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Dear Parents/Carers 

 

As the countdown towards Christmas commenced, December 

was a particularly busy month for the students and staff at 

Highsted as they maintained their focus on all things 

community. The over 55 concert hosted in excess of 90 

members of the locality to an afternoon of song and laughter, 

reminding us that ‘no one should have no one at Christmas’. 

This was closely followed by our own formal Christmas 

concert which demonstrated the inclusive nature of the music 

department by encouraging full participation in exciting 

developments showcased such as the Samba Band and an 

impressive solo vocal from Sarah O (Year 10) of At Last 

accompanied by the Wind Band. Those in attendance were 

delighted by the acapella arrangement offered by The Origin 

featuring Boogie Woogie Bugle Boy, not to mention the 

strength of the orchestra and the excellent violin duet 

performed by the Jury sisters! To all students involved in 

both events, thank you for your skilful offerings. 

 

The maths department keen on harnessing budding talent 

engaged in two days devoted to enhancing maths 

participation across a range of primary schools in Swale -  the 

feedback from the staff and students was tremendous 

acknowledging the great enthusiasm in our community for 

‘hard maths’. I would like to give thanks to the Head of 

Department, Mr Englefield and Miss Bradford for their 

energy and innovation in making Mathletics a huge success. 

Parents will be delighted to learn that to date Highsted 

students have saved 274 lives! As part of Highsted’s 

commitment to ‘Mission CPR’, Ms. Donnelly in the PE 

department has pioneered this  important campaign in support 

of the British Heart Foundation, with her pledge that all Key 

Stage four students (Years 10 and 11) would be trained in 

these essential life-saving skills by the end of the term. With 

over 10,000 deaths a year being preventable if bystanders 

knew simple CPR, the importance of this training for both 

staff and students is critical. Thank you to Ms.Donnelly for 

championing this innovation within the school community.  

 

Last week staff and students welcomed back to the school 

former Year 13 students to join with the sixth form in 

celebrating their recent achievements at GCSE and A Level. 

Committed to excellence, governors, staff and students were 

delighted to welcome former Captain of the England rugby 

team, Catherine Spencer to present the awards. Catherine will 

return to the school in the New Year to work with younger 

pupils through her leadership workshops. Congratulations to 

you all for your superb results! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As we draw to the end of 2017, at the close of the second 

school term, it would seem appropriate to update parents on 

changes to staffing in preparedness for your children’s 

return in January…. 

 

After 17 years of dedicated service to the school, Ms. 

Burnett has decided to leave the profession. My thanks to 

Ms. Burnett for all that she has contributed to the life of the 

school over the years. Ms Burnett will be replaced by Mr 

Thomas an experienced Maths teacher currently working at 

Chatham Grammar School for Girls in Medway. Mrs Kelly 

(music) will take over the leadership of Franklin House 

from January. Similarly, Ms. Coveney, part time teacher of 

Business Studies and Economics has decided to leave the 

profession; Ms Coveney will be replaced by Mr Puxty an 

experienced teacher of Business Studies and Economics, 

formerly of Holcolmbe Grammar School in Medway. 

 

Ms Lingden, part time teacher of Key Stage 3 science has 

decided to focus on her passion for Animal Husbandry at 

this time. Ms. Lingden will be replaced by Ms. Jolly, 

currently at Barton Court Grammar School in Canterbury. 

Parents will be all too aware of the challenges facing 

schools to recruit suitably qualified Physics colleagues and 

so I am delighted to inform you that the school welcomes 

the support of Mr Eyre, currently working at Simon 

Langton Grammar School in Canterbury, in delivering A 

Level Physics to our students. We look forward to our new 

Head of Physics Mr Jones commencing employment with 

us in September; Mr Jones is currently employed at St. 

Edmunds, an independent school in Canterbury, and prior 

to this post was at Norton Knatchbull Grammar School in 

Ashford. We look forward to the exciting contributions of 

staff as the New Year commences. 

 

Please do continue to read the pages that follow for therein 

you will learn more about a school full of students and their 

staff ambitious for success in all that they seek to 

learn…the school will convene as normal on 04 January 

2018. 

 

May I wish you and your families a joyful Christmas and I 

hope that 2018 will be kind to you; all good wishes for the 

year ahead and thank you for your continued support. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne Kelly 

 

Headteacher 

 

 



Congratulations to Annabel! 
 

During the summer, Annabel B, Year 8, raised a fantastic 

£345.06 for Macmillan – a charity that supports and funds 

research for people living with cancer. Annabel baked and 

sold cookies at school, allowing both staff and students a 

chance to donate to this worthy cause.  

