
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March 2018 

 
 
 

Dear Parent/Carer 

 

This week in school, as we fast approach the Easter break, 

the staff and students welcomed Rev Resch to lead the whole 

school in assembly time. Rev Resch reminded us that Easter 

is a time of hope and she particularly highlighted the need for 

members of our school community to choose to do small acts 

of kindness for the betterment of the community we are all 

part of. As you read through this edition of Highsted 

Highflyers you will certainly see how this theme is reflected 

in the many fundraising activities that have taken place at the 

school…. 

 

Congratulations to Miss Mead (English Department) in 

leading on World Book Day. Despite the interruption to the 

scheduling of this important whole school event by ‘The 

Beast from the East’, the staff and students really embraced 

the homage to Roald Dahl and his many celebrated works. 

Next term we look forward to Miss Mead and Miss 

McKenner leading a group of 20 students in their joy of 

reading the Carnegie shortlist – well done to all involved, 

your fervour for reading is to be applauded! 

 

Further to a superb Spring Concert last week, The Origin 

went on to compete in the Tunstall school competition 

securing a win for their perfect harmonies! Congratulations to 

all involved – we are really proud of your achievements. 

We would like to extend our best wishes to Laura M in Year 

10 as she is a finalist in the 25
th

 Medway Young Musician’s 

Award 2018 – this is a superb accomplishment for one of our 

students and so we wish Laura the best of luck! 

 

The Year 9 experience of the mobile planetarium was a 

particular highlight for students this term. Led by members of 

the University of Kent’s science team it was delightful to 

observe students ‘star- gazing’ and grappling with the 

principles of astrophysics on the day that the highly 

acclaimed scientist, Stephen Hawking died. His mantra 

concerning science curiosity is particularly apt for members 

of the Highsted community to consider when he stated: 

 

‘Try to make sense of what you see and wonder about what 

makes the universe exist. Be curious, and however difficult 

life may seem, there is always something you can do and 

succeed at. It matters that you don’t just give up…’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

These words couldn’t be more motivating as we encourage 

each other to ‘seek to learn today, to shape to lead 

tomorrow’. 

 

You will find numerous events enclosed which detail the 

work that the Highsted student has been involved in as part 

of the formal and informal curriculum. Please do read on!  

 

May I take this opportunity to wish you and your families a 

wonderful Easter and I hope that you enjoy the break. 

Please be advised that the school returns for the start of 

term on Monday 16
th

 April 2018. 

 

Once again I thank you for your continued support of the 

school. 

 

All good wishes 

 

 

 

 

 

Anne Kelly 

Headteacher 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Star Wars, Deepest Africa and Mario Kart – 

Highsted’s Super STEM Event 
 

On Tuesday 23 January, Highsted held a special Science, 

Technology, Engineering and Mathematics Event (STEM) to 

develop student skills and encourage the pursuit of future 

careers in these subjects. The day involved the whole of Year 

7 who were participating in a range of activities, across three 

themed classrooms, run by STEM Ambassadors from 

Canterbury Christ 

Church University. 

 

Activity One was 

themed around 

‘Star Wars’ and 

involved students 

battling the ‘Dark 

Side’ by engaging 

in decoding riddles 

and breaking codes to work out where the evil Empire’s 

forces were. Some of the games involved calculating how far 

ships would have to fly to reach their destinations, others 

involved giant ‘Top Trumps’ style cards featuring the planets 

in the solar system – where students had to choose from 

values such as temperature, distance from the Sun and size to 

beat each other and claim more cards for themselves. The 

team with the most points at the end was given the 

opportunity to ‘destroy the Death Star’ – popping a balloon 

(all completed to the rousing tune of John Williams’ ‘Main 

Theme’ to Star Wars).  

 

In the second 

room, students 

were taken to 

‘Deepest 

Africa’ to take 

part in various 

puzzles and 

team building 

activities. 

