Musical Promenade on Open Evening 
 
On 8 October 2015, Highsted held an Open Evening 
for Year 6 students and their parents to look around 
the school to help them choose which secondary 
school they prefer. This year, Year 7 and 8 students 
guided the visitors around the school in pairs or 
individually. Some students helped out with activities 
around the school to entertain the visitors. My older 
sister, Elena, and I, along with other musicians, were 
playing our instruments in various parts of the school. 
Elena and I played violins. 
 
We were placed just outside the music room, next to 
the stairs, and were told to play some engaging tunes. 
In the weeks before, Elena and I incorporated some 
duets into our daily practices and decided on the best 
tunes to play. Miss Arden (our music teacher) also 
gave us some duets of famous pieces for us to learn 
and play on the night. Throughout the week we 
practised so when it finally came to performing them 
to passing visitors, we were confident that they would 
go well.  Another musician, Isabel, joined our duet 
whilst waiting to play in the talk by Miss Kelly, making 
it a trio. She joined me playing the easier part while 
Elena played the harder part. 

 
At the beginning, we stood behind the stands to read 
the music, but soon we were so confident that we 
could walk up and down the stairs and corridors 
playing without music. This impressed the visitors and 
lots of them stopped to listen. Others congratulated us 
and clapped or asked questions about how we 
practised and learned to play the violin. Although at 
the beginning I did not know what to expect and was 
nervous, by the end, as it became more informal, we 
really started to enjoy ourselves. Elena enjoyed it just 
as much as I did. She joined in the relaxed 
atmosphere and commented:  ‘By the end all our 
nervousness had vanished and many visitors stopped 
to listen to us. It felt like we were busking!’ 
 
Overall the music playing around the school was a 
good advert for the music department at Highsted and 
we had great fun being part of it. I hope I am able to 
take part in it next year! 
 
By Freya J – Yr7 
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To download a full colour version 
of this newsletter, please go to: 

www.highsted.kent.sch.uk  

Term 3 January 2016 

Monday 4 Start of Term 3 

Monday 11 Year 11 Trial Exams 

Wednesday 20 Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 27 PSHCEE Focus Day 

 February 2016 

Friday 12 Staff Development Day (School closed to pupils) 

End of Term 3 

Term 4  

Monday 22 Start of Term 4 

Year 12 Trial Exams 

Thursday 25 Year 9 Exhibition & Options Evening 

Monday 29 Year 13 Trial Exams 

 March 2016 

Thursday 3 Year 11 Parents’ Evening 

Tuesday 8 55+ Concert 

Wednesday 16 Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 17 Staff Development Day (School closed to pupils) 

Wednesday 23 Spring Concert 

Thursday 24 End of Term 4 

Key dates for Terms 5 & 6 

Monday 11 April Start of Term 5 

Thursday 21 April Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

Monday 2 May Bank Holiday 

Monday 16 May AS/A2 & GCSE Summer Examinations start 

Y10 Internal Exams 

Wednesday 18 May Yr 7 Parents Evening 

Friday 27 May PSHCEE Focus Day 

End of Term 5 

Monday 6 June Start of Term 6 

Thursday 9
 
June Open Evening 

Monday 13 June Year 7, 8, 9 & 12 Internal Exams 

Wednesday 29 June AS/A2 & GCSE Summer Examinations end 

Monday 4 July PSHCEE Focus Day 

Thursday 21 July Lower School Awards – Afternoon 

Friday 22 July End of Term 6 

Thursday 18 August A Level Results Day 

Thursday 25 August GCSE Results Day 

https://portal.highsted.kent.sch.uk/
https://portal.highsted.kent.sch.uk/