 

Later, she was also able to take 

part in a sponsored walk in 

London called the ‘16 Bridge 

Challenge’, which is a 25km 

walk crossing 16 of the most 

iconic bridges in London such 

as: Westminster Bridge and 

Tower Bridge. Annabel 

completed the walk in 4 hours 

and 20 minutes and was thrilled 

with her achievement.  

 

Annabel said, “I am proud to be 

able to donate this money to 

Macmillan, which is a great 

charity!” 

 

The school commend Annabel for her achievements and all 

who gave generously to this cause. 

 

Highsted’s Musical Success 
 

In September, the Music Department received a 

communication from Demelza Hospice that we had raised a 

total of £928.19 for our ‘Music for Maddie’ Open Mic Night 

event in July, bringing the total amount raised by Highsted 

Grammar School for the charity to an incredible £6992.28 

since 1999.   

 

The ‘Music for Maddie’ event was organised in order to raise 

money for the charity in the name of former Highsted student 

Maddie Neil, who unfortunately lost her battle with cancer in 

2016. The evening saw performances from Folk Band and 

Rock Band, individual and group performances, and 

appearances from other local bands in Sittingbourne. 

 

Head Girl, and flute player in Folk Band, Mai T said, “The 

event was a huge success and the hard work put in by all 

students involved was evident. I am so pleased we managed 

to raise so much for such a good cause.” 

 

Other notable achievements from the Music Department this 

term include:  Laura M, Year 10, gaining a place in the 

English Schools Orchestra, performing in their Gala Concert 

at Cadogan Hall in London on the 29 October; and Olivia 

A, Year 11, gaining a place in the Kent Youth Choir 

following a recent audition. Congratulations to both of 

these students! 

 

Harvest at Highsted 
 

Highsted celebrated its annual Harvest Festival event on 

Monday 16 and Wednesday 18 October. Students were 

given the theme of ‘Dreams’ this year and an astounding 

amount of time, effort and talent went into creating the 

thirty beautifully decorated boxes filled with food 

donations. 

 

On Monday, 

Chanel, Eliot 

and Franklin 

presented their 

‘Dream Boxes’ 

on topics such 

as: ‘The BFG’, 

‘Our Dreams’,  

‘Third World 

Dreams’ and 

‘Martin Luther King’. Noteworthy designs included: a 

tower of boxes complete with trailing Rapunzel hair by F1 

to show Rapunzel ‘having a dream’, E1’s box which was 

presented as a bed surrounded by fluffy white sheep, and 

C5’s enormous dream catcher – complete with ‘bad 

dreams’ caught in its web-like centre. 

 

Wednesday saw ‘Dream 

Boxes’ inspired by:  Disney’s 

‘Up!’, ‘The Nightmare 

Before Christmas’, Disney’s 

‘Tangled’ and ‘Rosa Parks’. 

Some of the original and 

thoughtful designs included: 

a box with a student’s fist 

through it by S5 – to 

represent ‘smashing through 

the glass ceiling’ to reach 

your dreams, golden boxes 

bridged by rainbows by S1 

and a huge pirate ship carried 

by students dressed as 

characters from ‘Peter Pan’ created by R1. 

 

Each year the boxes are judged on: relevance to the theme, 

overall presentation and generosity. The winners from 

Monday’s group were: C1 for relevance, F2 for 

presentation and E5 for generosity with the overall winner 

being C1 for their fantastic ‘Alice in Wonderland’ box. 



Wednesday’s winners were: R5 for relevance, S2 for 

presentation, R2 for generosity and an overall winner of R4 

for their cosy looking bed shaped box.  

 

Donations from the students will be given to Sittingbourne 

food banks and The Salvation Army to help families in need. 

The students should be proud of their generosity and efforts 

this week – well done to all! 

 

Highsted Joins ‘Mission:CPR’ – Supporting the 

British Heart Foundation 
 

Recently, Highsted was able to secure funding from the 

British Heart Foundation offering schools the chance to apply 

for a CPR training kit, worth £1500. PE teacher Miss 

Donnelly pioneered the application for the school and 

explained why it would be beneficial for all who study and 

work at Highsted. Luckily, she was successful and the school 

was sent enough CPR kit to train every student in the school. 

As a result, she will be integrating the training into PE 

lessons as part of BHF’s campaign: ‘Mission:CPR’ and all of 

KS4 will be trained by the end of 2017. 