Their 

challenge was 

to unlock the treasure chest found by African explorers by 

finding the correct sequence of numbers and letters to break 

the lock. Puzzles involved: using ropes to lift a small box 

from ‘the swamp’ without dropping it or getting wet; creating 

a bridge strong enough to hold the weight of ‘Trevor’ the 

wooden tortoise (leading 

to some ingenious ideas 

and quite a few creative 

disagreements); 

calculating how many 

bricks it would take to 

build a 7-storey- high 

Ziggurat; and deciphering 

clues from a cryptic map. 

Each puzzle rewarded students with a box containing a riddle 

which they had to solve or face a forfeit – completing the 

next puzzle blindfolded! The organisers had really set the 

scene, decked out in full Safari gear and decorating the 

classroom with crumbling maps, dusty tombs and snakes in 

jars. 

 

The final room took students to the virtual world of ‘Mario 

Kart’ where they had to design and create a ‘Kart’ and race 

their vehicular creations against each other in an assault 

course. To do this, students had to earn ‘golden coins’ to buy 

car parts by solving problems and completing tasks such as: 

creating lava lamps, solving mathematical problems, and 

playing a logic game. Each group of 4 had to be assigned a 

character from the Mario series and an added twist was that 

each character was limited in what they were allowed to 

achieve. Only the ‘Yoshi’ team member could buy car 

parts, ‘Mario’ had to build the car, ‘Peach’ was the master 

puzzle solver and only ‘Luigi’ could dabble in all three. 

This meant teams had to work strategically to ensure they 

completed their Kart on time to reach the race track. Race 

winners received trophies in true Mario Kart style.  

 

Through teamwork and resilience, all students were able to 

complete the tasks and had great fun in the process. The 

event was a huge success and an excellent way to get 

students thinking about and applying their skills and 

knowledge of maths, science and engineering. Later this 

year, students from Years 7, 8 and 9 will all have further 

opportunities to engage in STEM activities including: a trip 

to the Discovery Park in Sandwich, Kent for a ‘Big Bang 

Event’, experiencing a mobile planetarium and attending a 

careers fair – all aimed at developing aspirations and 

inspiring them for the future.  

 

Holocaust Memorial Day at Highsted 
 

Students at Highsted Grammar School in Sittingbourne 

have been raising money for a local charity following a 

visit to Auschwitz, the Second World War concentration 

camp in Poland. Taya H and Anna K, students in Year 13, 

have been taking part in the Holocaust Educational Trust’s 

“Lessons from Auschwitz” project. After hearing the vivid 

account of a Holocaust survivor’s experience, they flew out 

to Auschwitz to visit the notorious concentration camp, 

where over 1 million people were murdered by the Nazis. 

 

When they returned to Sittingbourne, Taya and Anna 

wanted to do something to honour those who had died 

during the Holocaust and to make a difference to today’s 

society. On Friday 26 January, Highsted students wore 

orange to mark this important event and raise money for 

Kent Refugee Action Network. In total, the school raised 

£956.54 for this great cause. 

 

“We can’t change the past, but we can learn lessons from 

it,” Taya commented. 

 

Kent Refugee Action Network (KRAN) is a local 

independent charity which gives aid to unaccompanied 

young refugees, often seeking safety after being forced 

away from their families and homes. Taya remarked, 

“When I saw a bunch of keys in Auschwitz, it really hit me 



that the person who owned those keys intended to go home 

and use them again, but they never got to do this.” 

 

Anna was especially moved by the service held on the 

railway tracks in Auschwitz, when participants in the project 

lit candles in honour of those who didn’t return after the end 

of the war. She said, “We asked students in school to wear 

orange or an orange accessory because it’s the colour of the 

Holocaust Educational Trust and also a reminder of the 

colour of the lifejackets worn by many of the people seeking 

safety today. History isn’t just about then – we can learn from 

it.” 

