
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

July 2019 

 

 

Dear Parents 

 

As we draw to the end of another academic year, I am 

reminded of the theme that the school has been focussed on 

for our most recent citizenship week activity, that being the 

theme of courage. 

 

As part of the Highsted virtues, exploring creative 

interpretations around courage has proven to be somewhat 

inspirational…whether it is having the courage to live in the 

outdoors for three days without a telephone (a construct often 

contributing to distress in the lives of young people) and to 

focus on the development of friendships, or whether it was 

the courage to develop a set of new skills such as copper 

jewellery making or having the courage to perform live to the 

whole school or even to develop the skills of archery or 

abseiling, the Highsted student has been pushed to their limits 

to learn something new about their character. 

 

…and thinking about character to all students recently 

involved in our Sports Day, your teachers are in admiration 

of your qualities of tenacity, agility and determination which 

were exhibited exceptionally as many of you secured 

personal bests. My particular congratulations go to Chikosol 

N, Year 7, who ran the 100m in 14.30 seconds; Vanessa A 

Year 8, who achieved a record throw of 8.37m in Shot Put; 

Amelia W, Year 9, who achieved a record throw of 9.43m in 

Shot Put; Katie W, Year 9, who achieved a record throw of 

27.61m for Javelin; and finally Charlotte DPG, Year 10, who 

ran the 200m in 28.95 seconds and broke the Shot Put record 

too with a throw of 8.45m; your exceptional performances 

will go down in Highsted’s sporting history and you should 

know that your school is proud of your achievements! 

 

The recent production of Annie followed a long tradition of 

excellent drama; a three night extravaganza involving over 

100 participants from across the school wowed audiences by 

the tremendous choreography of scenes such as it’s a Hard 

Knock Life that would rival the quality seen in any West End 

show! Committed as we are to a fully inclusive production, I 

am sure you share my great pride for the skills your 

daughters, our girls, have displayed. My particular thanks 

should be extended to Mr Hodges, Mrs Evans, Mr Ware and 

Mrs Reed for their excellent leadership of this important 

extra- curricular event. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thinking about raising aspirations in our wider community, 

Highsted’s Art Department hosted a Trash Art competition 

for Swale primary schools to get creative in response to the 

brief to design a construct influenced by the theme of 

recycling. As part of the outreach work, the school is 

committed to this superb exhibition of local talent enabled 

us to appreciate the importance of art as a medium for 

raising local awareness of community concerns. Our thanks 

are extended to St. George’s, Queenborough and Minterne 

schools for their whole-hearted involvement in this fun 

project. 

 

If you wish to learn more about the many great and varied 

activities that your child has experienced in terms 5 and 6, 

please read on! 

 

Finally my staff and I wish you all a wonderful summer - 

may you enjoy it with family and friends! Please be advised 

that the school closes for summer on Friday 19 July 2019 

and is back in session for pupils on Wednesday 04 

September 2019. 

 

 Thank you for your continued support of the school… 

 

  

All good wishes 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne Kelly 

Headteacher 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



The Maidstone Area Book Awards 
 

On the 30th April, 15 students accompanied by Mrs Day and 

Mrs Hoyte went to Invicta Grammar School for the 2019 

Maidstone Area Book Awards. The students had read the 6 

shortlisted titles: Pax by Sara Pennypacker, Stargazing for 

Beginners by Jenny McLachlan, Booked by Kwame 

Alexander, The Breadwinner by Deborah Ellis, Running on 

the Roof of the World by Jess Butterworth and Your Turn to 

Die by Sue Wallman. These titles were also read by the 

reading groups at other schools including Invicta Grammar 

School, Valley Park, Maidstone Grammar School for Girls, 

Thamesview School and Holmesdale Technology College.  

Each group voted for their favourite book and the results 

were announced on the day. There was also a competition to 

design an alternative cover to one of the books.  

 

The highlight of the event was a talk by the author Sue 

Wallman, who talked about her writing career and gave lots 

of tips for improving your writing. She also gave us a sneak 

preview of her new book called “Dead Popular.” The 

students also had the opportunity to ask Sue lots of questions, 

and get a copy signed personally to them. Sue was even kind 

enough to pose for photos with us! To everyone’s delight, the 

winning author was announced as Sue Wallman! She was 

thrilled to receive her certificate and thanked the readers of 

Kent. 

 

This was the first year Highsted have participated in the 

awards but it was hugely enjoyable, the students enjoyed the 

choice of books and said it introduced them to new authors. 

They loved meeting Sue Wallman and talking to her. We 

hope to be involved again next year.  

 

Year 7, 8, 9 and 10 Rounders Tournaments  
 

Year 7  

 

The Year 7 team participated in a Rounders Festival hosted 

by Highsted on Thursday 4th July.  We faced all four teams 

from the Swale area and competed against Oasis, Fulston 

Manor, Westlands and SCC. This was our first experience of 

a Rounders competition and, even though we were 

inexperienced, we stepped up to the level of competition.  

 

Our first match was against Westlands and we won that 12-1 

½ which gave us a massive confidence boost and then went 

on to play Fulston winning that 10—2 ½. Our next match 

was closer against Oasis, however we managed to win 9-4 ½.  

The last match was the tightest out of all of them, however 

we managed to beat SCC 6 ½ -5.   

 

After all our games we came out victorious and beat all the 

other teams with flying colours. We all worked as a team 

really well and everyone present played with full effort from 

start to finish.   

 

Team included: Erin B, Tope O, Rose B, Rachel C, Jasmine 

D, Lily R B, Poppy C, Emma T, Samantha A and Louise B. 

 

Year 8 

 

On Thursday 20th June, the Year 8 Highsted Rounders 

Team took part in a Rounders tournament against the local 

schools. Overall we won the tournament, narrowly beating 

SCC by one rounder to win overall. There were all five 

schools from Swale competing so we played four matches 

in total.  

 

The first of these three games was against Fulston, which 

we won 6 – 1/2.  We played very well in this game with 

strong fielding performances. Next up was Westlands and 

this was much tighter, winning 6-4 ½. Oasis was a 

confidence booster and we won that easily with a final 

score of 6 ½ - 1 ½. Our final match was against SCC, 

which we won and played well in, coming back with strong 

fielding performances, with awesome catches from our 

deep fielders, which sealed the victory but by only just 1 

rounder.  

 

Team included: Isabella H, Grace F, Eva A, Jemma F, 

Tarryn M, Francesca V, Tabatha C R, Elizabeth A, Izzy B 

and Hannah T. 

 

Year 9 

 

The Year 9 team competed in a Rounders Festival hosted 

by Highsted on Thursday 20th June.  We faced only 2 

teams from the Swale area and competed against Fulston 

Manor and Westlands. 