 

Monday 16 October was ‘Restart a Heart Day’ in which all 

staff were given the opportunity to learn CPR. As part of the 

training, staff learnt when and how to carry out CPR 

including how to safely administer chest compressions and 

mouth to mouth in the event of someone suffering from 

cardiac arrest.  

 

With over 10,000 deaths a year being preventable if 

bystanders knew simple CPR, the importance of this training 

for both staff and students cannot be understated. All staff 

found the event extremely useful and we look forward to 

giving KS4 a similar experience soon. 

 

Rachael P – National Beam Champion 
 
Rachael P, Year 13, has recently been awarded the title of 

National Beam Champion, making her top in the country in 

this sporting event. Rachael said that the competition was 

exciting but nerve racking because she wanted to do well on 

beam since it was her favourite and strongest piece. She was 

shocked by her win but very happy that she was capable of 

achieving such a high standard. 

 

Rachael started gymnastics thirteen years ago and has 

competed in Kent, Regional and National competitions for 

many years. This was her last ever competition because she 

has decided to leave the sport at the end of October to 

concentrate on her A Level studies. 

 

Rachael said, “My plans are now to focus on school but also 

help out at the gym to enable others to accomplish their goals 

and overcome their fears.” The school are proud of Rachael 

and her success – Congratulations Rachael! 

 

Mathletics Day 
On Wednesday 1 November, Highsted hosted ‘Mathletics 

Day’ – a whole day event where students from four different 

primary schools participated in various mathematical 

challenges. The schools involved in the event were: Borden, 

Grove Park, Eliot Park and Milstead and Frinstead. There 

were 48 students working in teams of 3-5 to compete for the 

title of ‘Mathletics Champions’. 

 

During the day, students worked on challenges such as: 

‘Times Tables Bee’ – where a competitor from each team 

had to recall facts about multiplication and division in only 

80 seconds; ‘Bean Bag Throw’ – involving students 

throwing bean bags into hula hoops in order to score points, 

weighing up the possibility of taking a risk in order to score 

a high number of points or taking a safer shot to secure 

lower points; ‘Maths Relay’ – giving students 48 questions 

they had to answer as a team in a time limit (one team 

managed to answer all of the questions in the time 

allowed!); and finally a ‘Mathematics Quiz’ – where 

students participated in a quiz consisting of a mix of maths 

themed questions. 

 

The event was highly successful and an enriching 

mathematical experience for all who attended. Students 

who participated received a certificate to reward their 

efforts for the day and the winning team proudly wore their 

gold Mathletics medals. 

 

The Annual Year 7 Tea Party 
 

On Tuesday 7 November, Highsted held its annual Tea 

Party, celebrating a successful transition for Year 7 students 

from primary to secondary school and raising money for 

the Wisdom Hospice Charity. Year 7 students invited 

guests including: their primary school head teachers and 

new members of teaching staff at Highsted. 

 

All of the students had worked incredibly hard to prepare 

for this event by: designing and creating hand written 

invitations for the guests, designing table decorations and 

choosing food and drink to be served. During the evening 

guests were able to look at some of the impressive work 

Year 7 had completed in their first term at Highsted 

including work from English and Science. 

 

Two students gave a moving speech about the Wisdom 

Hospice and sold gifts to raise money for this worthy 

charity. Later on, all the students performed ‘Do-Re-Mi’ 

from ‘The Sound of Music’ in a beautiful two part 

harmony, including two solos sung by Evie F and Vanessa 

A. It was a fantastic evening and the students were truly a 

credit to the school. 

 



Later in December, on Tuesday 5, Highsted hosted the annual 

‘Lights for Love’ ceremony providing an opportunity to 

remember, reflect on and celebrate the lives of loved ones. 

Visitors were invited to leave a dedication to a loved one and 

make a donation to support the Wisdom Hospice. Highsted 

looked forward to the success of this event and hopes to 

continue its close links with the local community and the 

Wisdom Hospice. 

 

Ypres Trip 
 

On Saturday 11 November, a small group of Highsted 

students and staff visited Ypres to commemorate the 

Armistice, along with representatives from other local 

secondary schools in Swale, the Swale Borough Council and 

the Mayor and Mayoress. Mrs Lennox (School Council 

Leader), Breanna G (Year 7), Mai T (Head Girl) and Ella T 

(Deputy Head Girl) visited the town of Ypres and 

participated in The Poppy Parade. 

 

The Poppy Parade originated in the 1990s and is inspired by 

the famous poem by John McCrae ‘In Flanders Fields’, 

which was written close to Ypres in the spring of 1915. It has 

now become an annual tradition and gives members of the 

public the opportunity to take part in the memorial services. 