 

Highsted’s Year 9 Career Fair 
 

On Friday 9 

February, Highsted 

held its 2nd Annual 

Career Fair for Year 

9 students - inviting a 

variety of local and 

national companies to 

the school to 

showcase career 

opportunities to the 

students. Participating in the fair were representatives from: 

Natwest, Avenue Theatre, the Bank of England, Sheerness 

Newspaper, Ideas Test, Wahl Organisation, Audata Ltd., 

Plymouth University, the Army, the National Apprenticeship 

Program, Pfizer Ltd., Hadlow College, Ericsson, Optivo and 

BAM Ritchies.  

 

During the morning, Year 9s 

were able to explore future 

career options by talking to 

the representatives and learn 

from them about what it was 

like to move from the world 

of school to the world of 

work. Popular stalls included a hair cutting station at Wahl 

Organisation, allowing students to have a go at shaving a 

dummy's head, and many lucky students were also able to 

test out an Army flight simulator to see 

if they had the skills to take to the 

skies.  

 

Highsted students were also inspired by 

two school graduates: Emily King, who 

now works for the Bank of England 

after completing A Levels at Highsted 

and moving straight into employment, 

and Jade Joseph, employee of Ideas 

Test - a Swale and Medway community 

projects group who provide opportunities for locals to take 

part in arts and other creativity programs. The morning was 

truly inspiring and all who attended were excited about 

what they could look forward to achieving in years to 

come.  

 

Mad Science Saturday 

 
On Saturday 24 February, budding scientists visited 

Highsted to participate in a day of fantastic activities. 41 

students from fifteen different primary schools took part in 

the science spectacular, watching exciting demonstrations 

and completing various challenges. 

 

The day started 

with a history of 

fire, fuels and 

explosives as told 

by ‘Mad 

Scientist’ Mr 

Stanley. 

Following this 

were a series of  

tasks for students 

to get involved in such as: experimenting with solid carbon 

dioxide using bubbles and dry ice, measuring cockroaches, 

testing the acidity of household chemicals such as vinegar 

and toothpaste, making rainbow towers using different 

densities of sugar solutions, observing tarantulas under a 

microscope and creating electric circuits. 

 

All students thoroughly enjoyed the day sharing, ‘all of the 

stations were so unique and covered a different aspect of 

science’ and, ‘the people running the stations were so nice 

and friendly – thank you!’ 

 

 

‘Highsted’s Marvellous Book Day’ – World 

Book Day 2018 
 

On Thursday 8 March, Highsted celebrated World Book 

Day with staff and students celebrating the life and works 

of Roald Dahl by wearing costumes for the day to raise 

money for charity. 

 

During the day students 

participated in a range of 

Roald Dahl themed 

activities in lessons 

including: ‘Describe your 

own Nightmare 

Headteacher’ in English –

inspired by ‘Miss 

Trunchbull’ from 

‘Matilda’; ‘Willy Wonka 

Accused of Sweatshop 

Practices’, looking at 

working conditions and 

workers’ rights in 

Business Studies; ‘Roald Dahl Designs’ – creating key 

rings and jewellery in Design & Technology; ‘Dahl 

Translations’ in French; ‘Calculating Breakfast’ in Maths – 

inspired by ‘The BFG’; and ‘Socialisation and Functions of 

the Family’ in Sociology – inspired by ‘Matilda’. 

 

At lunchtime, the Year 7 Drama Club (run by Year 12 A 

Level Drama Students – Emily C, McKenzie F and Jess S) 



performed scenes from the musical of ‘Matilda’ in the school 

hall to the delight and applause of their peers. There were 

some incredible dramatic and musical performances, 

including wonderful duets sung by Evie F, Abbie I, and 

Rachel S. 

 

It was great to see the whole school come 

together as a community to share in their 

love of reading and raise money for 

‘Readathon’, partners with ‘Roald Dahl’s 

Marvellous Children’s Charity’, who 

raise money to provide mobile libraries 

and arrange for storytellers, famous 

authors and artists to go into hospitals 

and bring books 

and reading 

performances to 

children staying 

in hospital long 

term. This year 

the sponsored 

read ran from February 2 until 

Monday 12 March and the school 

managed to raise an amazing 

£368.19. 