 

In our match against Fulston the final score was 10 ½- 1 ½, 

which gave us a massive lift and the confidence to go into 

the next match against Westlands. In this match, the score 

was closer and we managed to beat them 8-4.  Within the 

rounders team Daisy L was player of the match as she 

showed a powerful display in fielding on 2nd base and hit 

some amazing balls. As a team we won both games we 

played after hard work and dedication, going to practice 

every Monday and Thursday over terms 5 and 6. 

 

The team consisted of: Amelia W, Esme B, Avril T, Pelumi 

O, Eleanor W, Katie W, Daisy L, Meghan B, Karine M, 

Gloria A, Neve R. 

 

Year 10 

 

The Year 10 team competed in a Rounders Festival hosted 

by Highsted on Thursday 13th June.  We faced only 1 team 

from the Swale area and competed against Fulston Manor 

to decide the Swale Champion 2019. 

 

In our match against Fulston the final score was 10-5 ½. 

We fielded well as a team and contributed towards the win 

and held their batting score low which meant we knew the 

score we had to chase when we went into bat.  

Well played to everyone in the team: Ayo A, Grace H, 

Shannon B, Natalia F, Katie S, Freya J, Elise B, Shreya J, 

and Charlotte B. 

 

Well done to all the girls that represented Highsted.  



Athletics Events at Highsted 
 
On Thursday 2nd May, the Year 10 athletics team went to 

SCC to compete in the Swale Athletics competition. This was 

the first event of the summer athletics programme, so the 

team had not had much opportunity to prepare, but they 

competed strongly and won the girls event overall.  

There were several strong performances from the team and 

many girls placed in their events achieving District standard.  

For many of the girls this was an opportunity to secure some 

competitive evidence for their GCSE Physical Education 

activities. 

 

Freya J achieved 1st place in 300m and Long Jump; Charlotte 

D achieved 1st place in the 200m and Discus; Mia Thomas 

achieved 1st place Shot and 1500m; Anais N achieved 1st 

place in 100m; Abbie H achieved 1st place for High Jump 

and 2nd place in the 100m; Ella T achieved 1st place in 800m 

and 2nd place Javelin; and the team came 1st in the Relay. 

On Thursday 16th May, the Year 8 and 9 athletics team went 

to SCC to compete in the Swale Athletics competition. The 

event was a combined event as the Year 9 event the week 

previously was cancelled due to rain. Both teams competed 

well and won their competition overall. 

 

Amelia W achieved 1st place in 100m and Shot; Pelumi O 

achieved 1st place in Long Jump and 2nd place in the 100m; 

Neve R achieved 1st place in the 300m; Ilana W achieved 1st 

place in High Jump; Katie W achieved 1st place in Javelin; 

Gloria A achieved 2nd place Shot and 2nd place Discus; and 

the team won the relay. 

 

In the junior event: Francesca V achieved 1st place 300m and 

2nd place in Javelin; Grace F achieved 1st place in 1500m; 

Eva A achieved 1st place in High Jump; Isabella H achieved 

2nd place in High Jump and 2nd place Shot; Vanessa A 

achieved 1st place Shot; Tarryn M achieved 1st place Javelin; 

and the team came 1st in the relay too! 

 

Well done to all the girls in the teams! 

 

Highsted Grammar School Engineering Team 

takes on Bomb Disposal 

 
From October 2018 to May 2019, the Year 12 Engineering 

Team took on the Engineering Education Scheme task, set by 

their mentor partner company BAE Systems in Rochester, to 

look for ways to improve robotic arms used in bomb disposal 

robots. The team consisting of: Ibukunoluwa S, Alice D and 

Shannon P, successfully developed a robot claw controlled 

by a glove with built in flex sensors so that the claw mirrored 

the movement of 

the glove.  

 

First controlled via 

wire, they went on 

to develop a 

wireless version. 

This would greatly 

improve the safe 

operation of the robot and accuracy of control.  The team 

were thrilled when the claw first responded to the moving 

glove on the other side of the workshop. To improve this still 

further the team experimented with haptic feedback solutions 

that would give the operator live touch feedback sensations 

through the glove enabling them to feel what the claw is 

holding.  

 

On Friday 3rd May, the team presented their project to an 

assessment panel of engineers during the scheme 

Celebration and 

Assessment Day 

at the School of 

Engineering and 

Digital Arts, 

University of 

Kent, Canterbury.  

The engineer 

assessors were 

very impressed 

with the depth of 

research, experimentation and iteration carried out during 

the six month project. In those months the team visited 

BAE Systems where they had a tour of the facility, flew a 

flight simulator and were introduced to coding. From the 

10th to the 11th of January, the team also attended a two 

day residential workshop, along with several other schools, 

at the School of Engineering, UKC where they used the 

facilities to develop the claw and won the annual inter-team 

general knowledge quiz.  

 

Highsted has successfully run an Engineering Education 

Scheme team every year for many years as part of 

enrichment, offering students the chance to participate in a 

national scheme that gives them the experience of real life 

engineering problems, industry and a taste of university 

life. The purpose is to encourage young people, particularly 

girls in Highsted’s case, into choosing an exciting and 

fruitful career in Engineering. 

 

Chanel Charity Week   

 
From the 13th to the 17th of May, Chanel House put on a 

series of events to raise money for Macmillan Cancer 

Support. Each day a different form group was responsible 

for running the event 

ensuring that all 

members of Chanel were 

involved.  

 

The event was divided 

into a cake sale, where 

students were able to 

purchase delicious 

biscuits, donuts and 

baked goods, and a 

games stall, where 

students and staff were 

invited to take part in 

timed activities to win 

prizes. At the games 



stall visitors were challenged to: see how long they could 

hula hoop for; knock down cups using balloons; stack cups in 

order of colour in the fastest time possible; and use cups to 

produce a pyramid as quickly as possible.  

 

The event was a great success and Chanel raised £669.92 for 

Macmillan. Well done to all those involved. 

 

Highsted’s Food Showdown 

 
On Friday 7th June, Highsted was visited by the ‘Healthy 

Food Roadshow’ delivered by Chef Ian Rotherham from the 

Fun Food Company. The show details the importance of 

eating a healthy breakfast, what it means to have a balanced 

diet and how to put together a healthy balanced meal – with a 

focus on making better food choices. This year 150 Year 7 

Highsted students joined together with 161 students from 

local primary schools: Eastling Primary, Milstead and 

Frinsted, Minterne and Sunnybank to enjoy the show. 

 

The climax of the show was an exhilarating live ‘cook off’ 

between the chefs – both students and teachers were 

involved. Two teams ‘Red Chillis’ and ‘Green Peas’ used a 

range of fresh ingredients including: vegetables, meat, pulses, 

herbs and spices to cook the best meal in just 15 minutes. The 

student audience adopted the roles of food critics, tasters and 

judges. This is the second time Highsted have taken part in 

the show and this year one team cooked a traditional meal 

including meat and vegetables while the other was challenged 

to go vegan and cook a meal entirely free from animal 

products. 