Everyone who participates is offered a Royal British Legion 

Poppy Petal and these are released from the roof of the 

Menin Gate. 

 

Mrs Lennox’s great great grandfather Andrew Crawford, 

great great great uncle Frederick Coleman and great great 

great great Uncle Bruce Robertson Angus were all involved 

in the First World War, giving the service a special 

poignancy for her.  

 

Andrew took part in a battle at Beaumont Hamell in 

November 1916 and managed to retain humour when 

recording events in his diary such as: ‘Jerry shelling reserve 

a wee bit’ and ‘good day’s sport firing RGs (rifle grenades) 

at hares’ while a lot of sniping was going on. On March 21 

1918 he was taken prisoner and taken to Cassel PoW 

Camp. He ended up in Chemnitz, Saxony where he spent 

his time carting parcels. He mentions the prisoners playing 

football and tennis for entertainment and receiving 

occasional treats of half a teaspoon of jam and half a 

sausage per man. 

 

Frederick joined the Royal 

Garrison Artillery on 3 

March 1916 and trained in 

signally and telephony. He 

sadly died on 7 January 1918 

aged just 29 as a result of 

burns received while 

sleeping in a wood lined pill 

box. He had been manning a 

forward telephone exchange 

at Pheasant Farm. He is 

buried at Mendingham 

Cemetery. 

 

Bruce emigrated to Canada but returned to England and 

enlisted on 23 September 1914.  He went to France on 1
st
 

May 1915 and died in No 11 Casualty Clearing Station on 

14 November 1916 aged 24 from wounds received in action 

the previous day during the 

advance on the Ancre.  He’s 

buried in Varennnes Military 

Cemetery. 

 

Mrs Lennox, Breanna, Mai 

and Ella had a chance to visit 

some of the cemeteries near 

Ypres after the Armistice 

Day commemorations and 

reflect on the events of the 

day. All were incredibly 

moved by their experiences 

and the school appreciates 

their visit honouring all who 

lost their lives. 

 

Highsted Discovers ‘Charge of the Light 

Brigade’ Descendant 

 
Highsted student Abigail I, Year 7, is a direct descendant of 

a survivor of the heroic, but disastrous, ‘Charge of the Light 

Brigade’ led by Lord Cardigan against Russia during the 

Battle of Balaclava on 25 October 1854 in the Crimean 

War. Due to a miscommunication, the Light Brigade was 

sent on a frontal assault against a different artillery battery 

than the one intended – one that could see their approach 

and was well defended. The result was high casualties and 

an immediate retreat with no decisive gains. 

 

The events of this famous battle are recounted in Alfred 

Lord Tennyson’s poem ‘The Charge of the Light Brigade’ 

published six weeks after the event – the poem Abigail is 

currently studying in English lessons at Highsted.  

After studying the poem for a few lessons, Abigail said: 

‘My great great great great grandfather was one of the 

survivors. He made it back home.’ and had brought with 

her a newspaper article about her grandfather’s funeral. 

 



Abigail’s grandfather was William Freestone, one of the few 

survivors of the gallant 600 who made the famous charge. 

Freestone enlisted in the 4
th

 Hussars (Light Dragoons) and 

served as a private throughout the Crimean War. He was 

awarded the Crimean Medal, The Turkish Medal and 

received a Special Campaign Pension after leaving the army. 

 

In subsequent years, Freestone became a member of the 

Metropolitan Police Force, mounted division, and later an 

employee of Wandsworth and Putney Gas Company – where 

he worked for 20 years until he died at the age of 76. 

Freestone was given a military funeral complete with a party 

of 16 men acting as an honour guard and about 200 

employees of the Gas Company made up the procession en 

route to the cemetery. The procession was also marked with 

huge crowds of the general public, paying their respect to the 

deceased hero. 

 

Over Fifty-Five Fellowship Concert 
 

On Tuesday 21
 

November, Highsted 

hosted a musical 

concert for the Over 

Fifty-Five Fellowship 

from the Sittingbourne 

community. The event 

included musical 

entertainment from 

extra-curricular groups such as: ‘The Origin’, Recorder Club, 

Rock Band and Senior Rock Band, with ‘open mic’ style 

performances from students across Years 9-13. For some 

GCSE students this was their first live solo performance. 