 

The costumes 

from staff and 

students were 

fantastic again 

this year and it 

was hard to 

choose winners as all the outfits were so 

unique and different. Winners of the 

costume event were: Millie P – dressed as 

Alfie the tortoise from ‘Esio Trot’, 

Branwyn H-E and Darija A – dressed as 

the Giraffe, Pelly the pelican and Billy 

from ‘The Giraffe, The Pelly and Me’, and 

Soraya P – dressed as Matilda from 

‘Matilda’. The staff winners were: Miss 

Bradford as Mrs Fox from ‘Fantastic Mr 

Fox’ and Mr Hodges as Willy Wonka from ‘Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory’. 

 

Once again the event was a huge success and the total 

amount raised was £661.86 for the Readathon charity.  

 

Discovery Park Trip – Year 7 Science Explorers 
 

On Friday 9 March, Year 7 

students at Highsted visited the 

Discovery Park in Sandwich to 

attend ‘The Big Bang Event’ 

and experience a day of hands-

on science activities.  

 

The day was divided up into a 

series of talks from 

representatives, opportunities to 

visit stalls promoting various 

aspects of science and the 

chance to participate in 

scientific workshops. 
 

Highsted students were able 

to: cycle a bike to see how 

much energy they could 

generate (would it be enough to power an entire house?); 

get up close with hissing cockroaches; test out 3D printers; 

learn how to make glow bands; use virtual reality headsets 

to control a robot; and experiment to identify various 

chemical samples, to name but a few.  

 

There was also the 

chance to meet with 

representatives from the 

army and the 

ambulance services, to 

explore the practical 

uses for science in 

society and the world of 

work – such as bomb disposal and CPR, and students were 

able to talk with university representatives to discuss 

scientific careers and higher educational study.  

 

Later in the day, students attended a talk with Greg Foot, 

TV presenter for ‘Deep Ocean Lab’, who was able to share 

his experiences 

examining life 

under the sea at a 

depth of over 

200m.  

 

The day was a great 

success and 

students all 

thoroughly enjoyed 

their trip into the world of science. 

 

Mobile Planetarium – Year 8 See the Stars 
 

On Wednesday 14 March, the University of Kent visited 

Highsted with their mobile planetarium, aiming to 

encourage Year 8 students to explore astrophysics and 

develop an enthusiasm for science. The students are 

currently studying their ‘Space’ module for physics so the 

visit enabled them to see the structure and wonder of space 

on a larger scale. 

 

Representatives 

from the university 

set up a huge black 

dome in the school 

hall – with only a 

narrow entrance 

leading to the 

skyscape within. 

Each group of 

students entered the dome and were treated to a fantastic 

display, showcasing different areas of the night sky, 

celestial bodies and 

beautiful 

constellations. 

 

The experience was 

highly informative and 

the students loved the 

opportunity to see the 



stars up close. 

Coincidentally this 

visit was on the same 

day of the death of 

celebrated English 

cosmologist 

Professor Stephen 

Hawking. His own 

words best sum up 

what Highsted hopes 

students will take away from this experience: 

 

“Look up at the stars and not down at your feet. Try to make 

sense of what you see, and wonder about what makes the 

universe exist. Be curious.” – Professor Stephen Hawking 

 

German Exchange 
 

On Thursday 15 

March to Thursday 22 

March, 17 students 

and 2 teachers 

participated in 

Highsted’s German 

Exchange Programme 

in the town of 

Erlangen in western 

Germany. The 

programme is an 

annual event and is in its 32
nd

 successful year, allowing 

students to experience a taste of life in Germany and attend 

Gymnasium Fridericianum Erlangen School. 

 

During the trip, 

students 

participated in the 

German school 

day – with a 

surprise early start 

of 7am but a 

leisurely 1pm 

finish. There were 

also trips to 

Nuremburg Castle, 

local museums, a sensory tower, a bowling alley and even a 

pencil factory. Students also had a more sombre outing to the 

Nazi rally grounds in Nuremberg, learning about this 

important historical event. 