 

Team ‘Red Chilli’, with Chloe B and Sofia G and led by Mr 

Puxty, created a fusion of Chinese and Caribbean food with 

their chicken and vegetable noodle dish. Team ‘Green Peas’ 

– led by Eastling 

Primary made a 

spiced vegetable 

dish with lentils. 

Both dishes 

looked delicious 

and it was a 

hugely successful 

and fun event for 

all involved. 

 
 

Highsted Success at Kent Schools Track and 

Field Championships 
At the Kent Schools Track and Field Championship at 

Ashford on Saturday 9th June, Highsted students achieved 

great success. The event included competitions in all Track 

and Field events for anyone from Years 7-11. Katie S, Year 

9, won the 3K Race Walk in 16 minutes and 56 seconds, 

beating second place by 20 seconds. Amelia W, Year 9, 

won bronze in the Hammer Throw with 31.78metres and 

Shot with 9.43metres (both personal bests and a new 

Highsted school record for Shot). Freya J, Year 10, came 

third in Long Jump with 5.11metres and sixth in the 80m 

Hurdles. Rachel C, Year 7, came fifth in Shot with 

6.27metres. Vanessa A, Year 8, achieved 8.04metres in 

Shot, a new school record. 

Amelia W has also been selected for the South East Schools 

Inter Counties Track & Field Championships for Shot on 

Saturday 15th June at Bexley and has been entered for the 

English Schools Championships in Birmingham in July. 

Further to her athletics success she has been selected and 

started playing for the Medway Rugby Club last season and 

was successful in the Kent Trials, playing for Kent along 

with fellow Highsted student Natalia F, Year 10. 

All students involved should feel immensely proud of their 

efforts. 

 

High Noon at Highsted 
 

On Saturday 15th June, Year 5 students from local primary 

schools visited Highsted Grammar School to take part in an 

activity day – ‘Wild West’. The activity aims to engage 

students in an enriching and fun filled day, giving them the 

opportunity to meet new friends and explore life at 

Highsted. This year the theme was based on the American 

Wild West – looking at everything from cowboy 

accessories, aiming skills and local wildlife to First Nation 

culture and ancient creation stories. The day culminated in 

an incredible line dancing performance from all the 

students for watching parents.  

 

During the day, students had the chance to participate in a 

range of activities. Two sessions involved making sheriff 

badges out of soap and designing cowboy boots. Next the 

students explored animal and plant adaptations in the 

desert, looking at what different species had to do to 

survive the harsh and hot conditions. They were also lucky 

enough to meet some of these desert dwellers in ‘Reptile 

House’ meeting real life turtles and a bearded lizard. 

Students researched and made First Nation necklaces 

looking at their symbolism for respecting nature.  Another 

activity involved reading examples of different tribal 

creation stories before students were challenged to write 

their own, explaining how the world, sun, moon, stars, 

landscape and creatures were made.  

 

There were more physical activities to try out with ‘Gold 

Rush’ where students were involved in collecting loot from 

a bank as outlaws to score points for their appropriately 



named teams: Team Annie Oakley, Team Calamity Jane, 

Team Jesse James and Team Billy the Kid. They could also 

try their hand at ‘Tin Can Alley Target Practice’ testing their 

accuracy and aim in order to knock objects from a rack with a 

ball.  

The last challenge was line dancing. All the students had to 

learn how to dance in a short period of time in order to 

perform for parents by the end of the day. The final 

performance of ‘5,6,7,8’ by Steps was a great success. 

 

The day was fantastic and the school is already planning for 

next year’s event! 

 

Swale and Sheppey District Super 8s Team 
 

On Friday 21st June, 8 students from Highsted joined forces 

with 8 boys from Fulston Manor to take part in the Kent 

School Games Super 8s finals at Medway Park. Each student 

had to take part in one track event (100m, 200m 80m hurdles 

and 800m) and one field event (High Jump, Long Jump, 

Javelin and Shot) as well as relay. 

The members of the team were: Anjie A, Chikosol O N, 

Alyssa D, Samantha A, Rachel C, Rose B, Esther M and 

Molly W. 

 

The team did really well and many students placed top 3 in 

their pool.  Chikosol O N narrowly lost out to 1st place with a 

photo finish performance in the 100m and nearly gained a 

new school record in the 100m placing 3rd overall in the 

finals. She also came 1st in her pool for Long Jump and 

second overall in the finals.  The mixed relay medley team 

came 3rd with a 4 x100m mixed medley followed by a 4 x 

200m medley, leading all the way until the last few moments. 

 

All the students competed to the best of their ability and 

some students gained PBs in their events over the course of 

the day.  They all should be proud of their performance and 

their legs were tired the next few days! 

 

‘CO2U’ and ‘Skills Enhanced’ Win Highsted 

Young Enterprise Event 

 
This year Highsted have been visited by Enterprise Business 

Partnership. Representatives from the group worked with 

Year 10 for two days on an Enterprise Project. Teams of 

students were challenged to: design a product and company 

name; create product designs; conduct market research and 

complete questionnaires; work out a budget; and give a 

formal presentation explaining their vision before a panel of 

judges.  

 

On Monday 24th of June, Year 10 completed their final 

Enterprise Projects. Each team stood in front of the rest of the 

year group and gave 

their speeches, each 

group trying to convince 

the judges that their 

ideas were both original 

and well developed. 

Afterwards, teams were 

subjected to a gruelling 

series of questions from 

the judging panel, 

further testing their 

design ideas. 

 

The finalists were: ‘Pit Pads’ a team who created 

disposable sweat pads for use under clothing; ‘CO2U’ a 

team who had plans to make an app that can calculate your 

personal carbon footprint; ‘Diamant Scintillant’ who 

created a line of personalised magnetic jewellery; ‘Skills 

Enhanced’ who had plans for a website selling the skills of 

students for students; and ‘Optima Outfits’ a team who 

decided to make an app that gives customers an avatar of 

themselves to try out potential outfits before buying. 

 

Achieving second place was team ‘CO2U’ made up of: 

Shelly B, Abbie H, Daisy H, Scarlett P, Ruth L and Amy G, 

went forward to represent the school at the runners-up final 

at Cummins power systems on 3
rd

 July. Here, the team were 

highly commended on their presentation to judges against 

stiff competition from 7 other secondary schools across 

Kent.   

 

The winning group, Skills Enhanced (Sophie L, Bethany H, 

Gabriella D, Hannah B, Hannah R and Danielle H), went 

forward to the winners’ final at NatWest headquarters in 

London on 5th July. There, they again impressed the judges 

with their excellent presentation and professional marketing 

stand.  One judge commented in particular on the 

confidence with which the team spoke to a line-up of top 

executives from leading companies, including fielding 

some challenging questions to justify their strategic vision.  