 

The event has been 

taking place since 

1975, the inspiration 

behind which was a 

desire to connect 

Highsted students to 

older members of the 

Sittingbourne 

community. As well as 

the musical 

performances, guests 

were treated to tea and 

cake and there was a 

raffle to round off events. This year was another great 

success and Highsted hopes to continue the tradition well into 

the future. 

.   

Props Disappearing, Actors Vanishing – Eliot’s 

Comedic ‘Play That Goes Wrong’ 
 

Thursday 23 

November was 

Highsted’s annual 

House Drama 

competition. The 

six houses were 

represented by a 

mix of students 

from across Years 

7-13 and gave incredible performances, inspired by this 

year’s theme ‘Comedy’. Judges this year were Mr Callum 

Brown, Miss Miranda Black and Miss Hannah Farley-Hills, 

all experts in Drama. 

 

Winners this year, 

Eliot, performed 

their own version 

of ‘The Play That 

Goes Wrong’ in 

1920s murder 

mystery style at 

Highsted Manor. 

During the play, 

props started to disappear, actors went missing and even the 

set began to fall down around the cast.  

 

Other performances included: Seacole’s adaptation of ‘The 

Breakfast Club’, Keller’s presentation of well-known 

British sit-com ‘Miranda’, Roddick’s humorous story of 

couples looking for 

love at the ‘Last Dates 

Restaurant’, Franklin’s 

tale of friendship and 

laughter at 

‘Grangewood School’ 

and Chanel’s ‘Peter 

Pan Goes Wrong’. 

 

All the students worked fantastically together and an 

enjoyable evening was had by all. 

 

The Year 8 Charity Bazaar 
 

A Highsted tradition continued on the 22 November as year 

8 staged the annual charity bazaar. The event, held in the 

school hall and visited by all Key Stage 3 students and by 

over 60 parents and carers, was a tremendous success as 

£1338 was raised and shared amongst 21 different charities.  

 

The smooth execution of the event was ensured by two 

months of careful planning. Students researched and 

contacted their chosen charity, planned an enterprising 

activity and 

collected all of 

the required 

resources. On the 

day, the Year 8 

pupils decorated 

their stalls to 

catch the eye of 

potential 

customers and 

then, through a combination of charitable spirit and good 

business acumen, raised impressive sums to support the 

work of organisations such as: the Little Princess Trust, 

WWF and the Motor Neurone Disease Association.  



The students who raised the most money had dedicated their 

funds to two charities: their total of £139 was divided 

between Cancer Support and the British Heart Foundation. 

This was an undoubtedly impressive effort from the group 

but every 

student in Year 

8 could rest 

assured that 

they had done 

something 

important: they 

had given their 

time and their 

effort to a 

worthy cause. 

 

The Year 7s who visited the event were full of praise for all 

that the Year 8s had accomplished. Some were even 

discussing what events they might plan when their turn came 

in 2018. All were certainly aware that Year 8 had raised the 

bar for future years.  

 

Highsted’s Christmas Fair 
 

On Saturday 25 

November, 

Highsted held its 

annual Christmas 

Fair inviting 

students, staff and 

the local 

community to 

purchase a range 

of Christmas gifts on sale. Visitors were treated to a range of 

stalls selling everything from: teddies, Christmas decorations 

and stationary to 

handmade crafts. As 

well as the stalls, 

there was a tombola 

and a raffle, and a 

Christmas Café – led 

by students – 

offering delicious 

mince pies and 

Christmas cake. 

 

Highsted’s Design & Technology Club also ran a stall at the 

event, selling decorations they had made to raise money for 

the Motor Neurone charity. The event was very busy and 

certainly put all those who attended in a Christmassy mood! 

 

‘Don’t Stop Peter Now’ – Year 7 Pantomime 

Trip 

 
The pantomime trip was very successful again this year with 

the new Year 7 cohort. On Wednesday 6 December, Students 

and accompanying staff viewed an adaptation of Peter Pan, 

featuring ex-Eastenders star Shaun Williamson as the 

conniving Captain Hook and ex- Coronation Street star 

Wendi Peters in various supporting roles. The show also 

starred children’s television presenters David Ribi and 

Gemma Hunt as Peter Pan and Tiger Lily respectively.  

 

The adaptation was mostly loyal to J.M. Barrie’s classic 

novel but with the exciting addition of musical numbers 

including a dazzling rendition of Queen’s Don’t Stop Me 

Now which saw the Darling children and Peter Pan soaring 

across the stage. The girls had a wonderful view of Peter 

Pan gliding above the audience on a zip wire.  

 

Year 7 thoroughly enjoyed the event as did supporting 

Highsted staff, it was a wonderful way to kick off the 

Christmas celebrations. 