 

The students had a 

lot of fun and there 

were more than a 

few tearful 

goodbyes at the 

airport, when 

students realised 

their visit was 

over. Later in July, 

the students at the 

Gymnasium school 

will come to Sittingbourne for a return trip, which all 

involved are looking forward to. 

 

 

 

 

 

Maths Events at Highsted 
 

The Maths Department has recently been engaged in two 

competitive events at Highsted. On Monday 12 March, a 

team of four Year 11 students competed against nine other 

schools in the finals of the Secondary Invicta Grammar 

School Mathematics Challenge. Highsted’s team performed 

well (particularly during some of the puzzle rounds 

including Sudoku tasks) and all those involved should be 

proud of their efforts in representing the school. 

 

More recently, on Wednesday 21 March, a small group of 

students took a trip to Borden Grammar School to work 

with resident students with the aim of improving and 

supporting their work in Mathematics. Students had 

sessions delivered by Mr Haig of Fulston Manor, Mr 

Englefield of Highsted and Mrs Carter of Borden and 

covered a range of topics from: multiplicative reasoning 

and algebra to problem solving.  

 

Recent Music Events at Highsted 
 

This year’s Spring Concert was held in the school hall on 

Wednesday 21 March. After rehearsing hard, particularly 

with the snow disrupting our schedule, all extra-curricular 

clubs contributed to the event. The Highsted Orchestra 

performed ‘Pure Imagination’ from ‘Charlie and the 

Chocolate Factory’, linking in with this year’s World Book 

Day theme of Roald Dahl, and extracts from Elgar’s 

Enigma Variations, were conducted by A Level students 

Dani O and Marcus L. Continuing the film music theme, 

the Windband performed the theme from Pizar film Up and 

the recorders took on The Great Escape. The music 

department would like to congratulate all the students that 

were involved, especially those who had solos and those for 

whom this was their first Highsted concert.  

 

On Thursday 22 March, Highsted’s close harmony choir 

‘The Origin’ attended the second Tunstall Choir 

Competition. The competition had two categories, primary 

choirs and secondary choirs, and the students were lucky 

enough to be able to sit in and listen to all the other 

participants perform. The judging panel was made up of a 

staff representative from each school and scores were given 

out of 20 with criteria such as performance and expression. 

The Origin won two awards at the competition: the award 

for Best Use of Harmonies and 1
st
 place in the secondary 

category. Congratulations to all who were involved.  
 

Highsted Sporting Success this year – so far!! 

 

Kent Sports Hall Athletics Finals – Monday 5 

February 2018 
 

Following on from their 

success at the local 

event, the Year 7 and 8 

indoor athletics team 

headed to Medway Park, 

Gillingham, to compete 

in the County finals. All 

of the girls had been 

working hard every Friday lunchtime to try and perfect 

their technique and give them the best possible chance of 

success!  

 



All squad members had to 

compete across different 

events: two lap individual, 

four lap individual, eight lap 

Paarlauf, six lap individual, 

obstacle relay, 4 x 2 relay, 

shot, speed bounce, standing 

long jump, standing triple 

jump and the vertical jump. On 

what was a physically 

demanding event, all girls 

acquitted themselves 

fantastically. Although neither age group were able to place 

in the final standings, all should be very proud of their 

achievements in reaching the regional finals! Well done girls! 

 

U14 Kent Futsal Finals  
 

Highsted’s U14 football team were given a bye into the finals 

of the Kent Indoor Futsal Finals. Having not played a 

qualification game, the girls were a bit unsure on what to 

expect. In a round robin style format, Highsted were drawn to 

play against: St Gregory’s, Rainham School for Girls and 

Folkestone Academy. With some outstanding performances 

across the whole squad, the girls managed to win two games 

and draw one, seeing them through to the semi-finals.  

 

Highsted took the 

lead against 

Mayfield School 

and looked set for 

a 1-0 victory until 

the dying seconds 

when Mayfield 

snatched a late 

equaliser. In a 

nervy extra time 

there were no 

further goals and the semi-final went down to penalties. 