 

 Overall, it was an eye-opening experience for all 

concerned and one which will live long in the memory of 

those who took part in improving both their entrepreneurial 

skills, but also their abilities to command an audience and 

present a compelling case for the future of their product. 

 

 



‘The Sun Comes Out’ at Highsted – School 

Production of ‘Annie’  
 

This year Highsted’s school production was the musical: 

‘Annie’. Once again a huge number of students auditioned, 

wanting to get involved. Over the three days the play was 

performed, Wednesday 26th – Friday 28th June, there were 

multiple casts making it an excellent opportunity for students 

to try out their acting, singing, dancing and musical talents.  

 

Based on the popular comic 

strip and set in 1930s New 

York, Annie tells the 

extraordinary story of a 

fiery little orphan who ends 

up in the lap of luxury with 

billionaire Oliver 

Warbucks. Unlike most of 

the other children at Miss  

Hannigan’s orphanage, 

Annie believes that her 

parents are still alive and 

will one day return to claim 

her. Highsted’s retelling of 

this classic tale was a great success and the famous songs 

‘Tomorrow’ and ‘Hard Knock Life’ were sung with passion. 

 

The production 

develops a real sense 

of the Highsted 

community coming 

together as it fosters 

relationships between 

students of different 

age groups and 

experiences.  For 

many students it is 

also a valuable insight 

into how real 

productions work for those looking at theatre or film as future 

career paths. Many hours of hard work were involved for the 

cast, orchestra and backstage crew and it was a rewarding 

experience for all. 

 

Seacole Charity Week 

 

On Wednesday 26th to Friday 28th of June, Seacole House 

raised money for ‘Porchlight’ a Kent based charity, 

supporting vulnerable and homeless young people in the 

South East. Each day members of Seacole tirelessly sold ice 

lollies and cookies to aid this excellent charitable cause. 

 

In the evenings, Seacole visited the school production of 

‘Annie’ to raise more money by selling raffle tickets. Over 

just a few days the event was able to raise a fantastic 

£813.95 for Porchlight. Well done to all staff and students 

involved! 

 

Ecology Field trip 
 

The A Level biologists carried out their required practical at 

Longbeech North Wood, just to the north of Ashford on 

Monday 1st July. They arrived by minibus to hot weather 

and lots of insects. The ecological work began with the 

collection of data for a Spearman’s Rank correlation, 

linking tree circumference with tree ring number and hence, 

tree age. They then went on to investigate how light 

intensity affected the number of Bluebell seed pods. This 

was followed by a BBQ lunch, cooked over open fires by 

Ms Coles and Dr Clapp. A range of food was provided – 18 

rabbit tikka skewers, 28 bunny burgers and game burgers. 

All but two were consumed. 

 

The students all worked extremely hard to complete their 

work. The trip succeeded in meeting all its objectives and 

the students thoroughly enjoyed the day. 

 

Mathletics 2019   
 

On Thursday 27th June, 52 students from five different 

primary schools came to Highsted for Mathletics.  Students 

arranged themselves into teams of around 5 and came up 

with team names such as ‘Action Fraction’ and 

‘Mathematical Magicians’.  The teams then all competed in 

4 different activities using their mathematical knowledge, 

problem solving skills and team work. 

 

One activity had 

students reading maps 

to find mathematical 

puzzles.  These were 

placed all around the 

school site and the 

teams had grid 

references, which 

they had to use to find 

the hidden puzzles, and then enter the answers alongside 

the correct grid reference.  They really got involved in this 

and could be seen running from one puzzle to another! 

Teamwork was key in ‘Maths Relay’ as they had to work 

together to find the answer to mathematical puzzles and 

then run to check their answer before getting the next 

questions.  The race was on to get all 15 questions 

answered! 

 

Outside on the tennis courts, teams next had to use maths 

and PE skills to run and collect items one at a time for their 



team and then work out 

their totals.  Each item they 

collected had a different 

value depending on how 

hard it was to collect it.  

They then had to steal from 

others and learn how to be 

strategic so that they could 

maximise their points. 

Lastly the teams once again competed but this time in a 

mathematical quiz which tested their general knowledge, as 

well as their Maths, with questions like ‘what word describes 

a number system with base two?’ and ‘what is the name of a 

number is a 1 followed by 100 zeros?’ 

 

Overall the students had fun a really enjoyed themselves.  We 

had comments like: ‘It was really good and fun.  It extended 

my maths knowledge and my team learning.’ ‘Today was 

brilliant. Thank you Highsted for having us!’ 

‘Everything was really fun!’ 

 

Highsted’s ‘Trash Art’ Competition 
 

On Tuesday 2nd July, Highsted 

Grammar School held its first 

KS2 Art Competition, open to 

all Swale primary schools. The 

theme of the competition was 

Recycled Materials – ‘Trash 

Art’. Topical in today’s 

society, it provides the 

opportunity for any KS2 

student to create a piece of art 

work in order to give new life 

and meaning to rubbish. The 

competition was a great way to 

help promote recycling 

throughout more schools in 

Swale and to educate students about the different ways in 

which they can recycle. 

The competition was a fantastic opportunity to bring more 

primary schools together and it allowed students to view their 

art in a gallery. 

 

As a school, Highsted 

created an awards 

evening where 

participating schools 

and parents of 

participating students 

were invited to view 

competition entries in a 

gallery designed for 

Trash Art and many 

prizes were won. Big 

winners of the night were: a 

giant dragon collage made 

out of plastic bottle lids, a 

bee made out of tin Cans, an 

apron made out of crisp 

packets, and a ‘General 

Grievous’ (from ‘Star 

Wars’) sculpture made out 

of toothpicks and card. 

 

 It was an evening of art, 

music and fun, which 

celebrated the diversity of Swale art and youth.  

 

 

Highsted Sports Day 
 

On Friday 5
th

 July, Highsted celebrated its annual Sports 

Day with records broken and a tightly contested set of 

overall scores for each House. This year the theme for 

Sports Day was ‘Sporting Events around the World’ with 

each House representing a country hosting a major sporting 

competition. 

 

Chanel drew the 

‘Rugby World 

Cup’ hosted by 

Japan, decorating 

their support area 

on the field with 

Japanese flags 

and rugby ball 

bunting – made 

by students. Staff 

and students wore rugby shirts for the day to show their 

support. Eliot’s area was representing the ‘Athletics World 

Championships’ hosted by Qatar. Students had created a 

beautiful model athletics track complete with images of 

famous athletic events and lots of orange to celebrate 

Eliot’s trademark house colour. Franklin House received 

the ‘Cricket World Cup’ hosted by England and Wales. 