 

Highsted’s Completely Recycled Christmas 

Tree 
 

Each year, Highsted students design and create a Christmas 

tree to take part in the ‘Tunstall Church Christmas Tree 

Festival’ on the 7 to 10 of December. The festival takes 

place at St John the Baptist Church in Tunstall and involves 

hundreds of donated Christmas trees on display from 

Thursday evening through to Sunday. The event was free 

admission but all donations given were put towards the 

Church Ceiling Fund as well as The Medical Detection 

Dogs Charity. 

 

Highsted’s tree was 

created by members 

of the Design & 

Technology Club 

over several 

months. It took 

many hours and 

many hands to fold 

each individual 

sheet of newspaper 

– mainly donated by 

Highsted staff. The 

tree was built in 

four sections, which 

took four drives 

down to the church 

to construct it. Over 

100 newspapers were used and over 4000 staples to hold it 

all together. Karen G and Ellie-Jo M (Year 8) were 

dedicated leaders throughout this particular project. The 

message for this year’s tree was to ‘remember to recycle 

this Christmas’, reminding the community about the 

importance of looking after the local environment. 

 

The school would like to say a huge thank you to all those 

who got involved and encourage everyone to visit the 

church, see the trees and get into the Christmas spirit! 

 

Lessons from Auschwitz 
 

Highsted remains deeply committed to the Lessons from 

Auschwitz Project. Every year the Holocaust Educational 

Trust invites schools across the country to apply for two 

places on the scheme. Once again we were successful. Last 

month our two Year 13 ambassadors, Taya H. and Anna K., 

heard the personal testimony of a Holocaust survivor, and 

visited Auschwitz, the concentration camp in Poland most 

infamously associated with the Holocaust.  

 

Taya and Anna are keenly aware of the extraordinary 

privilege entailed in participation in the LFA Project, and 

are currently planning whole-school activities to pass on the 

message of what they have learned – a message of the need 

for toleration, celebration of difference, and love.  

 

 



Highsted Students Inspired to ‘Reach Blind 

Summits’ 

 
On Wednesday 14 

December, Highsted 

Grammar School’s staff, 

students, governors and 

parents came together to 

celebrate the outstanding 

success. Headteacher Ms 

Kelly congratulated the 

school on being the very 

best in Swale for GCSE 

and A Level results.  

 

Over two hundred students received awards ranging from 

outstanding achievement, progress, effort, contributions to 

Science, Business, Drama, Sport and positive contributions to 

the local community. This year also saw the introduction of 

the ‘Maddie Neil Award’ given to a student who, in the face 

of a significant life-changing event, demonstrated resilience 

to overcome this and succeed. The award commemorates and 

celebrates the life of former 

Highsted student Maddie 

Neil who sadly died last 

September. 

 

The evening included 

fantastic musical 

performances from 

Highsted students 

including: ‘Aria’ by Bozza 

– performed by Rosie M on 

the saxophone and 

‘Primavera’ by Ludovico 

Einaudi – performed by 

Head Girl Mai T on the 

piano. 

 

The guest speaker this year was Catherine Spencer, a former 

Captain of the England rugby team from 2007 to 2010. She 

inspired and encouraged students, telling them about the 

importance of working hard to reach your goals and sharing 

with them the importance of failure and mistakes in regards 

to building resilience 

and taking you to the 

next step. She went 

on to describe her 

career as a series of 

‘blind summits’, 

telling students that 

they might not 

always be able to see 

the top but the end 

result is worth the wait and worth the effort. She also shared 

with students her experiences of being a team leader, 

reminding them that they too will be leaders one day and 

must seize every opportunity. 

 

‘Walking in the Air’ Wins Highsted Christmas 

Cake Competition 
 

Year 9 students have been busy creating Christmas cakes this 

term as part of their Food Technology course. All students 

were challenged to: design a fully coloured and annotated 

Christmas cake, make a quality rich fruit cake, make 

marzipan and create decorations to finish their cake. Part of 

this unit also involved exploring traditional British food 

products and considering how food choices relate to 

religious and cultural beliefs – for those who celebrate 

Christmas in different ways. 

 

The cakes 

were 

entirely 

hand-made 

and hand-

decorated 

by the 

students 

and were 

boxed to 

make them 

look at professional as possible. On Monday 18
th

 

December, the cakes were entered into the annual Highsted 

Festive Cake Competition. As always, the cakes were 

beautiful and showed an impressive level of baking and 

decorating skill. 