Some superb penalty taking combined with Daisy L 

magnificent saves sent Highsted through to the final! 

Unfortunately, the final was one step too far for the squad 

and the team lost to deserved winners –  Rainham School for 

Girls. However, second place and a silver medal is something 

the whole squad should be very proud of. Well done, girls! 

 

Kent School Games Floor and Vault 

Gymnastics Competition  

Pegasus Gymnastics Club Maidstone 
 

On Tuesday 20
 
March, Highsted students competed in the 

Kent School Games Floor and Vault gymnastics competition. 

This is only the second time Highsted have competed in 

Gymnastics and this year the event got a lot bigger, covering 

two venues due to the number of entries. The squad was 

selected from the students who attended the after school 

gymnastic club. The students all had varying levels of 

experience in the sport, some taking the daunting challenge 

of competing for the first time. 

 

The squad had worked hard in training to master the two 

disciplines. Each student had to complete two vaults and a 

floor routine. All students worked hard in training and were 

able to progress to the more difficult vault, meaning if 

performed in competition they could access higher marks. 

Skills for the floor routine were also developed under the 

watchful eye of coach Louisa B. 

 

Each member of the squad performed well at the event, 

with all students completing the harder vault for at least one 

of their 

attempts. Floor 

routines were 

also completed 

with limited 

errors and the 

squad showed 

excellent team 

spirit. The 

competition 

was extremely 

close with limited points between places. Special 

recognition should be awarded to the students in Category 

Two who managed a clean Highsted sweep of the podium 

with Poppy S in 3
rd

, Therese B 2
nd

 and Amelia W in 1
st
 

place. Marissa L also received a silver medal in Category 

Three.   

 

Well done to all students involved. 

 

 

 

Simmonds School Uniform Shop 

  
Highsted Grammar School uniform is available during term 

time from our School Uniform Shop onsite at the School, 

adjacent to the School Hall 

 

(Open Tuesday, Thursday 12:45 pm – 1:45 pm) 

Telephone 01795 229535 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

              HIGHSTED GRAMMAR SCHOOL 

 
Highsted Road 

Sittingbourne 
Kent 

ME10 4PT 
 

Phone: 01795 424223 
Fax: 01795 429375 

E-mail: admin@highsted.kent.sch.uk 

Term 5 April 

Monday 16 Start of Term 5 

Wednesday 18 A-Level Art and Photography examination 

Thursday 19 A-Level Art and Photography examination 

Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

Friday 20 A-Level Art and Photography examination 

Tuesday 24 GCSE Art examination 

Wednesday 25 GCSE Art examination 

Thursday 26 Junior UK Maths Challenge 

 May 

Monday 7 Bank Holiday 

Monday 14 Year 10 Internal Examinations begin 

Mental Health Week 

GCSE & A-Level Examinations begin 

Friday 25 End of Term 5 

PSHCEE Focus Day 5 

 June 

Monday 4 Start of Term 6 

Wednesday 6 Open Evening 

Monday 11 Year 7/8/9 Internal Examinations begin 

Year 12 Geography Fieldwork Trip 

Thursday 14 New Intake Welcome Evening 

Saturday 16  Year 5 Carnival of Colour Activity Day 

Monday 18 Year 12 Internal exams begin 

Monday 25 PSHCEE Focus Day 6 

Wednesday 27 School Production 

Thursday 28 School Production 

Friday 29 School Production 

 July 

Monday 2 Biology Field Trip 

Friday 6 Sports Day 

Wednesday 11 Citizenship and Enterprise 

Thursday 12 Citizenship and Enterprise 

Friday 13 Citizenship and Enterprise 

Thursday 29 Lower School Awards 

Tuesday 24 End of Term 6 

 Wednesday 25 July to Friday 31 August – Summer 

Holiday 

Term 1 Monday 3 September to Friday 19 October 

Term 2 Monday 29 October to Wednesday 19 December 

mailto:admin@highsted.kent.sch.uk