Staff and students wore the traditional all white clothing 

and set up a fantastic traditional ‘English High Tea’ in their 

support area complete with miniature cakes on tall cake 

stands, cups and saucers and decorative tea pots.  

 

Keller were representing the ‘Women’s Football World 

Cup’ hosted by France – keeping their French theme from 

last year where they celebrated the ‘Tour de France’ and 

featured Mr Webb running a relay race with a traditional 

baguette. They flew football decorated flags and students 

wore football shirts. Roddick, to the amusement of many, 



drew the ‘Swimming 

World Championships’ 

hosted by South Korea. 

They took to their 

theme in Great Spirit, 

adorned with a series of 

armbands, swimming 

goggles and inflatables 

on the day. Finally, 

Seacole had the 

‘Netball World Cup’ 

hosted by Liverpool with some students wearing traditional 

netball dresses while others wore homemade netball bibs. 

The Seacole support area was decorated with colourful 

netball themed bunting created by students.  

 

Each year there is a competition for the best dressed and 

decorated support area for each house and traditionally 

houses put on a performance of some kind to raise House 

morale before the much anticipated relay events. This year 

was no exception with Chanel performing a jaw dropping 

traditional rugby ‘haka’; Eliot were inspired by the runners 

from the popular ‘118 118’ TV advert and created a show of 

athletic stretches; Franklin invented their own dance routine 

inspired by cricket umpire signals to the Nintendo ‘Wii Fit’ 

theme tune; Keller sang ‘Football’s Coming Home’ and 

showed off their football footwork; Roddick amazed us by 

‘swimming’ down the track before switching to the Korean 

‘Gangnam Style’ by PSY for the final stretch; and Seacole 

performed a netball cheer and acrobatic display. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As for the results, Seacole were overall winners of the day 

with an incredible 723 points, followed by last year’s winners 

Chanel with 676 points and closely followed by Franklin 

with 673 points. Congratulations go to record breaking 

students this year: Chikosol N, Year 7, who ran the 100m in 

14.30 seconds; Vanessa A, Year 8, who achieved a record 

throw of 8.37m in Shot Put; Amelia W, Year 9, who achieved 

a record throw of 9.43m in Shot Put; Katie W, Year 9, who 

achieved a record throw of 27.61m for Javelin; and finally 

Charlotte P G, Year 10, who ran the 200m in 28.95 seconds 

and broke the Shot Put record too with a throw of 8.45m. 

Highsted is incredibly proud of the efforts of all students 

and staff, everyone made the day an enormous success.  

 

 

Muddy Race for Life 
 

On Sunday 7th July 2019, 8 Highsted Year 12 pupils took 

part in Cancer Research’s pretty muddy Race for Life. 

As a team they raised a total of £2630! The pupils that took 

part were: Neve W-G, Sarah H, Toby C, Olivia A, Cerys 

W, Jessica B, Louisa B and Beckie G. 

 

German Exchange 2019 
 

On Monday 8th July, 44 students from Gymnasium 

Fridericianum, our partner school in Germany, joined us at 

Highsted for the day. As well as attending lessons with 

their partner, they competed in a quiz and engaged in some 

role-playing with Year 7s. Later they took part in a speed-

dating activity and a rounders competition with Year 9s. 

We look forward to their visit again next year and most 

importantly to our visit to see them next March! 

 

Watch this space as letters for the Exchange 2020 will be 

coming out in Term 1 2019! 

 

Stonewall ambassador visit – a role model for 

members and allies of the LGBT community. 
 

On Tuesday 9th July, Highsted was honoured to welcome 

an ambassador for the Stonewall charity – an advocate for 

LGBT rights and an excellent role model, named David. 

Students from Key Stages 4 and 5 were fortunate enough to 

hear of his personal experiences, interpretation of events 

with regards to the Stonewall charity’s cause, as well as his 

personal outlook on global progress made towards social 

equality. He also clarified that the Stonewall riots of 1969, 

in New York City's Greenwich Village is of course what 

the charity is named after, as it represents struggle and 

uprising from a group in society that were long-oppressed 

in countries across the world by their own governments and 

people around them. David was also eager to point out 

positive changes that have been made; particularly the 

attendance of roughly 1.5 million people at London Pride 

this year (as opposed to the first major London Pride event 

in 1972, which was recorded to have had only 2,000 

participants.) 

 

After learning much about David himself and respecting his 

courage to allow us an insight to his own experiences, 

family life, work life and development of a range of 



friendships while coming to terms with his sexuality, the 

students were prompted to ask questions. A key question that 

David seemed particularly honoured to answer was one 

regarding the reasons for having Pride every year and why it 

is so important. As a brilliant role model, he stressed that not 

only is Pride a festival and a celebration of diversity as 

people come to accept their true selves, it is also a form of 

protest to raise awareness that changes still need to be made.  

 

Another student inquired into what advice he would give to 

his younger self or to a young person currently experiencing 

struggles similar to those which he described as going 

through, to which he responded with an inspiring message: 

“find your people.” David explained that you are not alone in 

the world and a supportive network of either family or friends 

is vital, especially on one’s journey into adulthood. He also 

took a moment to recognise the work that the school does, 

here at Highsted, as teachers and mentors are genuinely 

interested in championing diversity, equal rights and 

inclusivity, while gladly offering advice and support to 

students. The Stonewall ambassador claimed that he was 

lucky to have a particularly dear friend of his own, amongst 

the crowds of people that he came across around the time he 

went to university; his friend meant a lot to him because she 

was always there for him and was more than happy to help 

him plan how to ‘come out’ family members. 

 

Citizenship and Enterprise – Courageous 

Wednesday 

 

Highsted’s annual Citizenship and Enterprise Week began 

today. Students of all year groups were excited to start their 

activities and get involved. Year 10 immediately started 

decorating the area under the canopy, preparing their market 

stalls, producing, advertising and selling a variety of goods, 

games and fun creations. This year some of the enterprise 

projects involved: henna tattoos, miniature cacti, tombola 

games and guess the number of sweets in a jar.  

 

The rest of the school were involved in the courageous 

activities on offer this year, developing new skills and 

meeting new friends. The highlight of the day was definitely 

the Year 12 ‘X Factor’ performance of ‘Spice Up Your Life’ 

from The Spice Girls, complete with an energetic and spicy 

dance routine!  

 

Other activities 

included: courageous 

art journaling, where 

students explored 

weird and wacky 

painting techniques; 

brave students 

fighting with knitting 

needles to tirelessly 

create their woollen 

creations; and stories 

of ‘Mulan’s fearless fight to save China inspired students to 

create their own heroine. On the flip side, some activities had 

students exploring their worst fears and looking at what 

triggers our most severe phobias in ‘Fear Factor’; and a 

yellow brick road appeared in the drama studio, watched over 

by the terrifying green eye of the Wizard of Oz. 