 

Winners of this year’s competition were: Lucy S (S4) for 

her cake inspired by ‘The Snowman’, Daisy H (F2) for her 

excellent Father Christmas sitting next to a Christmas tree 

cake, and 

Cerys E (K4) 

for a cosy 

looking red 

brick 

fireplace, 

complete with 

Santa’s legs 

and some tell-

tale 

footprints.  

 

In addition to 

these spectacular creations, a new ‘Special Recognition’ 

award has been introduced this year to recognise one 

student per teaching group who has shown outstanding 

effort throughout this project. Special Recognition this year 

goes to: Josie H (E5) for her gingerbread man themed cake, 

Amy G (E5) for her penguin cake, Bethany H (R1) for her 

traditional baby in 

a manger cake, 

Hollie K (R3) for 

her unique cake in 

the shape of a mug 

of marshmallow 

filled hot chocolate, 

Nancy MB (R3) for 

her cake depicting 

Santa sitting on a 

snowy house roof 

and finally Grace H 

(K3) for her cake 

showing various 

animals sitting 

under the 

Christmas tree. 

 

All the students 

involved produced some amazing work and can be 

rewarded for their efforts by eating all the cakes! 

 

 



Highsted Carol Service 
 

On Monday 18 December, Highsted travelled to St Michael’s 

Church in Sittingbourne for the annual carol service. The 

occasion celebrates the message of Christmas and is a time 

for reflecting on the season, through a series of readings and 

traditional Christmas carols. 

 

This year there were both biblical and secular readings such 

as: ‘In the Bleak Midwinter’ and ‘Ring Out Wild Bells’ from 

students across all year groups in the school. Musical soloist 

Evie F in Year 7 led the school in ‘Once in Royal David’s 

City’; ‘The Origin’ sang ‘Silent Night’ and the school 

orchestra played ‘Carol of the Bells’.  

 

All performed beautifully and definitely helped to create a 

Christmassy atmosphere, bringing the school community 

together at the end of a successful term. 

 

Highsted’s Sporting Success so far! 
 
Highsted has had a very successful year so far in their 

sporting activities. Our Year 7 netball team is currently 

undefeated and our Year 8 and Year 9 teams have only lost 

one of their matches. 

 

Athletics 

 

The competition started with the obstacle relay and this set 

the tone for the rest of the competition. With the rest if the 

Highsted students cheering on our year 7 team stormed to 

victory. This was followed by the year 8 team who also 

convincingly won their race. The girls then competed in the 

track events, with every race being won by a Highsted 

student, usually followed in second by their Highsted team 

mate. This success was then continued into the field events 

with all events being won by a Highsted student. The final 

event was the 2 lap relay and with slick change overs 

Highsted again triumphed. In fact both the obstacle and sprint 

relay times beat the times of the boy’s schools so especially 

well done. 

 

By winning this event it means that both teams will progress 

to represent Swale in the Kent Championships in February. 

The competition will be much tougher so we now need to 

work hard in training to ensure we perform well at the next 

stage. 

 

Art and Photography News 

 
The Art and Photography 

Department is off to another 

exciting start this year with new 

projects and clubs! 

 

Year 7 are embarking a new 

adventure exploring African Art 

and embracing new materials 

and medias, creating vibrant 

coloured and patterned designs, 

soon to be transferring their 

studies and skills into a life size 

shield. Year 8 students are beginning to create their Day of 

the Dead inspired textile skulls, whilst year 9 are getting to 

grips with wax resist exploring the art of Batik. Our GCSE 

and A Level students have hit the ground running and their 

coursework is well underway, with fresh and exciting results.  

 

Our annual visit to the Nikon Center of Excellence working 

professional photographers, 

coloured gels and flashguns has 

resulted in some exciting urban 

portraits. Wallace gallery 

working with a practicing artist 

and life model resulted in some 

great life drawings by our Year 

12 and 13 Art students. Year 12 

and 13 Art students have also 

been on a trip to the Wallace 

Gallery where they worked with 

a practicing artist and life model 

to create life drawings – write up 

and images are below. We look forward to seeing how 

these visits will inspire our students work this year.  A 

selection of work by last year’s GCSE classes is available 

to see in reception. 

 

Ms Rodwell and Mrs N Lennox 

Teachers of Art and Photography 

 

A LEVEL PHOTOGRAPHY trip – Nikon 

School 
 

‘The main focus on the Nikon trip 

this year was light and how to use 

lighting to improve our photography. 

