
 Year 7: Settlement 
What I need to Know… 
What factors affect where settlements are located? 
How important are these factors? 
Why do settlements grow to different sizes? 
What are the shapes of settlements- what impacts on their shape? 
What goods and services are located in each settlement type? 
How do settlements change over time? 
How doe settlements go into decline? 
What are the impacts on people and the environment 
How are settlements redeveloped in HICs? 
How are settlements redeveloped in MICs? 
What is a land use model? How does it compare to a real 
settlement? 
What are the zones found in a settlement, and what are their 
characteristics? 

Key vocabulary 
Settlement/ village/ city/ town/ hamlet/ rural/ urban/ site/linear/ 
dispersed/ nucleated/ relief/ topography/contour lines/ settlement 
hierarchy/goods and services/ function/ port/ docklands/ 
commercial/ market town/ industrial/ manufacturing/ 
redevelopment/ regeneration/ decline/ deindustrialisation/ 
gentrification/ land-use models/ CBD/ inner city/ Suburbs/ rural-
urban fringe/ environment/ sustainability 
   
 

Student reference points: 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Challenge Questions:  
How successful has the recent redevelopment of Sittingbourne been to local people? 
How successful has the Olympic Park redevelopment been to local people in Newham? 
What makes a positive lived environment? 
How can High streets change to meet changing shopping habits? Can they survive? 
 
Suggested reading/ watching: 
Kevin McLeod- Slumming It part 1 

 



 

 

Learning Journey 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Key Words: 
 

1. Evaporation, condensation, precipitation, 
surface water, ground water, transpiration, 
infiltration, impermeable, throughflow.  

2.  Source, tributaries, confluence, drainage 
basin, water shed, flood plain, mouth, 
drainage basin, erosion, transportation, 
deposition, traction, abrasion, saltation, 
solution.  

3. V - Shaped valley, interlocking spurs, 
waterfall, Gorges, hard rock, soft rock, 
plunge pool.  

4. Erosion, deposition, Meanders, oxbow 
lakes, inner bend, outer bend.  

5. Deposition, levee’s, delta, discharge, 
floodplain. 

6. Rainfall, impermeable rock, saturated soils, 
compacted soils, urbanisation, 
deforestation, interception, run off.  

7. Topography, river management, drainage 
systems, volume.  

8. Cyclones low lying land, monsoons, urban, 
embankments, aid, dam.   

 

Challenge: Can you identify and locate the longest river in the world, naming the continent and countries it 
passes through?  

 
Websites:                      1. National geographic for Kids 2. Rivers trust 3. BBC Bitesize 
Reading: Water cycles (DK life cycles), River’s paper back (Susie Brooks). 

Stretch Challenge: The Darling River is the longest river in the UK. How long is it and where is it based? How 
does this compare to the longest river in the world?  

1.The water Cycle 2. River Basins 3. Upper course of a 
river 

4. Middle course of a 
river 

5. lower course of a 
river 

6. River flooding 7. Flooding in the 
UK 

8.Flooding in 
Bangladesh 

Year 7 Rivers Knowledge Organiser. 
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