 

 

 

 

Citizenship and Enterprise – Valorous 

Thursday 
 

Today the activities and marketing at Highsted’s annual 

Citizenship and Enterprise Week continued. Year 10 were 

offering a range of stalls selling: multi-coloured, sweet 

smelling bath bombs, stationary and guess the name of the 

giant bear. The rest of the school were involved in various 

valorous tasks such as: telling the thrilling tale of 

‘Namjoon’s Sacrifice’ in Courageous Comic Book Heroes; 

creating beautiful and very professional copper jewellery 

such as anklets, earrings and necklaces; and finalising film 

posters for upcoming new Disney heroine films. 

Highlights of the day were definitely the incredible 

children’s book 

illustrations and stories in 

the creative writing 

activity. Each had been 

made with amazing 

attention to detail and told 

of the bravery of 

‘Amazing Sheep’, ‘Teddy 

the Astronaut’ and ‘The 

Fearless Four’. 

 

 

Citizenship and Enterprise Week – Friday’s 

Bravery Showcase 
 

On Friday 12th of July, 

Highsted students 

gathered together in the 

main hall to celebrate all 

the activities from 

Citizenship and Enterprise 

Week. The showcase was 

a chance for all students 

participating to share with 

each other all that they had achieved during the week. First 

up was ‘Copper Jewellery’ where students showed off their 

beautiful bronzy creations and impressive metal working 

skills. After this students from ‘Creative Writing’ displayed 

their delightful children’s book covers and story book work 

before giving us a reading from one book called: ‘Two Peas 

in a Pod’ by Eleia in Year 7, story of Philip and Penny the 

peas fighting against the evil Sir Pumpkin. This was 

followed by the educational ‘Fear Factor’ with students 

explaining to us how phobias worked and then presenting 

their research projects on how fears manifest and why and 

looking at treatments.  

 

Next up were the 

‘Courageous Comic 

Book’ students who 

had chosen a heroic 

figure who meant 

something to them 

and then created a 

series of artistic and 

literary pieces to 

show them off. The 

‘Art Journalism’ team appeared next and showcased their 

beautiful and intricate artistic designs inspired by artist 

Dina Wakley. It was clear that a lot of time and skill hand 

gone into this work. The penultimate presentation of the 

morning was from ‘Courage with Colour’ who had worked 

as a team to create bonding squares, used in hospitals for 



premature births. Each knitted square is given to mother and 

baby so they can learn each other’s scent. The students made 

an amazing 13 sets of bonding squares to be given to Great 

Ormond Street Hospital. The final presentation of the 

morning was from ‘Disney Women’, a group who had been 

inspired to create their own courageous, strong heroine. The 

group explored the changing image of Disney protagonists 

through the last decades before sharing their own new Disney 

films such as ‘Idalium’ the story of a princess whose 

homeland is destroyed and ‘Divinity’ a heroine who is 

changed forever by the power of a solar eclipse. 

 

The afternoon showcase kicked 

off with the ‘X Factor’ team 

performing their top three 

winners from the week’s 

singing and dancing routines. 

They were shortly followed up 

by the ‘Botany Bay’ team who 

shared their photos and 

memories of exploring the coast 

and creating art in the sand. 

Next the students from the 

French trip told us about their 

excursions abroad including a 

trip to the Boulogne harbour and old town, a local 

supermarket and a nearby chocolate factory. Following them 

was the ‘German Teaching’ group, a small team who had 

worked hard in school on Wednesday to create games and 

activities designed for teaching basic German to Year 4 

students at local Tunstall Primary School before delivering 

these at the school on Thursday. They shared a short film clip 

of the students enjoying their first taste of German.  

 

The next activity was ‘Courage Yard’, a trip to London’s 

famous site to explore its Dickensian heritage and draw the 

local architecture. The second to last showcase presentation 

came from the ‘Lower Grange Farm’ team, who had travelled 

to Maidstone for adventurous outdoor activities such as 

archery, pioneering and rock climbing. 

 

They showed some amazing photos and even a video of 

some girls bravely climbing a towering rock face. Last but 

not least was the ‘Wizard of Oz’ group. They showed a film 

of short scenes from the iconic Wizard of Oz play, 

emphasising the importance of courage and finding it inside 

your heart.   

 

The week was a huge success and all staff and students 

should be proud of their courageous efforts! 

 

Bushcraft 2019 

 

For the third year running, 82 Year 8 students attended 

Bushcraft for the three days of Citizenship Week. Without 

technology, it was great to see the students strengthen their 

friendships through the vast array of activities they 

undertook. From camouflage and concealment, to the 

‘Bushcraft Challenge’ all students got involved with the 

activities on offer. For those that were brave enough, some 

slept underneath the stars, while others opted to try eating 

the eyeball of a salmon. The singing started on the coaches 

out to Bushcraft and continued all the way through the three 

days to our journey home. ‘Reeces Buttercup’ was a 

particular favourite amongst students. 

 

 A highlight of the trip was ‘Tribes got Talent.’ Well done 

to the winner team who composed several short songs 

about their time at Bushcraft. It was an incredible 

experience for all, the chance to make memories they will 

never forget.    

  

Grace F’s Journey with Taekwondo 
 

I started training in Taekwondo when I was 3 years old. 

Taekwondo is a Korean martial art very similar to Karate. I 

have been training for 10 years. I started off at Bapchild 

village hall in the Junior Tygers Class which is normally for 

5 year olds and above. The Junior Tygers Class was great 

fun and we learned different skills like balance, focus, and 

coordination. We all had great fun playing games but also 

punching and kicking the pads. I did several gradings where 

you take a test for the next belt. 

 

Eventually I got promoted to the Cadets Class, which does 

the adult taekwondo syllabus. When I moved into the 

cadets I also started competing in national competitions. 

These competitions were long days with a few fights and 

patterns in the middle. I won lots of medals and trophies.  

In my first competition in Margate, when I was six, I 

competed against other girls much bigger than me and I still 

managed to win the competition and received a gold medal.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



I am part of the TSA Taekwondo Competition Team. I made 

it to Black Belt 1st Dan in 2016. The grading lasted 3 hours 

and I had to show basic moves, kicks, blocks, strikes as well 

as pad work, sparring, patterns and answering questions 

about Taekwondo and Korean words. 

 

I still train twice a week at the TSA Taekwondo training hall 

on the Eurolink, I have lots of friends at the classes. It is great 

fun and keeps me fit and healthy. I can’t remember life 

before Taekwondo, it’s just something I’ve always done and 

now I can’t imagine life without it. 

 

Highsted’s CANSAT Group 
 

A group of Highsted students will reach for the stars next 

year as they prepare to launch their own model satellite. The, 

as yet unnamed mission, will see the working model lifted 

into the air, where it will take a series of readings and 

transmit its data back to Earth. At the end of its mission the 

capsule will return to Earth using parachutes to slow its 

descent. 