I feel that this was very informative 

and could easily be applied to both 

Year 12 and 13 work.  The first part 

of the trip consisted of the man 

telling us about using light in 

photography and showing us 

different techniques that would 

improve our photographs. In the 

afternoon we were put into groups 

and given cameras, flash guns 

and a soft box. We were then 

able to experiment with the 

lights and see how much 

difference the can actually 

have on a photograph. We 

were then set the challenge of 

creating an image for a 

magazine using the lights and 

coming up with a suitable 

magazine name. Overall, I feel 

that this trip enabled us to be 

creative and gave us 

knowledge that we could 

apply to any type of photography.’ Holly L F3 

 

A LEVEL art trip – Wallace gallery 

 
The Wallace Collection is a national museum in an historic 

London town house. In 25 galleries are unsurpassed 

displays of French 18th-century painting, furniture and 

porcelain with superb Old Master paintings and a world 

class armoury. 

The Wallace Gallery Drawing Programme allows A Level 

Art students to explore the Art collection alongside drawing 

from a professional life model during a one day workshop 

led by practicing artists. Drawing from life is an essential 



skill for any student intending to continue Art in further 

education as part of their Art Portfolio.  

 

“This term Year 12 

and 13 Art students 

visited the Wallace 

Gallery in London to 

develop our figure 

drawing drawings 

skills working 

directly from a life 

model and exploring 

paintings and 

sculptures from the 

collection. We spent the day working with practicing artist 

Marie-Therese Ross who is a 

sculptor and has an exhibition in 

London and a professional life 

model.  I was surprised how 

quickly I was able to focus on the 

shapes and forms and soon forgot 

that there was a life model in front 

of me. The Wallace Gallery was a 

beautiful setting and the Art there 

was both inspiring and 

overwhelming. We all really 

enjoyed the day and are keen to 

go again to build up our portfolios.” 

E Moss K3 
 

Open Studio 

All students are welcome! 

Come along to T1 and T2 to catch up on Art 

work and get extra help from Art staff 
 

During Open Studio we aim to develop creativity, drawing 

skills and encourage talent. We also aim to appeal to the 

interest of younger artists, expanding and challenging their 

drawing skills as well as their outlook and perceptions of 

what art is. Students can use the art studio to build upon their 

own work in class or just pop along for some advice from 

staff. Open Studio is a great opportunity to excel your artistic 

ability and to extend your knowledge of art. Art rooms are 

open every lunch time except Friday lunches due to staff 

commitments. 

 

Simmonds School Uniform Shop 

  
Highsted Grammar School uniform is available during term 

time from our School Uniform Shop onsite at the School, 

adjacent to the School Hall 

 

(Open Tuesday, Thursday 1 pm – 2 pm, Wednesday 3 pm – 5 

pm) 

Telephone 01795 229535 

 

Severe Weather 
 

In the event of severe weather conditions that may 

result in school closure, information will be posted on 

the School Portal and on the Kent County Council website 

(www.kent.gov.uk/winter).  Kent radio stations will also 

broadcast closures. 
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 HIGHSTED GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

 
Highsted Road 

Sittingbourne 
Kent 

ME10 4PT 
 

Phone: 01795 424223 
Fax: 01795 429375 

E-mail: admin@highsted.kent.sch.uk 

 January 

Thursday 4 Start of Term 3 

Friday 5 Start of Year 11 Trial Examinations 

Wednesday 17 Year 10 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday 18 PSHCEE Focus Day 4 

Friday 19 Year 11 Sixth Form Familiarisation Day 

 February 

Thursday 1 Intermediate UK Maths Challenge 

Monday 5 Year 13 Parents Evening 

Friday 9 End of Term 3 

Monday 19 Start of Term 4 

Wednesday 21 Yr 9 Exhibition and Options Evening 

Monday 26 Start of Year 13 Trial Examinations 

 March 

Thursday 1  Year 11 Parents Evening 

Friday 2 Deadline for Year 9 GCSE choices 

Wednesday 14 Year 8 Parents’ Evening 

Saturday 17 Erlangen Exchange departs  

Wednesday 21 Spring Concert 

Saturday 24 Erlangen Exchange returns 

Thursday 29 End of Term 4 

 April 

Monday 16 Start of Term 5 

Wednesday 18 A-Level Art & Photography Examination 

Thursday 19 A-Level Art & Photography Examination 

Tuesday 24 GCSE Art Examination 

Wednesday 25 GCSE Art Examination 

Thursday 26 Junior UK Maths Challenge 

mailto:admin@highsted.kent.sch.uk