 

The students taking part in this project are: Gabriella C, Ava 

G, Lola B, Olivia F, Jessica W, Alicia M, Madison M, Izzy 

B, Hannah T, Tilly M and Elena J. They have been working 

in teams in the same way as the European Space Agency 

(ESA). The software team have been honing their coding 

skills and are currently writing programs to operate the craft 

and analyse the data. The hardware team is planning how to 

build the craft keeping within the limits set out by ESA, 

along the way they are acquiring new skills, with soldering 

next on their list. Meanwhile, the recovery team have 

conducted a series of experiments to determine the best 

parachute design and will be moving on to full scale testing 

in the near future.  

 

The group hopes to eventually compete in the CanSat 

competition, however, they will be happy if the model returns 

from its maiden voyage unscathed.  

 

Highsted Carnegie Group 
 
This summer term the Highsted Reading Group has been 

reading the 8 titles that have been shortlisted for the  CILIP 

Carnegie Medal, the UK's oldest and most prestigious 

children's book award. The CILIP Carnegie Medal is 

awarded by children's librarians but has a shadowing scheme 

that allows students to for their favourite. Our group had 

students from Years 7-9 and we enjoyed the variety of books 

on the shortlist. One favourite was Bone Talk by Candy 

Gourlay,as she had visited the Year 7s earlier in the year. 

The books on the shortlist this year were: The Poet X by 

Elizabeth Acevedo, Rebound 

by Kwame Alexander, The 

House with Chicken Legs by 

Sophie Anderson, Bone Talk 

by Candy Gourlay, A Skinful 

of Shadows by Frances 

Hardinge, Things A Bright 

Girl Can Do by Sally 

Nicholls, Long Way Down by 

Jason Reynolds, and The 

Land of Neverendings by 

Kate Saunders. The eight 

shortlisted books had been 

chosen from over 245 that 

were nominated for the medal. 

Poet X was announced as the Winner of the Carnegie 

Award and the Shadowing award voted for by the students. 

This was the first time that the award had been won by a 

person of colour and the winning author Elizabeth Acevedo 

gave an empowering and emotional acceptance speech. 

Acevedo conceived The Poet X whilst working as an 

English teacher at a secondary school in Maryland, USA. 

The daughter of Dominican immigrants, she realised that 

most of the books she had been teaching didn’t contain 

characters of colour that reflected the pupils she worked 

with, and that this feeling of being unseen consequently led 

to a marked disinterest in reading. 

 

In her speech, Elizabeth Acevedo paid credit to a particular 

student who inspired her to write the book: “I felt like this 

student had given me a challenge, or at least permission to 

grab the baton. She gave me permission to write a story 

about young people who take up space, who do not make 

themselves small, who learn the power of their own 

words.” Closing her speech with an empowering poem 

celebrating girls of colour, Acevedo said: “I think we 

should have poetry in every room as much as possible, and 

because I fundamentally believe in Dr. Rudine Sims 

Bishop’s words that children’s literature should be a mirror 

and a window.” 

The reading group meets every Thursday Lunchtime at 1.20 

in the LRC and we would welcome new members. 

 

Highsted Students Receive Higher Education 

Experience 
 

This year, Year 12s have had a number of university 

experiences accessed through an application process 

nationally. Rebecca S, Tierney S and Shannon P visited 

Murray Edwards College, Cambridge. Bethany T visited 

UNIQ (Bethany T) and Gabija B went to the Eton Summer 

School. Below are some accounts of their experiences: 

 

Murray Edwards College 

 

Before now I’ve only ever been at school with people from 

the same few towns, whereas here there were students from 

all over England, all with different backgrounds, so a more 

exciting environment. I thought it was especially nice how 

enthusiastic everyone was about the degree they wanted to 

do, and what a variety there was: Philosophy, Classics, 

PPE, German and French, History and Spanish. We also 

looked around the college library, where I got to chat to 

another Year 12 wanting to do German. It was lovely to 

share what we were excited about. 

 

On the first day we had two inspiring talks from Murray 

Edwards’ alumni on the topic of success. Personally, I 

found the most important lessons were to be flexible with 

success as it can come in the most unexpected forms, and to 

be resilient and persistent in the face of setbacks to ensure 

you continue striving for the goal you want to achieve. As 

Year 12 students we are constantly thinking ‘what’s next?’ 

so the messages from these two intelligent and successful 

women seemed very prominent and applicable.  

 

UNIQ 

 

I attended the University of Oxford UNIQ Summer School 

for Medicine. UNIQ is a 5 day widening access and 

participation programme for 1350 applicants in Year 12 to 

enjoy a free, academically engaging programme to mirror 



the life of an Oxford undergraduate. During my time, I stayed 

at Magdelen College, which was one of the largest and 

beautiful colleges Oxford had to offer and even has its own 

deer park! 

 

I did a physiology practical where we were able to perform 

ECGs on each other while performing a few different tasks 

which affected out vitals. I also attended one of the pre-

clinical lectures on abnormal cell growth. The next day, we 

went to the research fmRIb centre at the John Radcliffe 

Hospital. I was able to see an fMRI machine and saw the 

lecturer’s brain activity in real time. We then had a surgical 

skills demonstration where we got to take blood from dummy 

arms, suture fake wounds, intubate dummies and give each 

other real plaster casts. While, I had a very busy week, I also 

ended up making lots of friends and really felt like I fit in. I 

now believe if I put my mind to it, I could make an Oxford 

application and hopefully be successful. 

 

Eton Summer School 

 

I was fortunate enough to have the opportunity to experience 

both life at one of England’s leading independent schools and 

a simulation of what life would be like studying French at 

university. Most days, students were able to work with 

current Oxbridge undergraduates and try new activities such 

as debating or water sports similarly to how they operate at 

university as well as attend enrichment lectures, where we 

could expect to be pushed out of our comfort zones as we 

discussed topics such as the value of modern art in today’s 

society. Furthermore, there was a chance to consult a panel of 

Oxbridge admissions tutors on the matter of making a 

competitive application to top UK universities. All in all, I 

found the experience to be an academic challenge but a 

challenge that has been worthwhile, providing me with the 

skills and confidence to apply to university this October. 

 

Lower School Awards 2019 

 

The Lower School Awards Ceremony allows parents, carers 

and staff to celebrate all the hard work and dedication 

Highsted students have put into this academic year. Students 

from Years 7, 8 and 9 received awards in areas such as: 

attendance, attainment, attitude to learning and progress as 

well as their contribution to Drama, the Library, Sport, 

Science, Music and their Houses.  

 

To begin the ceremony, 

parents, carers and staff 

walked in to the musical 

performance of ‘All I 

Want’ by Kitty B, 

Isabella B, Alexandra H, 

Callia H, Elena I, 

Rebeka M and Ella P 

who all played the 

ukulele and collaborated 

with vocals. Throughout 

the award ceremony, the 

audience were amazed 

by musical performances 

from Hannah T, Year 8, who performed a Piano Solo of ‘And 

Now Let’s Handel’ as well as a guitar and vocals 

performance of ‘Need you Now’ by Lady Antebellum from 

Poppy E and Ameila S, Year 9. 

 

The guest speaker this year was Alice Lord – an ex-Highsted 

student who left the school nine years ago. With the support 

from the school and Mrs 

Evans, Alice contributed 

every year from Year 8 in 

the Highsted School 

productions. After gaining 

confidence and a passion 

for drama, Alice attended 

Sheffield University to 

study English and 

Theatre.  Alice Lord 

contributed to a lot of 

Charity work since 

leaving Highsted. At 

university, she raised 

£98,000 for a Children’s Hospital charity by hitchhiking 

across Europe in 8 days. She then travelled to Hong Kong 

where she taught English to 16 – 25 year olds and returned 

to England to work for the NSPCC Child line. Today, Alice 

Lord works as a Civil Servant in Parliament, where she 

works with MPs about Brexit and how we can prepare for 

leaving the EU - facing challenges like how the country 

will get food from over 

the border.  

Alice Lord produced a 

fantastic speech about 

her life after Highsted 

and encouraged the 

students to be brave, try 

their best and to always 

help others.  

 

We congratulate all 

students who got an 

award and we look 

forward to the next 

Lower School Award 

Ceremony. 

 

 

Building an alumni community to inspire our 

students 
 

We are delighted to inform you that Highsted Grammar 

School is working with the education charity Future First to 

build a thriving alumni community. Amongst our former 

students is a whole host of talented role models who we 

want to connect with in order to celebrate their success and 

inspire our current students. Alumni can be brought back to 

offer careers and education advice, mentor students, 

provide work experience placements and much more. 

 

We need you  

 

Please help us reach out to our former students using your 

own networks. From doctors to dancers, pilots to plumbers, 

we need alumni from a range of careers to open our 

students’ eyes to what’s possible. 

If you are a former student or know of any who’d like to 

stay in touch and give back to their old school, ask them to 

sign up at: 

 

https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student/highsted  

 

 

 

 

 

https://networks.futurefirst.org.uk/former-student/highsted


Staffing Update 

Highsted would like to say goodbye and thank you to several members of staff departing the school to explore new and varied 

interests at this time in their lives… 

 

Miss Rodwell is leaving to move into the independent sector (prep school). Thank you for creating a thriving department of curious 

artists! We welcome Mrs Higson to lead the Art department into the next academic year.  

 

Mrs Neve having returned from maternity leave is moving to a school in Dartford to work part time in an organisation nearer to her 

home. Thank you for your commitment to supporting the development of sport in the school; Mrs Tress will join the department in 

September. 

 

Mr Puxty’s temporary contract with the school has come to an end; thank you for your many contributions to school life!  

 

Mrs Springhall joins the Maths department in September as Mrs Regnier’s replacement. Additionally due to increased numbers of 

pupils on roll Mr Ensor will be joining the maths department, Mr Lovett the English department, Mr Mulligan the Science 

department as teacher of Physics, Miss Cresswell as teacher of Art and DT and Mrs Guzadhur-Bunjun as teacher of Business and 

Economics; we look forward to working with you. 

 

Further to Mrs Culley’s departure from the school and the teaching profession, Mr Holmes will be joining the leadership group  as 

Assistant Headteacher with responsibility for Key Stage Three. Mr Holmes, a former Head of English joins us from Fort Pitt 

Grammar School for Girls. Mr Rogers also joins the school as the Head of Chemistry. 

 

 

We look forward to the exciting contributions of all staff as the new academic year approaches. 

 

 

Simmonds School Uniform Shop 

  
Highsted Grammar School uniform is available during term 

time from our School Uniform Shop onsite at the School, 

adjacent to the School Hall 

 

(Open Tuesday, Thursday 1:00 pm – 2:00 pm, Wednesday 

3:00pm – 5:00pm) 

Telephone 01795 229535 

 

Free School Meals 
 

If your child is under 19 and in full-time education, you may 

be able to get free school meals for them. The quickest and 

easiest way to apply for school meals is to apply online. 

 

a) Who can get them? 

 

Your child must attend a maintained school (most schools in 

Kent are maintained schools) or receive alternative education 

approved by Kent County Council. 

 

Children attending private or independent schools can't get 

free school meals. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You must receive one of these benefits to qualify: 

 Income Support 

 Income Based Jobseekers Allowance 

 Child Tax Credit (not including Working Tax 

Credit) - if the household income is below £16,190 

 Guaranteed Element of State Pension Credit 

 an income-related Employment and Support 

Allowance 

 support under part VI of the Immigration and 

Asylum Act 1999 if you are an asylum seeker 

 

Evidence of benefit may be requested after you apply. 

 

You can apply online at: 

 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-

children/schools/free-school-meals#tab-2 
 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/free-school-meals#tab-2
http://www.kent.gov.uk/education-and-children/schools/free-school-meals#tab-2


 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 HIGHSTED GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

 
Highsted Road 

Sittingbourne 
Kent 

ME10 4PT 
 

Phone: 01795 424223 
Fax: 01795 429375 

E-mail: admin@highsted.kent.sch.uk 

 August 

Thursday 15 A-Level Examination Results Day 

Thursday 22 GCSE Examination Results Day 

Term 1 September 

Monday 2 Staff Development Day 1 

Tuesday 3 Staff Development Day 2 

Wednesday 4 Whole School Returns 

Wednesday 25 PSHE Education for Life Day 1 

Thursday 26 School Photographs 

 October 

Thursday 3 Open Evening 

Monday 14 Harvest Festival 

Wednesday 16 Harvest Festival 

Friday 18 End of Term 1  

Monday 28 Start of Term 2 

Staff Development Day 3 

 November 

Tuesday 5 PSHE Education for Life Day 2 

Wednesday 13 Post-16 Education Evening 

Thursday 14 Year 7 Tea Party 

Monday 18 Lower School New Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 20 Year 12 Parents’ Evening 

Wednesday 27 Year 8 Charity Bazaar 

Thursday 28 House Drama Competition 

 December 

Tuesday 3 Lights for Love 

Thursday 5 Christmas Concert 

Wednesday 11 Awards Evening 

Thursday 12 PSHE Education for Life Day 3 

Monday 16 Carol Service 

Wednesday 18 End of Term 2 

 Thursday 19 December to  Sunday 5 January – 

Christmas Holiday. Monday 6 January - Start of 

Term 3. 

mailto:admin@highsted.kent.sch.uk

